Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



-r-w 




600003886V 

2^. 



^42 




™b ^^^/M. 



"'•> 



DOMESTIC GUIDE 



TO TBB 

FOOTSTOOL OP MERCY: 

A COURSE or 

MORNING AND EVENING PRAYERS 

FOR ONE MONTH ; 

WITH 

OCCASIONAL PRAYERS, 

AND 
AN INDEX OF SCRIPTURES FOR FAMILY R] 

^v ...... -v/ 

BY CHARLES WlLLIAHIiS. :.C;j| 




**God only knowt wiuil a Cburdi may arise from one {odly famil>, what a 
harvest may spring ap from a single seed ; and, on the otiier band, it is impossible 
to say, bow many soals may peri»h |iy the treacberoos neglect of a single person, 
and, to speaic plainly, by your oum.** 

Doddrldgefs Address to the Master of « Fami/^. 



LONDON : 
FREDERICK WESTLEY AND A. H. DAVIS, 

10, STATIONERS* COURT, AND AYE-MARIA LANE. 



1828. 






I. T. HINTOH, TTARTflCK-SQL VRS. 






TO THE 

CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

UNDER HIS PASTORAL CARE, 

AND TO ALL THE ATTENDANTS ON HIS MINfSTRT, 

J 
THIS VOLUM& 18 INSCRIBED, 

WITH EARNEST PRATERS 

POR THE PREVALENCE AND PROSPERITY OF RELIGION 

IN THEIR FAMILIES, 

BY THEIR FAITHFUL SERVANT 

AND AFFECTIONATE FRIEND^ 

THE AUTHOR. 



PREFACE. 



Should the cause of preparing this volume be in- 
quired, the answer is, the smaller collections of prayers 
were, it was thought, not sufficiently diversified and 
comprehensive, and the larger too costly for general 
use ; and hence it appeared peculiarly desirable to 
provide a work, including, so far as possible, the 
variety of the latter at the expence of the former. 
The necessity of publications of this kind, it is 
presumed, need not now be established. Though 
extempore prayer be preferable to the use of a form, 
it is obvious, that many heads of families feel in- 
competent to its adoption in their domestic circles, 
and but for such aids could not present their mom- 
ing and evening sacrifices ; while the indisposition or 
absence of those who require no assistance may de- 
volve the duty on others not equally gifted, who 
find a form absolutely indispensable. The Author 
would also venture to intimate, that wherever extem- 
pore prayer is offered, whether it be in the family or 
in the social assembly, an occasional refereuce to ^ 
work of this character may prevent t\ie xevtet^xvow 
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of the same ideas, clothed in the same phraseology, 
Mrhich must always diminish the desired effect ; and, 
by preparing the mind for a wider range of thought 
and a greater diversity of expression, it may consider- 
ably augment the interest and advantage of devo- 
tional exercises. Nor can he omit to state, that in the 
closet a pre-composed series of petitions and thanks- 
givings may be sometimes of value. 

With one * whose " Thoughts on Private De- 
votion" deserve general perusal, he most fully and cor- 
dially concurs. When speaking of that preoccupa- 
tion of mind which unfits it for devotion, and on the 
means of counteracting it, he says, " A corrective 
of this mental alienation or prepossession is to be 
found in the well-known expedient of using (at least 
in a way of preparation) the pious sentiments of 
others. The devotional parts of Scripture, and the 
reading or recitation of sacred poetry, have an obvi- 
ous tendency to tranquillize and elevate the thoughts ; 
and, perhaps, the partial, or introductory adoption 
of forms of worship, in secret, is sometimes profitable. 
There may, indeed, be a wrong and profitless use of 
all these helps ; and particularly with regard to forms 
of worship, it is conceivable, that some who desire 
to '^ pray with the spirit," may yet needlessly resort 
to them as a customary resource from mental effort ; 
yet where the mind is in the state now described it 
may be found more practicable, (and that by 

* J. Sheppard, Esq. 
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Christians who are quite awake to the danger of 
formality,) to adopt from the heart the ideas and 
desires of others, than to collect and express their 
own ; while those ideas and desires may be likewise 
in themselTes more spiritual, more copious, more 
appropriate, than any which, in such circumstances, 
could be at once originated. If experience prove to 
an individual, that^ by such aid his ^^ heart is" 
sometimes more ^^ fixed^' than without it, he, cer« 
tainly, by its use, on such occasions, consults the 
true ends of all worship — ^his own spiritual benefit 
and the glory of God." 

In the accomplishment of his object the Author, 
like those who have preceded him, has been frequent- 
ly indebted to the ideas and expressions of others, but 
his largest resources have been found in the inspired 
volume ; from which his quotations have been very 
numerous ; under the full persuasion that while it . 
furnishes an infallible rule of faith and practice, it 
is also the only unerring guide to acceptable suppli- 
cation. That considerable difficulty attended the 
execution of such a work he wishes to be distinctly 
perceived, in order that his efforts may be regarded 
with candour and kindness — he has endeavoured to 
do " what he could"— his success would have been 
greater had his own wishes been realized. 

Satisfied that Family Worship should include.thcs: 
reading of the Word of God, he felt desuoM% ta 
oiJ&r a course of appropriate se\ecUo\i%^ e.^Oi\\^\Xi%, 
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parts which, as given by divine inspiration, demand 
our attention in private ; but which are not so suit- 
able in other circumstances. Aware that a list of 
passages would be very obscure to those not inti- 
mately acquainted with the Scriptures, he has pre- 
pared one which states explicitly the contents of 
every chapter comprised in this arrangement. From 
this, portions of Holy Writ adapted to particular 
cases may be easily gathered, while, if the Bible be 
read in course according to it, there will be an 
extensive acquaintance with the mind and will of 
the Most High. 

May the God of all the families of the earth 
smile on the humble means thus consecrated to his 
service, and grant that it may cause to arise from 
many an altar, " garlanded by the social feelings," 
and approached morning and evening by a train 
of domestic worshippers, an " offering of a sweet 
smelling savour !" 



Newark, December, 1827, 
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HEADS OF FAMILIES. 



Every indifidual is the subject of moral accountability, 
asfiooD as his reasoning faculties are developed. From 
that moment, he is placed under the strongest obligations 
to recognize the claims of God and of man. As years roll 
on his sphere is enlarged, — his duties are multiplied ; he on 
whom ooedience was incumbent, is invested with authority ; 
and with this change of circumstances, there is a propor. 
tionate increase of responsibility. However little the fact 
may operate, the stations of a husband, a father, a master, 
iuvolve engagements peculiarly solemn and momentous, — 
engagements which cannot be violated without incurring a 
fearful amount of guilt 

To these, therefore, it becomes all who are rising into 
life to look with deep solicitude ; to treat them as of no 
moment, betrays a state of awful and reckless depravity, a 
disposition to rush on the thick bosses of the Almighty's 
buckler, and to dare the fiercest vengeance of the Holy 
One. Those who sustain such relations have still stronger 
reasonil for the anxious and devout examination of tiie 
trust cooounitted to their care; and consequently, are in 
circumstances of far greater criminality and peril, if this 
be disregarded. I say such relations ; for it ought not to 
be overlooked that there are many instances in which, 
households are under the immediate ftUfei\ii\^\idi<£ixsA ^\ 
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females, on whom similar duties devolve ; and whom I wish 
to be included in this plain and affectionate Address to 
the Heads of Families. Among you, my respected 
friends, it is of unspeakable importance that personal 
religion should exist and flourish. Regardless of your 
own souls, you are not likely to be attentive to the souls 
of others ; or, should you be induced to regard them, your 
efforts will be feeble and occasional, and, in all proba- 
bility, unsuccessful. The eye is the medium through 
which the strongest impressions are received, and hence 
the effect of good precepts may be easily removed by 
unholy examples. Take then, as your model, Joshua, the 
leader of the armies of the living God. He was not 
satisfied that his house should serve the Most High without 
him, he began with himself; nor was he disposed to stop 
here, he desired that those who formed the domestic circle 
should follow him; and hence he exclaimed, '' As for me 
and my house, we will serve the Lord." It is not my inten- 
tion to expatiate on the various parts of your duty to those 
whom divine providence has conmiitted to your charge, 
but to confine your attention exclusively to family prayer. 
In so doing, I do not expect to gratify the Athenian spirit 
which is constantly desiring something new. This subject 
has been so often and so ably treated, that to do so would 
discover no ordinary presumption. My end will be an- 
swered, if under the blessing of God, I am the instrument 
of stirring up the pure minds of some by way of remem. 
brance, and of awakening the attention of others to con. 
siderations, which have long affected the hearts of the 
Saviour's true disciples. O that He who is the source of 
wisdom may now afford his aid, that what is advanced may 
be accordant with the oracles of truth, and that you may be 
left without the shadow of an excuse if vou henceforth live 
in the neglect of domestic devotion, —yea, with no altema. 
tive but the immediate erection in your houses of an altar 
to Jehovah ! 

In- answer to the inquiry. What claims have these 
exercises on our observance ? I proceed to offer a few 
observations. 

Family Devotion has the claim of Reasonableness. — 

If you have received a favour, nothing, obviously, can be 

more reasonable than its acknowledgment. The faithful 

animal which prevented the spoliation of the midnight 

pfuDderer, or snatched your child from iVie overwhelming 
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waters^ would be fondly caressed, as the expression of 
obligation. To him, who had proved himself your friend 
by various acts of kindness, yon would offer many assur- 
ances of sincere and warm regard. If then the blessings 
of Gkxl call forth no return, will you contend for the cha. 
racter of reasonable creatures ? Shall He, who setteth 
the solitary in families, gratify your desires of alliance 
with those you love P Shall your children be as olive- 
branches round about your table ? Shall food and raiment — 
shelter and repose — bodily health and mental vigour be 
granted to you P Shall you be indulged with civil, and 
above all, with religious privileges, and shall not the 
omission of united thanksgiving and supplication be deeme'd 
irrational P It cannot with propriety be otherwise regarded. 
The light of revelation is not necessary to teach men that 
a tribute is demanded for domestic mercies from the whole 
domestic circle. The pagans had their family gods, in 
whose worship every household joined ; in addition totiieir 
temple services. Their idols of brass, and wood, and stone, 
obtained, unsolicited, a homage which thousands calling 
IheBiselves Christians have not rendered to Him, in whom 
they liv^ and move, and have their being ; and who has 
solemnly and urgently required it of them. Surely such 
persons are worse than heathens ! Were they what they 
fNrofess to be, they would have been long ere this convinced 
of their error and sin, and that every principle on which 
the exercises of private religion and of public worship may 
be recommended and enforced have here their proportionate 
weight ** The principal part of family religion,*' says 
Archbishop Tillotson, ** is prayer, every morning and 
evening, and reading some portion of Scripture ; and this 
is so necessary to keep alive a sense of God and religion 
in the minds of men — that when it is neglected/ I do not 
see how any family can, in reason, be esteemed a family of 
Christians, or, indeed, have any religion at all." 

Family Devotion lias the claim of Eminent Example.^-^ 
Sacrifice, which was never offered without invocation, 
is discovered in the first human family. In the histories 
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, you hear of no settiement 
or removal, without the erection of an altar for worship, 
and for calling on the name of the Lord. Job, in the 
absence of his sons and daughters, offered sacrifices for 
them, accompanied, undoubtedly, by prayer and i^rai^e \ 
BDd thus it is said, be did continually. TYie <i«fift>^^ ^^-^^oa.^ 
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to which allusion has already been made, is equally conu 
elusive. After David had brought home the ark, we are 
told he returned to bless his household. Nothing is more 
probable than tliat he so contrived the public solemnity 
that it might not interfere with the worship of his family. 
And if this statement be compared with his own devout 
resolution, '* I will walk within my house with a perfect 
heart,'' domestic worship will appear to have been a part 
of his ordinary course. Cornelius is described to us as a 
worshipper of God, and his family as a worshipping family. 
At the time of the angePs appearance he was praying in his 
house, or rather in his family, house being put in this* case,, 
as it often is, for household. The instances recorded of 
blessings bestowed on some persons in consequence of the 
entreaties of others, as the Woman of Canaan, and the 
friends of the paralytic, both warrant and encourage our 
supplications for the necessitous, and especially for those who 
are dearer to us than life. Nor is it conceivable that Jesus 
is not to be imitated when he took his disciples, the object 
of his tenderest care, apart to pray ; since '' he has left us 
an example that we should follow his steps." The Apostle 
addresses us^ as well as the Hebrews, when he says, " We 
desire thai ye be not slothful, but followers, or imitators, 
of them who through faith and patience inherit the pro. 
mises.'' And here are some of these distinguished beings, 
and amongst them Jesus the Son of God, from whose 
society, if unlike them, we must be excluded for ever. 

Family Devotion has the claim of Personal Benefit. — 
The patn to heaven is entered by a strait gate, and 
cannot be easily trodden, because of its narrowness, and 
of the formidable obstacles by which it is bestrewed. 
Whatever, tlierefore, encourages you* to advance, and 
strengthens you for yoor course, is truly beneficial. And 
for you regularly to conduct the devotions of your house- 
hold will be peculiarly advantageous. At such seasons 
you may look for the fulfilment of the promise, *' They that 
wait on the Lord shall renew their strength," — you may 
expect some of the beams of the Sun of Righteousness, 
and of the dews of divine influence, which refresh, invigo. 
rate, and array with beauty, the plants of divine grace, 
which the Holy Spirit deposits in the heart of every be. 
liever. As the exertions of Christian benevolence fre- 
quently yield greater benefit to the individual agent than 
those be makes with a more direct reCeTence to hims^elf, sot^ 
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while thus occupied, a blessing will descend, which you 
would not otherwise enjoy. A powerful stimulus to con- 
sistency will inevitably arise. A man who regularly attends 
the sanctuary must feel, if he have any sensibility, that he 
is re(][uired by so doing to avoid many things which would 
otherwise not be so incongruous. But when he has to 
appear at the head of his household twice a day as its 
priest, when he has to charge them to hear the word of 
the Lord, and to address the Most High in their name, 
there is manifestly a stronger counteractive of evil. What 
a check is there to the sins of crimson hue of which many 
are guilty! What a preventive of transgressions which 
do not appear so atrocious ! What a motive to abstain 
from the appearance of evil ! A concern to avoid the 
disgrace of being like a fountain which sends forth sweet 
water and bitter, ought to be enough to keep you from 
indulging those evil tempers and dispositions during the 
day, which are condemned by the exercises with which it 
begins and concludes. That a considerable influence 
is exerted appears from some affecting instances in which 
family prayer has been laid aside. A desire for what was 
inconsistent with it arose, and this led to irregularity — the 
desire increased, and this was followed by its discontinu- 
€mce. The curb was broken because i*estraint was felt ; had 
there been none, it had still been worn ; like the amber 
crosses used by some of the Romanists in Sicily, because 
tliey gratified self-complacency and occasioned no incon^ 
venience. And it is to be feared, a conviction that family 
prayer will prove a barrier to certain gratifications, is the 
secret reason why many disregard it If this operate with 
you, it becomes you seriously to take alarm, for, says 
Doddridge, " I hardly know a blacker symptom of damna-* 
tion than a fear of being restrained in the commission 
of sin.*' 

Family Devotion has the claim of Relative Advantage,-^ 
The character in which I address you supposes that you 
have a child or children. To you therefore the Scripture 
says, '' Train up a child in the way that he should go, and 
when he is old he will not depart from it." " Fathers, pro- 
voke not your children to wrath, but bring them up in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord/' Obedience to these 
precepts includes the oral communication of religious 
truth, its enforcement by Christian exampVe, ^xA^^ w.^\^X 
entreaty of the divine benediction. But XYie e^ex<iYa«& xvo^ 
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enjoined are likely to be peculiarly eiTective. If properly 
passed through, how clearly may your offspring perceive 
the seriousness demanded, and the topics appropriate in 
their private supplications. From your adorations of the 
Divine Being they may form scriptural views of the cha- 
racter of God,— from your confessions of sin they may 
derive a conviction of their innate depravity, — from your 
petitions tliey may be led to pray for yourselves, your 
connexions, the church, and the world, — and from your 
thanksgivings a spark may emanate, which shall enkindk 
a flame of gratitude in their souls. Those of you whose 
circumstances have been particularly noticed in the de. 
votions of the house of God, must be conscious of the 
interest such allusions excite, and of the deep impression 
they are calculated to produce. And is it to be supposed 
that your children will hear you wrestling with God on 
their behalf time after time, and that to all this they will 
be utterly insensible P Is the die that yields one impression 
incapable of producing more ? '* As in water face 
answereth to face^ so the heart of man to man ;" and 
hence those who wi^ to impress the minds of others, 
do well when they ascertain and put in action the 
means that have affected their own. These remarks are 
equally applicable to your servant or servants. We hear 
much of the degeneracy of domestics in the present day ; 
and how is the evil so often and so loudly deplored to be 
corrected P By their becoming the objects of tender and 
devout solicitude. " Men do not gather grapes of thorns, 
or figs of thistles.'' Nor shall we obtain kindness, truth, and 
fidelity from those who are allowed to advance in life with 
no dissuasives from sin, no incentives to holiness. In a' 
funeral sermon for a pious lady lately deceased, the 
preacher says, " In perusing the ' Life and Writings of Mrs. 
Graham/ she was, on one occasion, very forcibly struck 
by a remark of the elder Dr. Mason, Mr&. Graham's 
pastor. In one of his visits, she mentioned to him the 
want of good servants as one of her great trials. Mrs. 
Graham, said he, have you ever prayed to the Lord to 
provide good servants for you P Nothing which interests 
our comfort is too minute for the care of our heavenly 
Father. Our good friend felt herself reproved ; she re- 
solved to follow the advice suggested ; and she has often 
frankly ackoowJedged^ that she never had so much reason 
to be satijs£ed with her servants, as since dieYvQA ^fvQ\>&V^ 
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attended to the seasonable admonition/' If advantage 
may be expected from praying for servants, much more 
may be anticipated from praying tcith them. '' The curse 
of God is in the house of the wicked, but he blesseth the 
habitation of tiie just/' " The voice of joy is in the 
tabernacles of the righteous/' but Jehovah '' pours out his 
fury on the families tliat call not upon his name/' , Duties 
are yours, results are God's* Should your sods be irre* 
ligious, your daughters disreputable, and your servants 
dissolute, how bitter will be the thought that you did 
nothing to prevent this guilt, — to avert this woe. But 
should all tnat devolves upon you be done, humbly, dili- 
gently, and prayerfully, and any case of gross delinquency 
appear, you will be spared the agonizing upbraidings of 
conscience, and the blood of the offenders will be on their 
own souls. 

Family Devotion has the claim of Public Good, — Who is 
the patriot P The man who gives all diligence to make 
his calling and election sure, who unceasingly employs the 
best means for the promotion of his household's piety, and 
who devotes the remainder of his time and ability to plans 
of enlightened and expansive benevolence. Patriotism, 
like charity, though it ends not there, must begin at home. 
And if instead of men declaiming against the vices of 
others, they were to set about ^^//Ireformation, and the 
reformation of their families, the prospects which now prove 
empty and transient as a morning dream, would give place 
to what is actually good ; and our country and the world 
would soon exhibit in reality the substantial beauties of a 
moral paradise. Of this, perhaps, some of the Islands of 
the Southern Ocean present, at this time, the most striking 
proof. There the many are the worshippers of God and 
the keepers of his commandments, and the few are the 
wicked and disobedient. But there the gospel has been 
preached with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven, and 
this, has awakened the interest of individuals for themselves 
and their connexions. The Rev. JMr. Nott, who has been 
in the Islands from the first landing of the Missionaries, 
recently said to the Rev. John Griffin, " As a confirmation 
of what you have heard, I may mention the universal 
practice of family worship. I will not say, that there is 
not a family in Taheite that has no family prayer; but I 
know of none, nor do I believe there is one I" O that 
ibia could he said of the towns of Bhtam\ 
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And can ye who are the Heads of Families resist the 
force of these several and accumulated inducements P All 
the sophistry you can employ, I am assured, will be in. 
tsmfiicient to persuade you that they are not important and 
momentous. Will you then continue to pursue a course 
which conscience condemns P I trust you will not. I hope 
you will at once commence the discharge of a duty so im^ 
perative,— the improvement of a privilege so valuable. In- 
dulging this expectation, allow me to offer you a few hints 
in reference to the course now prescribed and enforced. 

Kever consider the devotions of the family as a substitute 
for those of retirement, — ^The command will be disobeyed at 
your peiil. '' Enter thy closet, and when thou hast shut 
thy door, pray to thy Father who is in secret; and thy 
Father who seeth in secret shall reward thee openly." 
There you must seek that devotion of soul which shall 
give animation and delight to the services of the domestic 
altar, and without which they will be cold, profitless, and 
unacceptable. 

Let these exercises be conducted twice a day, — '' It is a 
good thing to give thanks unto the Lord> to sing praises 
unto thy name, O Most High, to shew forth thy loving. 
kindness every morning, and thy faithfulness every night J* 
On what principle can those justify their neglect who are 
thus occupied only once a day P How can you do without 
prayer in the morning P You know not what an hour may 
bring forth, what perplexities, and trials, and temptations^ 
and sorrows await you. Without the guidance, support, 
protection, and blessing of God, you " may fall into hurtful 
lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition ;" and 
" for all these things he will be inquired of by the house 
of Israel to do it for them.'^ And bow can you dispense 
with prayer in the evening P '* Except the Lord keep the 
city, the watchman waketh but in vain." For safety and 
repose you are dependant on the Father of mercies, and 
these it becomes you to implore, while you adore him for 
the favours of the day, and ask that you may lie down, 

" Sprinkled afresh with pardoning blood." 

Connect with family prayer the reading of the word of 

God, and if possible, the singing of a hymn. — A portion of 

Scripture is at such times of vast importance, nor can the 

Head of a family be considered as discharging his duty if 

tA/s be not introduced* A hymn w\\\ \)t iovmd ^<fccw\W\\^ 
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cheering, and if melody be made in the heart to the Lord, 
there wQl be a delightful resemblance in the domestic band 
to the family of heaven. 

Endeavour to he early in your evening sacrifices, — When 
Malachi reprehends the offering of the sick, and blind, 
and lame, he intimates, what the requirements of the 
Mosaic law distinctly set forth, that what we bring to the 
services of Jehovah should be in the best state ; and hence 
a drowsy body and an enervated mind should be solicit- 
ously guarded against by every worshipper. 

Regard brevity as important, — The minds of persons 
generally, and especially of children and servants, cannot 
bear long services ; and where the shoulder is feeble, the 
burden should be light. The precept is divine, ''Use not 
vain repetitions/' and while this is always obligatory^ it 
has peculiar force when others are concerned, and when 
tediousness will produce distaste, and even disgust. 

Admit of no irregularity, — Suffer nothing to excuse omis- 
sion. Every argument for this practice is a plea for its 
uninterrupted continuance. Should the master of the 
family be absent, let the mistress supply his place ; and 
should both be from home, let an elder son or daughter 
be their representative. ** But,** says Mr. Jay, " a case of 
conscience occurs, and such, alas ! as the inconsistencies 
of the present day would render too common. When 
should those of us have fanuly worship> who attend public 
amusements ; for instance—the theatre ? I answer. By all 
means have it before you go. When you return it will be 
too late ; and you may not feel yourselves quite so well 
affected towards it We have known professors who always 
omitted it when they came home from the play-house. 
Besides, if you have it before, you can implore the divine 
blessing upon it ; and beseech God to assist you in re- 
deeming time, in overcoming the world, in preparing for 
eternity.** 

Reader ! You may imagine the author has written this 
with a smile, but he has written it with shame and grief. 
He earnestly wishes that many would adopt Family Wor-^ 
ship ; but he is free to confess that there are some of 
whom he should be glad to hear that they had laid it 
aside. 

Be it, above all, the concern of every worshipper to depend 
habitually on the aid of the Spirit of supp/tca^ton.— The 
jBcense which will ascend with a sweet «aie)^TL^ ^vi^^psa 
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before God must be enkindled by fire from heaven. " We 
know not what we should pray for as we ought, but the 
Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which 
cannot be uttered/' — '' And if a son shall ask bread of any 
of you that is a father, will he give him a stone ? or if he 
ask a fish will he for a fish give him a serpent ? or if he ask 
^T^ ^g^f ^'ill be offer liim a scorpion P If ye then, being 
evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how 
mtich more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit 
to them that ask him ?" 

It is a possible case that some head of a family may 
have proceeded thus far, and yet be meditating evasion, and 
racking his ingenuity to contrive a way by which tranquillity 
may be restored to his mind, in the neglect of these sacred 
engagements. If such be your case, permit me to tell you, 
that every objection you can raise may be easily shewn to 
be untenable. You cannot plead that your business will 
not allow the opportunity. Men, whose secular occupations 
lire far more numerous than youi*s, regularly conduct the 
devotions of their familieEi '* I have no time," is the reply 
of indolence and selfishness to a powerful appeal. A man 
of activity, and order, and self-denial, can find time for 
every thing that God has required. And if you could 
assert that your best efforts could not obtain enough for 
the purpose in your present circumstances, it is your duty 
to cut off so much of your business as would furnish the 
opportunity. What will it avail you to have died a few 
hundred pounds richer, if in hell you lift up your eyes 
being in torments^ and your households load you with bitter 
reproaches as accessary to the damnation of their souls P 
" Better is a little that the righteous hath than great riches 
of the ungodly." " The love of money is the root of all 
evil ; which while some coveted after, they have erred from 
the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sor- 
rows." You cannot urge a want of ability. The plainest, 
simplest language is best adapted to prayer. The Scrip, 
tures contain a great variety of petitions which you may 
adopt as your own. But if there be an insuperable diffi. 
culty to the use of tliese> this collection of prayers will 
supply the deficiency. Extempore prayer is greatly supe> 
rior on many accounts to forms, however good, but it is 
possible to be very spiritual in using the latter, and cold 
and hypocritical in the former. And equally vain is it to 
aver tJjHt to begin after so much neglect api^^x^ «u \a&k loo 
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formidable for you. Your minister will cheerfully relieve 
you of this burden. There is not a faithful servant of 
Christ who would not gladly give you his aid, and thank 
God for having confen'ed on him the honour of rearing 
an altar in your dwelling to his name. The path then is 
cleeu*. Commence it this very day. I cannot give you 
till to-morrow. Reject what is thus addressed to you in 
the name of Christy and it will rise up in judgment against 
you. Receive it, and the blessing of the Lord shall be 
upon your tabernacle, — and this shall rejoice my heart, 
even mine. 
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SUNDAY MORNING. 

O God! Whither shall we go from thy 
Spirit, or whither shall we flee from thy pre- 
sence? If we ascend up into heaven, thou art 
there : if we make our bed in hell, behold 
thou art there. If we take the wings of the 
morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of 
the sea, even there shall thine hand lead us, 
and thy right band shall hold us. If we say, 
Surely the darkness shall cover us, even the 
night shall be light about us ; the darkness and 
the light are both alike to thee. Enable us to 
approach thee with this conviction, assured 
that thou lookest not as man looketh, that 
thou regardest the heart, and triest the reins 
of the children of men. Humble us before 
thee in the recollection of our sins. While 
many acts of our lives have been, oWvow^^^ 
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criminal, and should make us penitent in tby 
sight, many which were outwardly fair were 
exceeding sinful before thee, O Lord, because 
they resulted from principles, and motives, 
and feelings that were evil. Surely our 
hearts are deceitful above all things, and 
desperately wicked. O our God, we may 
well be ashamed and blush to lift up our 
faces to thee; for our iniquities have in- 
creased over our heads, and our trespass is 
grown up into the heavens. Pardon our 
iniquity, for it is great. Purge us with 
hyssop, and we shall be clean ; wash us, and 
we shall be whiter than snow. As thou de- 
sirest truth in the inward parts, in the hidden 
part do thou make us to know wisdom. 
Purify us wholly, body, soul, and spirit, that 
we may be vessels unto honour, sanctified, 
and meet for the Masters use, and prepared 
unto every good work ; following righteous- 
ness, faith, charity, and peace ; with them that 
call on the name of the Lord out of a pure 
heart. How shall we sufficiently adore thee 
for the assurance, that thy thoughts toward 
us are thoughts of peace, and not of evil ! 
Of this we are persuaded from the continuance 
of life, and health, and strength, and the re- 
ligious privileges with which we are favoured, 
and the return of the Sabbath, set apart for 
thy service. As this is the day which thou 
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bast made, may we rejoice and be glad in it. 
Many prophets, and kings, and righteous 
men, have desired to see the things which 
we see, and have not seen them, and to 
hear' the things which we hear, and have 
not heard them. O Lord, open thou our 
lips, and our mouths shall shew forth thy 
praise. Spirit of light, and grace, and truth, 
prepare us for all the exercises in which we 
have to engage. £nlighten our minds to be- 
hold the great and glorious things contained, 
in the law of God. Help our infirmities, for 
we know not how to pray as we ought ; and 
enkindle in our bosoms a flame of gratitude, 
that we may offer acceptable thanksgivings. 
In the closet, and in the family, may God be 
with us ; and when we go up to his house, 
may we prove that he loves the gates of Zion 
more than all the dwellings of Jacob. If any 
of this household know not the things that 
make for their peace, let them consider them 
now, lest they be hid from their eyes for ever. 
Cause thy truth to come to their hearts, not 
in word only, but in power, and in the Holy 
Ghost, and in much assurance. And, if it 
please thee, ere this day shall close, may we 
all be disposed to exclaim : O Lord our God, 
other lords beside thee have had dominion 
over us ; but by thee only will we make men- 
tion of thy name. If any of us Yvw^ V^V.^\ 
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that the Lord is gracious, as new-born babes, 
may we desire the sincere milk of the word 
that we may grow thereby. Now let the God 
of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believ- 
ing, that we may abound in hope through the 
power of the Holy Ghost, That these may 
be the blessed results of waiting on God, may 
all his ministers be clothed with righteous* 
neSs ; and especially may every aid be afforded 
to him from whose lips we are again to hear 
all the words of this life. Let his doctrine 
drop as the rain, and distil as the dew, as the 
small rain on the tender herb, and as showers 
that water the earth. 

May the congregations of the faithful re- 
ceive increase of grace to hear meekly thy 
word, to receive it with pure affection, and to 
bring forth the fruits of the Spirit. And may 
those who are detained from the holy moun-^ 
tain of the Lord, find that He is not confined 
to temples made with hands, but that in the 
place of retirement, and on the couch of 
sickness, he can command the richest of his 
blessings to descend. Thou, O Lord, hast 
made of one blood all nations of men for to 
dwell on all the face of the earth, and hast 
determined the times before appointed, and 
the bounds of theirhabitation; send them, we 
entreat thee, the glad tidings, that thou hast 
so loved this world, as to give thine only be* 
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gotten Sod, that whosoever believetb on him 
might not perish, but have everlasting life. 

Soon may they all possess the Scriptures, 
and the sanctuary, and the Sabbath ; and with 
the multitude which no man can number that 
shall at last be gathered together from the 
four winds of heaven, may we join in the 
song. Salvation to Him that sitteth on the 
throne, and to the Lamb for ever and ever. 
Amen* 



SUNDAY EVENING. 

Again we lift up our eyes unto thee, O 
Thou that dweliest in the heavens. Another 
Sabbath has added to the long catalogue of 
thy mercies, and to that of our sins. Ac- 
cept what is thine own; and pardon what 
is ours. Cleanse all our offerings in that 
fountain which is opened for sin and for un- 
cleanness ; and incline us for the future to 
suitable diligence, and watchfulness, and 
dependence. Inspire us, O God, with an in- 
creasing concern to give the more earnest 
heed to the things which we have heard, lest 
at any time we should let them slip. As the 
word spoken by angels was steadfast, and 
every transgression and disobedience received 
a just recompence of reward; may we feel 
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th&t escape is impossible with us, if we negleet 
so great salvation ; which at the first began 
to be spoken by the Lord, and was con- 
firmed onto us by them that heard him ; God 
also "bearing them witness with signs and 
wonders, and divers miracles, and gifts of the 
Holy Ghost. We trust that in the exercises 
of this day some salutary impressions have 
bpen produced. May the Spirit of the living 
God give them depth, and permanency, and 
power. Never, never say to us, What shall I 
do unto thee ? Thy goodness is as the morn- 
ing cloud, and as the early dew which goeth 
away. That we may know, may we follow 
on to know the Lord. May his going forth 
be prepared as the morning ; may he come 
unto us as the rain, as the latter and former 
rain imto tfie earth. Into the engagemehtd 
of life, may we carry the truths to which we 
have attended. If the Saviour of sinneiis has 
appeared the fairest among ten thousand, the 
altogether lovely, may it be our solicitude 
more highly to value him, more faithfully to 
serve him. If the evil of sin has been more 
apparent, let it excite holy grief, and indigna- 
tion, and abhorrence ; and a concern to abstain 
from its reality, as well as from its appear- 
ance. If the devices of Sataii have been more 
fully exposed, let a knowledge of his subtil ties 
induce us to watch and T^ray, Ics^l nit^ enter 
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into temptation. If the vanity of earth has 
affected onr hearts, may we henceforth declare 
plainly that we are seeking another and a 
better country ; and that we expect solid and 
lasting happiness alone, when we have entered 
the rest which remaineth for the people of 
God. And, if some beams of heavenly glory 
have burst upon our minds, grant that our 
affections may be set on things above, where 
Christ sitteth at the right hand of God. — 
Thus, may we derive advantage from the in- 
structions of thine house, and make our profit*- 
ing appear unto all. Affect our hearts, O God, 
with the importance of religion, not only per* 
sonally, but relatively. In blessing us, make 
us blessings to others. Number us with those 
who are the salt of the earth, to preserve it 
from corruption; with those who are the lights 
of the world, scattering around the rays of 
truth and holiness. Enable us in doing this, 
to appeal powerfully to the eye, rather than to 
the eai*. May our conduct be more eloquent 
than our tongues. Embodying whatsoever 
things are true, whatsoever things are honesty 
n^atsoever things are just, whatsoever things 
are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, what- 
soever things are of good report, let us adorn 
the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things ; 
and attract others to his word, his cross, and 
his throne. We rejoice that tViQ\ia^\idL^\i^N^ 
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listened this day to the truth as it is in 
Jesus. Place the seal of heaven, we beseech 
thee, on the labours of all thy faithful ser- 
vants. Though success is not necessary to 
prove the validity of their ininistiy, let them 
behold some fruit of their toil, to console them 
amidst their sorrows, and to encoui-age their 
future efforts. Instead of its being doubtful 
who has believed their report, and to whom 
the arm of the Lord has been revealed ; may 
they say. Now thanks be to God, who al- 
ways causeth us to triumph in Christ ; and 
maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge 
by us, in every place. While in some parts 
th6 word of the Lord has free course, runs, 
and is glorified, O comfort the waste places 
of Zion. Make her wilderness like Eden, and 
her desert as the garden of the Lord. And as 
the earth bringeth forth her bud, and as the 
garden causeth the things that are sown in it to 
spring forth ; so cause, we pray thee, righteous- 
ness and praise to spring forth before all the 
nations. Regard us as a family; though we 
are about to separate, thou wilt not be far from 
any one of us. Thou keeper of Israel, thou 
never slumberest nor sleepest, but we need re- 
pose. Afford us that which thou givest to thy 
beloved, and with recreated bodies and minds, 
may we assemble in the morning around thine 
altar^ through the mediation of Jesus Christ 
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our Lord ; whose merits we now place before, 
thee as the only ground of our hopes of ac-, 
ceptance ; and to whom with the Father, and 
the Holy Spirit, be ascribed the kingdom, the 
power, and the gloiy, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 



MONDAY MORNING. 

O THOU God of mercy and of truth, in the 
protection and repose we have enjoyed, we 
have proved again thy faithfulness ; and we 
would remember that the partakers of favours 
should become the offerers of praise. Enable 
us, individually, to exclaim, Bless the Lord^ 
O my soul, and all that is within me, blass 
his holy name. Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and forget not all his benefits ; who forgiveth 
aU thine iniquities, who healeth all thy dis^ 
eases, who redeemeth thy life from destruc* 
tion, who crowneth thee with loving-kindnesa 
and tender mercies. And O forbid that we 
should ever be satisfied with verbal acknow^ 
ledgment ; but let our sense of obligation be 
(exhibited in obedience to all the requirements 
of thy will. To this end, graciously fulfil 
thine ancient promise. Sprinkle clean water 
upon us, and we shall be clean ; from all our 
SJtbiDess, and from all our ido\& dio VXi^^v 
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cleanse us. Take away the stony heart out 
of our flesh, and give us a heart of flesh; 
and put thy spirit within us, and cause 
us to walk in thy statutes, and to keep 
thy judgments, and do them. Impute to 
us the merits of the Redeemer, that we 
may be justified in thy sight; and impart 
to us the influences of the Holy Spirit ; that 
we may be new creatures in Christ Jesus. 
Suffer us never to suppose that we are inter- 
ested in him, while we continue in sin ; but 
may we look for the evidence that we are his, 
to our loving righteousness and hating ini- 
quity. May acceptance through his media- 
tion be connected in our minds with resem- 
blance to his image; remembering that he 
came, not to save us in our sins, hxxt from our 
sins. We would not merely ask these bless- 
ings, but ardently would we desire them, fer- 
vently would we implore them. Let us par- 
ticipate them richly and freely. If any good 
thing be found in our bosoms towards the 
Lord God of Israel, let it be strengthened, and 
produce in far greater abundance the fruit of 
righteousness and peace. Search us, O God, 
and know our hearts ; try us, and know our 
thoughts ; and see if there be any wicked 
way in us, and lead us in the way everlasting. 
Instead of being dead in trespasses and sins, 
and lulled by the tempter into awful insensi- 
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bility, may we feel that there is a warfare 
within ; that corruption is weakened and de- 
stroyed by the power of divine grace; and 
that the spirit ever triumphs over the flesh« 
As we advance in life^ may the evidence that 
we have a title to a mansion above, be made 
more clear and satisfactory, by our increasing 
meetness for it. As things temporal retire, 
and things eternal approach, may our spirits 
bear a character more heavenly; may our 
purposes be more vigorous and determined ; 
may our zeal bum more steadily and bright- 
ly ; may our devotion soar wherever thy word 
commands its flight ; may our love put forth 
the maturity of its power ; and may we have 
at last only to close our eyes on this state of 
sin, and sorrow, and death, and open them on 
another of purity, and bliss everlasting. 

Hearken to our petitions, O thou that bedr- 
est prayer, when we intercede for others. 
Have pity on the ignorant, and those who 
are out of the way. Compassionate those 
who mourn for sin. Save such as are of a con- 
trite spirit. Though heaviness endure for a 
i^ight, yet, as they sow in tears, may they reap 
in joy. Reclaim the wanderers. Shouldst 
thou visit their offences with the rod, and 
their iniquity with scourges, take not thy 
loving-kindness utterly away, nor suffer thy 
truth to faiJ. Sympathize with ^V VJaa ^^\cs» 
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and daughters of affliction • thou knowest their 
frame, thou rememberest that they are dust ; 
give them the support and consolation they 
need ; and, under thy blessing, may their trials 
be numbered amongst their greatest benefits. 
Grace, mercy, and peace, be with all them that 
love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. We 
would not cease to pray that they may walk 
worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing ; being 
fruitful in every good work, and increasing in 
the knowledge of God ; strengthened with all 
might, according to his glorious power, unto 
all patience and long-suflfering with joyful- 
ness. Enable them, O Father, to give thanks 
unto thee, who hast delivered them from the 
power of darkness, and hast translated them 
into the kingdom of thy dear Son. — And now 
unto Him that is able to do exceeding abun- 
dantly above all that we ask or think, accord- 
ing to the power that worketh in us, unto Him 
be glory in the church, by Christ Jesus, 
throughout all ages. Amen. 



MONDAY EVENING. 

The heavens declare thy glory, O God, 
the firmament sheweth thy handy work ; day 
unto day uttereth speech, and night unto 
night sheweth knowledge. Every returning 
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morning and evening brings before us the 
power, the wisdom, and the goodness of the Most 
High, the Creator and Preserver of all things. 
Amazed would we be, that unworthy ^s we 
are, we are still the objects of the divine care. 
And at this time we would raise our grate- 
ful thanksgivings, through his mediation, with 
whom thou art always well pleeised, making 
mention of his righteousness, and of his only. 
We adore thee, O Lord, for such a medium, 
and confess that we have no other trust. So 
for from looking to ourselves for acceptance, 
we are constrained to say, It is of the Lord's 
mercies that we are not consumed, and be- 
cause his compassions fail not. Hadst thou 
remembered us according to our sins, or vi-* 
sited us according to our iniquities, we should 
have been, at this moment, victims of wrath, 
instead of monuments of grace ; spirits in per- 
dition, instead of prisoners of hope. Guilt 
has been accumulated not oply by one act, 
but by our whole course; never have we 
served thee aright, and often God has not 
been in all our thoughts. Pursuing temporal 
good, we have trusted in man, and have made 
flesh our arm, and have persisted in doing 
this, though we have been justly left as the 
bea;th in the desert^ as a beacon on the top of 
a mountain, and as an ensign on a hill. 
Equally perverse have we been in reference 

c 
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to spiritual blessings. We have neglected a 
plan of salvation which angels desire to look 
into. We have turned from Jesus^ who is 
exalted as a Prince and a Saviour. We have 
been wilfully ignorant of God's righteousness, 
and havegone about to establish one of our own. 
We have said we are rich, and increased with 
goods^ and have need of nothing, and have 
not known that we were poor, and naked, and 
wretched, and blind, and miserable. — O ! en-i 
able us to magnify thy name that for all this 
there is mercy, and that with thee is plente- 
ous redemption. O Lord, our God, who is 
like unto thee ? Our lives proclaim that thou 
art merciful and gracious, long-suflFering, and 
abundant in goodness and truth. As much 
is given us, may we not forget that much will 
be required. Henceforth may we cleave unto 
the Lord. Implant thy fear in our hearts, 
that we may not depart from thee. .Give us 
grace to present to thee our bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is 
our reasonable service. Let our path be as 
the shining light, that shineth more and 
more unto the perfect day. Lead us into all 
truth, and establish our hearts in grace. Com- 
plete that which is lacking in our faith, that 
it may be not only vital, but powerfully ope- 
rative. Store Dur minds with objects that are 
spiritual and eternal, that those which are 
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merely seen and temporal, may have no set- 
tled place. May all the affecting motives of 
the Gospel be near, and may we live in the 
habitual contemplation of a God in judgment 
and a world on fire. 

And now regard this household through 
another season of helplessness and danger. 
May all its members be the charge of our 
God. Tenderly remember those whom we 
love. Afford thy benediction to all the for 
milies of Israel. Favour the churches of the 
faithful, however denominated among men. 
Let all who dispense the truth, both by their 
preaching and living, set it forth, and shew it 
accordingly. Soon let the wickedness of the 
wicked come to an end, and the just be es- 
tablished, and all the people of the earth be 
righteous. Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, 
and the power, and the glory, and the vic- 
tory, and the majesty, for all that is in the 
heaven and the earth is thine ; thine is tUe 
kingdom, O Lord, and thou art exalted as 
head above all. O enable us to thank thee, 
and to praise thy glorious name for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
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TUESDAY MORNING. 

Hearken unto the voice of our cry, our 
King, and our God, for unto thee will we 
pray. Our voice shalt thou hear in the morn- 
ing, O Lord, in the morning will we direct 
our prayer unto thee, and will look up. Thou 
art not a God that hath pleasure in wicked- 
ness, neither shall evil dwell with thee» but 
thou. Lord, wilt bless the righteous, with favour 
wilt thou compass him as with a shield. We 
are not worthy of the least of all thy mercies, 
but we would pray for the greatest. O let us 
be set apart with the godly for thyself. Be 
thou the portion of our souls, and let us hope 
in thee. Justify us freely by thy grace 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. 
May he be made unto us wisdom, that we 
may know him, whom to know is life eternal ; 
righteousness, that we may stand with ac- 
ceptance before thee ; sanctification, that we 
may be the temples of the living God ; and 
redemption, that we may be freed from the 
curse of the law and the bondage of the grave. 
yVe would acknowledge with shame our 
proneness to forget our souls in providing for 
the body; eternity, in the pursuits of time; and 
a Saviour, in our intercourse with sinners. 
Arouse us^ O Holy Spirit. ' Let the voice of 
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God be heard saying, Awake thou that sleeps 
est, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall 
give thee light. Suffer us not to sink into 
remediless woe. Snatch us as brands from 
the burning. Save us with an everlasting 
salvation. Take to thyself great glory in 
bearing us to heaven from the dark door of 
hell. We would adore thee, O Lord, if we 
have any proof that we have passed from death 
unto life. Thou hadst not done so much for 
us, hadst thou enabled us to prophesy, or to 
work miracles in thy name. O what manner 
of love hath the Father bestowed on us, if we 
are called the sons of God ! And yet how 
little have we done for thee ! Often hast thou 
come seeking fruit, but though there may 
have been the leaves of profession, and the 
buds of promise, we have not produced in 
rich abundance the fruit of the Spirit. Revive 
thy work in the midst of the years. Quicken 
thou us according to thy word. Keep the 
truths of thy gospel ever in the imagination 
of the hearts of thy people, and let us adorn 
the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things. 
May we add to our faith virtue^ and to virtue 
knowledge, and to knowledge temperance, 
and to temperance patience, and to patience 
godliness, and to godliness brotherly kind- 
ness, and to brotherly kindness charity. O 
let these things be in us, and abouw^^ VJoaX 
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we may neither be barren nor unfruitful in 
the knowledge of our Lord JeSus Christ. 
With affections weaned from the world, and 
with evidences bright for heaven, may we wait 
all our appointed days, till our change ebmes ; 
may we die supported by the consolations of 
thy gospel, and enter thy presence where are 
the fulness of joy, and pleasures for evermore. 
Forbid, we beseech thee, O God, that the 
connexions subsisting through life should be 
broken in death. O that thou wouldest bless 
this family indeed, that thine hand may be 
with us, that thou wouldst keep us from evil 
that it may not grieve us ! Let us be fellow* 
heirs of the grace of life. Number all our 
relations, and friends, and acquaintance, with 
thy saints in glory everlasting ; — thus shall we 
be separated only for a moment, to be re- 
united for ever. 

We present these our adorations, con- 
fessions, thanksgivings, and prayers, not in 
our own name, but in that of the onlv Re- 
deemer, to whom, with the Father, and the 
Holy Spirit, we unite in ascriptions of equal 
and immortal praise. Amen. 
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TUESDAY EVENING. 

O Thou who art of purer eyes than to look 
upon sin ; the wicked shall not stand in thy 
sight, thou hatest all the workers of iniquity. 
Alas ! for us, for we are undone ! Holy, holy, 
holy, is the Lord God of Hosts, while we are 
altogether unclean, and dwell among men of 
unclean lips. Enable us, O God, by the aid 
of the Spirit of grace, to look on him whom 
we have pierced, and to mourn for him as 
one mourheth for his only son, and to be in 
bitterness for him as one that is in bitterness 
for his first-bom. No humility can be pro- 
portioned to our fall, no expressions of peni- 
tence can be adequate to our guilt. Thou 
didst create man in thine own likeness, but 
we have lost that lovely image. Thou art 
our Sovereign, but we have violated thy com- 
mands, and lived as if we were at our own 
disposal. Thou hast exercised towards us 
love infinitely transcending that of an earthly 
parent, though the fondest of fathers • but our 
carnal minds have been at enmity with God. 
We have been formed by thy power capable 
of deriving the highest enjoyment from thy 
presence and favour, but we have forsaken the 
fountain of living waters, and hewn out unto 
ourselves cisterns, broken cisterns that can 
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hold no water. We have been but little 
affected by. thine unspeakable gift, and have 
not only made light of the plenitude of grace, 
but have even abused the gifts of thy provi- 
dence. 

Enter not into judgment with thy servants, 
O Lord, for in thy sight shall no flesh living 
be justified. Deal not with us according to 
our sins, but, according to the multitude of 
thy tender mercies, blot out our transgres- 
sions. Where sin has abounded, O let grace 
much more abound. — And while we thus seek 
forgiveness, we would in\plore purity ; while 
we would surrender our souls to Christ as 
the Redeemer, we would give them to the 
care of the Holy Spirit as the Sanctifier. 
impart to us a divine nature, and make us 
partakers of thy holiness. Shed abroad the 
love of Chi'ist in our hearts. Control the 
current of our thoughts, and feelings. Keep 
us from every thing in word and deed that 
would provoke thy displeasure, or grieve the 
Spirit of grace. Quicken us in all our duties, 
whether personal or relative, secular or sacred. 
Let us be found among the chosen generation, 
the royal priesthood, the holy nation, the 
peculiar people ; that we may shew forth the 
praises of Him who hath called us out of 
darkness into his marvellous light. Help us 
to pass through things which are fleeting^ so 
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as not to lose those that are enduring ; to be 
strangers in this world, and pilgrims to ano^ 
ther. Unto the Lord our God belong the 
issues from death, and He that is our God is 
the God of salvation. We bless thee, this 
evening, O thou preserver of men. Another 
day has been added to the season of thy long- 
suffering, and our opportunities of preparation 
for eternity. We would lament that the end 
of our existence is so imperfectly answered^ 
and that in all things we offend^ and com^ 
short of thy glory. The review of a single 
day is enough to plunge us into despondency ; 
our only hope of the forgiveness of recent sins 
is in Christ, to whose blood we must look for 
the pardon of the past, and on whose grace 
we must depend for deliverance from future 
eviL And now may we lay ourselves down 
to sleep in peace, and do thou, Loi*d, make us 
to dwell in safety. May this house be the 
tabernacle of the righteous. Ever fill it with 
the voice of rejoicing and praise. May those 
who are placed at the head of the family dis- 
charge their duty to the beloved objects of 
their care; and may they remember our 
claims upon them. In our several relations 
may we walk by the rule of thy word, and 
prove, how good and pleasant a thing it is to 
dwell together in unity and love. 
O Lord, hear! O Lord, for give \ OYiOX^^ 
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hearken and do ! defer not for thine own sake, 
O our God, so will we praise and magnify 
thy name, through the great and glorious 
Mediator. Amen. 



WEDNESDAY MORNING. 

O Lord, thou makest the outgoings of the 
tnoming and evening to rejoice. Thou yisitest 
the earth, and waterest it ; thou greatly en- 
richest it with the river of God, which is full 
of water; thou preparest them com, wh^jn 
thou hast so provided for it. Thou waterest 
-the ridges thereof abundantly, thou settlest 
the furrows thereof, thou makest it soft with 
«howers, thou blessest the springing thereof. 
Thou crownest the year with thy goodness, 
and thy paths drop fatness. Enable us to 
take up the holy resolution. We will bless thee 
O God at all times, thy praise shall ever be 
in our mouths ; we will magnify thee with the 
voice of thanksgiving, and bless thy sacred 
name together. Heighten thy goodness in 
our estimation, by convincing us of our utter 
unworthiness. Nothing more could have been 
done for us than has been done ; and yet, so 
far have we fallen from original righteousness, 
rtbat the depravity of our uatuve has constantly 
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appeared in the disobedience and rebellion of 
our lives. How early did we discover ten- 
dencies to pride^ and anger^ and envy, and 
discontent ! O remember not against us the 
sins of our youth. Nor let the multiplied 
transgressions of riper years come into re^ 
membrance— our misimproved time and ta- 
lents^ our wasted and perverted seasons of 
religious advantage, and our neglect of the 
Redeemer of men* Pity us, O pity us ; let 
the good hand of the Lord still be upon us^ 
and never may we feel the value of his fa- 
vours^ from their judicial, though deserved 
removal ! So often as our necessities returUf 
may we welcome the bestowments of our 
Father and our Godi And, we pray thee, to 
give us that due sense of all thy mercies, that 
our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful; and 
that we may shew forth thy praise, not only 
with our lips but in our lives ; by giving up 
ourselves to thy service, and by walking before 
thee in holiness and righteousness all our days. 
For this, may we be thy workmanship, created 
in Christ Jesus unto good works, which thou 
hast before ordained that we should walk in 
them. Let Jesus dwell in our hearts by faith> 
that we, being rooted and grounded in love, 
may be able to comprehend with all saints, 
and to know the height and depth, and length 
and breadth of that love which pa&^e.\\v Vwo;^- 
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ledge; that we may be filled with all the 
fulness of God- Aware of our danger, may 
we watch; sensible of our weakness, may we 
trust on the arm of Omnipotence; and per- 
suaded that for all things thou wilt be in- 
quired of by the hou$e of Israel, may we con- 
tinue instant in prayer. Give us grace this 
day to keep our hearts with all diligence, 
knowing that out of them are the issues of 
life. Hold thou us upy and we shall be safe. 
Impress on our minds the truth, that retire- 
ment from the world will prepare us for inter-^ 
course with God, and communion with God 
will prepare us for intercourse with the 
world. While diligent in business, may 
we be fervent in spirit, serving the Lord. 
While we labour for the meat that perisheth^ 
may we labour for that which endureth 
unto everlasting life. While our bodies 
await thy command to return unto the dust 
from whence they came, may our treasure be 
in heaven, and our hearts be there also- And^ 
as a promise is left us of entering into that 
rest, O let us fear, lest we should seem to 
come short of it. Forbid that it should be 
said to us. Ye did run well, who hath hindered 
you ? Enable us, we beseech thee, individually 
to exclaim, I follow after, if that I may ap- 
prehend that for which also I am apprehended 
of Christ Jesus ; I count not myself to have- 
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apprehended^ but this one thing I do, for- 
g^etting the things which are behind, and 
reaching forth to those things which are 
before, 1 press toward the mark for the prize 
of the high calling of God in Christ Jesiis. 
And when the heavens shall be rolled toge- 
ther as a scroll, and the earth be removed out 
of its place, may we lift up our heads with 
joy,, trusting in that glorious Redeemer, whose 
promises are now our stay; to whom be 
ascribed all glory, honour, and dominion, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 



WEDNESDAY EVENING. 

Thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest the 
praises of Israel. Our fathers trusted in thee, 
they trusted, and thou didst deliver them. 
They cried unto thee, and were delivered ; 
they trusted in thee, and were not confounded. 
Millions have returned from thy footstool, 
acknowledging with gratitude and joy that 
the same Lord over all is rich unto all that 
call upon him,— that he giveth to every one 
liberally, and upbraideth not. We would feel 
it at this time our duty and privilege to re- 
iterate their tribute. Of thy favours, unde- 
gervin^ as we are, we have richly >tA^aT%A'^ 
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participated. Not more than others we de- 
serve^ but God has given us more. While 
the eyes of all wait on thee, thou hast granted 
us our food in its season. Though on others 
calamities have fallen, we have not been over- 
whelmed by distress. We have been sur- 
rounded by perils, but thou, who hast pre- 
served us from the terror by night, hast 
shielded us also from the arrow that flieth by. 
day. O Lord, continue, to be our refuge. Be 
thou, O Most High, our habitation. Cover 
us with thy feathers, under thy wing^ may we 
trust, and let thy truth be our shield and 
buckler. Give thine angels charge over us, 
to keep us in all our ways. Let us tread upon 
the lion and adder, the young lion and the 
dragon let us trample under feet. We would 
call to mind that these are the peculiar bless- 
ings of thy people, aod therefore we pray that 
we may be found among those who have the 
Lord for their .God. Grant us individually 
grace to say, I am cracified with Christ, 
nevertheless I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth 
in me ; and the life which I now live in the 
flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, 
who loved me, and gave himself, for me. 
Afford us, if it please thee, a scriptural, satis- 
factory, and animating evidence, of our inte- 
rest in Christ ; or should this be denied, may 
we still hunger fMiid thirst after righteousness. 
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Raise as above the world. As we dreaded 
not its frowns when in the ways of sin, let us 
not fear them in the paths of duty. May it 
ever be a light thing with us to be judged of 
man s judgment, but let our rejoicing be this, 
the testimony of our conscience, that in sim- 
plicity, and godly sincerity, and by the grace 
of God, we have had our convei'sation among 
men. Increase, we pray thee, O God, our 
humility, and let penitence be more sincere 
and influential. In many things we have 
offended, and in all come short of thy glory. 
How little good can othera trace to us ! How 
much injury may some have sustained from 
the strength of our corruptions, and the 
inconsistencies of our conduct! May our 
relative influence as well as our personal 
happiness and security urge us to seek pros- 
perity of soul. As the eyes of the Lord are 
upon all the ways of the sons of men, to give 
unto every man according to his ways and 
according to the fruit of his doings, make 
it our concern to bring forth much fruity 
that our heavenly Father may be glorified; 
and that we may shine as the brightness 
of the firmament for ever and ever. We 
beseech thee, O God, to bestow similar and 
all needful blessings on our relations, our 
countrymen, and the whole family of man. 
Console the distressed, support the afflicted, 
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guide the perplexed, relieve the poor, succow 
the tempted, and redeem the lost. Mercifally 
accept these our prayers, and pour out the 
blessings we have failed to supplicate. And 
for all the good things we have received, or 
hope for from thy bountiful hands, enable us 
to render our grateful thanks, and let it be 
our employment, now, henceforth, and for 
ever, abundantly to utter the memory of 
thy goodness, and to sing of thy praise. 
Amen and Amen. 



THURSDAY MORNING. 

We would come and worship, and fall 
down, and kneel before the Lord oUr Maker, 
for thou art the Lord our God, and we mt 
the sheep of thy pa^tur^ and the workman^ 
ship of thy hands. Wie are indeed fearfully 
and wonderfully made. Thine eyes did see 
our substance yet being unperfect, and in thy 
book all our members were written, which in 
continuance were fashioned, when as yet 
there was none of them. We would adore 
thee at this time, O God, not only as our 
Creator, but as oUr Preserver. A few hours 
ago we committed each other to thy pro- 
tection and cai'e, and thou hast saved us from 
peril, and endued us with strength. And yet 
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many are destitute of our advantages. Some 
have been exclaiming, Wearisome nights are 
appointed unto us, when shall we see the 
morning light ? How many wretched souls 
have fled since the last setting sun ! Othei*s 
have awakened to circumstances of unex* 
peeled solicitude and. sorrow. How great is 
thy loving kindness to us, O God! Help us 
to put our trust under the shadow of thy 
wings. For thy name's sake, be gracious to 
us still. Never leave us, never,- never foi'sake 
as. If we have much, may we enjoy thee in 
all ; if we have little, may we enjoy all in 
thee. Whatever we have do thou bless, 
whatever we need do thou bestow, and what- 
ever is injurious to our best interests do thou 
remove. We are now, and we shall be while 
we are in this tabernacle, spiritually necessi- 
tous. But how can we sufficiently praise thee 
for the glorious gospel of the blessed God ? 
Here we find, lost as we are, that there is a 
great salvation ; weak as we are, that there is 
help laid on One who is mighty ; poor as we 
are, that unsearchable riches are treasured up 
in Christ ; and, though we have nothing, that 
in him we may have all things. O give us 
grace to look to Him, that we may have re- 
demption through his blood ! Suffer us not 
to defer the pursuit of his righteousness. 
Convince us that we must be saved now or 
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never; that we must be saved in this world, 
or we cannot be saved in the next ; that we 
must be saved from sin, or we cannot be saved 
from hell. That the future blessings of the 
righteous may be ours, dispose us to seek 
their present advantages. Influence us by 
thy Holy Spirit to obey the exhortation, To- 
day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your 
hearts, as in the provocation. May we watch 
unto prayer — guard against unholy thoughts 
— repress the first risings of corruption — and 
remember our vows ; tmcing all that is good 
to thee, and all that is evil to ourselves. 
Girding up the loins of our minds, may we 
be sober and hope to the end, for the grace 
that is to be brought unto us, at the revelation 
of Jesus Christ. In prospect of the last 
messenger's arrival may we say, I have fought 
a good fight, I have finished my course, I 
have kept the faith, and henceforth there is 
laid up for me a crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord the righteous Judge shall 
give me at that day, and not unto me only, 
but unto all them that love his appearing. 
While we exclaim, God be mercifiil to us, and 
bless us, and cause his face to shine upon us. 
We would add, Let thy way be known Upon 
earth, thy saving health among all nations. 
Let the people praise thee, O God, yea, let all 
the people praise thee ; then shall tb^ earth 
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yield her increase, and God, even our own 
God, shall give us his blessing. And all we 
ask is through the mediation of Him who 
bore our sins, and carried our sorrows; to 
whom with the Father, and the Spirit of graces 
be endless praises. Amen. 



THURSDAY EVENING* 

O Lord, who is like unto thee ! Thou art 
the blessed, and only Potentate, the King 
eternal, immortal, invisible, who only hath 
immortality, dwelling in the light which no 
man can approach unto, whom no man hath 
seen, nor can see. We rejoice that though 
thou art thus exalted far above all blessing 
and praise, thou hast respect unto the lowly, 
and even hast pleasure in them that fear thee, 
in them that hope in thy mercy. Were it not 
for the assurance that thy compassion is 
boundless, we must sink into despondency 
and despair. If we say that we have no sin, 
we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us ; but if we confess our sins, thou, O Lord, 
art faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
Enable us often to engage in this important 
exercise, and not only to acknowledge but 
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also to bewail our manifold sins and wicked- 
ness, which we from time to time most 
grievously have committed, by thought, word, 
and deed, against thy divine majesty, pro- 
voking most justly thy wrath and indignation 
against us. May we earnestly repent, and be 
heartily sorry for these our misdoings, may 
the remembrance of them be grievous unto 
us, and the burden of them be intolerable. 
Have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us, 
most merciful Father ; for thy Son our Lord 
Jesus Christ's sake, forgive us all that is pastj 
and grant that we may ever hereafter serve 
and please thee in newness of life. Alas! for 
us, we are prone to forget the things that 
make for our peace. Stir up our minds by 
way of remembrance. Let all the means we 
have of spiritual good, be in constant exercise, 
beneath the effectual blessing of our God. 
Make our consciences faithful to their trust, 
and us attentive to their monitions. May we 
regard the work of the Lord, and consider 
the operation of his hands. Let the word of 
Christ dwell in us richly in all wisdom. In- 
spire us with that devotion which habitually 
operates, which will make it our delight to 
pour forth the whole soul before thee, and, 
when this is not permitted, to waft fervent 
and holy ejaculations to thy throne. Supply 
us every day, every hour, every moment, with 
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the influences of the evetvblessed S{ttrit 
^thout his $ud we are weaker than worms, 
ndth him we are but a little lower than the 
angels. Take charge, we entreat thee, of our 
temporal cirQumstances, O thou that clothest 
the lilies of the field, and feedest the fowls of 
the air, and hearest the young ravens that 
cry. Two things only we require of thee: 
Remove far from us vanity and lies ; give us 
neither poverty nor riches ; feed us with food 
convenient for us; lest we be full and deny 
thee^. aad say. Who is the Lord ? or, lest we 
be poor, and steal, and take the name of our 
God ia vain. O send us nothing that .thou 
wilt not bless, and take nothing from us in 
thy displeasure. Suffer us never to ima^ne 
that this is our rest, and guard us against the 
evils of wishing to depart before all the fruit 
thou requirest is brought forth, or wishing to 
stay when the Master calls us. May a 
knowledge of thy will be enough to induce 
entire submission, and to ensure prompt and 
cheerful obedience. O give to every indivi- 
dual before thee the holy and happy state of 
mind which shall allow the declaration, Lord, 
my heart is not haughty, nor mine eyes lofty ; 
neither do I exercise myself in great matters^ 
nor in thjngs too high for me. Surely I have 
behaved and quieted myself as a child that is 
weaned from its mother ; my soul is even as 
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a weaned child. O Lord, thou demandest 
our tribute for the mercies of this day, enable 
us with sincere and ardent gratitude to pre- 
sent it at thy feet. Accept our offerings 
through the beloved, who, while we are un- 
deserving, is worthy to receive power, and 
riches, and wisdom, and might, and honour, 
and glory/ and blessing. Indulge us now, we 
pray thee, with refreshing sleep ; or, if this be 
denied, may our souls be satisfied as with 
marrow and fatness, and our mouths shall 
praise thee with joyful lips, when we remem- 
1>er thee on our bed, and meditate on thee in 
the night watches. In the morning may we 
arise beneath the smiles of thy countenance; 
and to the triune Jehovah be ascribed majesty 
and dominion, for ever and ever. Amen. 



FRIDAY MORNING. 

EvER-uviNG God ! We would abandon eveiy 
earthly hope, and look to thee. The idols of 
the heathen are silver and gold, the work of 
men*s hands. They have mouths, but they 
speak not ; eyes have they, but they see not. 
They have ears, but they hear not ; noses have 
they, but they smell not. They have hands, 
but they handle not; feet Viave \\\^^,V>\xV\feft^ 
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walk not. But in thee, O Lord, is every per- 
fection ; all thine attributes are engaged in 
behalf of thy people, and from thee cometb 
every good gift and every perfect gift. And 
jet, in a land called Christian, we have been 
chargeable with awful idolatry. How often 
have ignorance, self-righteousness, sensuality, 
and unbelief, gained, and kept the ascendancy 
in our hearts ! O let it be so no more ! Take 
from us all iniquity, so will we render the 
calves of our lips. Make the weapons which 
are not . carnal, mighty through thee to the 
pulling down of strong holds, casting down 
imaginations, and every high thing that 
exaltetb itself against the knowledge of God, 
and bringing into captivity every thought to 
the obedience of Christ. Thy command is as 
gracious as it is just, that we love thee with 
all our heart and mind, and soul and strength ; 
enable us, we pray thee, to comply with the 
charge. Sanctify our affections, and set them 
on things that are above, where Christ sitteth at 
the right hand of God. From a state of feeling 
thus purified may there arise the charity that 
8uffereth long, and is kind ; that vaunteth not 
itself, is not puffed up; doth not behave itself 
unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily 
provoked, thinketh no evil ; beareth all things, 
beli^veth all things, hopeth all things, en- 
duretb all things. We trust we feeX, «x\^^^ 
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would do so increasingly, our own weakness. 
In us, that is in our flesh, there dwelleth no 
good thing, and . we can serve thee only by 
the aid of thy grace. May the past suffice to 
have trusted in man and made flesh our arm, 
and henceforth may we be strong in the Lord 
and in the power of his might. O thou who 
dost not break the bruised reed, nor quench 
the smoking flax, thou Shepherd of Israel, 
who gatherest the lambs with thine arm, and 
carriest them in thy bosom, and gently leadest 
those that are with young,— let thy rod and 
staff comfort us ; and as our days so may our 
strength be. Encourage us, O God, by the 
thought that though this is a changing scene, 
and we are exposed to vicissitudes, in thee is 
no variableness, neither the shadow of turning. 
Convince us that what men call chance is thy 
providence, and that every event occurs by 
thy appointment, or permission. Wherever 
we tt-ace thy hand may we be persuaded of 
its guidance by unerring wisdom and bound- 
less love, and cheerfully say. Thy will be done 
on earth, as it is in heaven. May we feel 
that what is pleasing is not always good, and 
that what is^ painful may tend to our advan- 
tage ; and thus be preserved from charging 
God fbolishly, and from the guilt of ingrati* 
tude, worldly-mindedne^s, and presumption. 
Teach us that while many things are flattering, 
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aiid some are desirable, one thing is needful ; 
and that this not only makes provision for 
eternity, but secures our intei*ests in time. 
Let godliness* which is profitable to all things, 
be Ourd, that we may be blameless and harm* 
less,' the sons of God, without rebuke, in the 
midst of a crooked and perverse nation, 
among whom may we shine as lights in the 
world, holding forth the word of life. We 
would not travel to the skies alone. Make 
those who are dear to us dear to thee. Dis* 
pose men to employ their talents to thy glory 
and praise. Supply the temporal wants of 
the poor, and make them rieh in faith, and 
heirs of the kingdom of heaven. May sin, 
which is the reproach of any people, be dimi- 
nished and removed, and the righteousness 
which exalteth a nation be great and prevail. 
And may the gitice of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. 
Amen* 



EBIDAy EVENING. 

Give ear, O Lord, to our cry, and listen to 
the voice of our supplications. Aid us, we 
humbly beseech thee, in our evening exeroiBe, 
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for to pray and praise aright is not by might, 
nor by power, but by thy Spirit, O thou God 
of Hosts. We rejoice that with thee there, is 
no difference between the Jew. and the Greek, 
the high and the low, the lieariied aud the 
ignorant ; for the same Lord over all is rich, 
unto all that call upon him. All Qur springs, 
have been, and are in thee. From, the fii:$t 
moment of pur lives we were cast on thy care. 
And as we have been supplied by thy hand, 
defended by thine arm, and guided by thine 
eye, we pray thiat we all may become,^ not 
merely the pensionens on thy bounty, but the. 
monuments of thy grace. OJet what we re- 
ceive in answer, to. prayer be returned to thee, 
in praise, and let the. favours that. fall upon 
us unsolicited, awaken grateful feelings, and. 
inspire implicit confidence. We would bless, 
thee, O pur Father, that through. thy tender, 
mercy the, day spring from on high, hath, 
visited us, to give.light to us whosat in dark-, 
ness and in the shadow of death, and to guide, 
our feet into the way of peace. Suffer us not 
to be satisfied with the truth beaming on our 
path, but do thou who commanded the light 
to shine out of . darkness, shine into our 
hearts to give us the light of the knowledge 
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ, Impart tp us the spirit of revelation 
in the knowledge ofJHim,, that the. eyes of 
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oiir understanding may be enligiitened ; that 
we may know what is the hope of his callings 
atfd what the riches of the glory of his in- 
heritance in the saints; and what is the 
exceeding greatness of his power to those who 
believe. O grant each of us thy grace to 
thmslate us into the kingdom of thy dear 
Son, and to niake us meet for the inheritance 
of the saints in light. As we advance in 
years, may we increase in resemblance to 
those who have gone before us, who have 
washed their robes, and made them white in 
the blood of the Lamb. May Jesus be more 
precious to our souls, and more faithfully 
imitated as our great example. May the 
ebmniandments of God be more promptly 
obeyed^ and his will more fully become our^. 
May we discover less of unsanctified feeling, 
and produce more of the fruit of the Spirit, 
which is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, and 
temperance. May earth exert less power over 
us, and heaven put forth an irresistible at- 
traction. Incline us, O God, to sympathize 
with those who suffer adversity, as being 
ourselves also in the body. Teach us to 
devise liberal things^ and freely to give of 
what we have ; if we have received much to 
offer much, and if little, may we remember 
that where there is first a willing mind it is 

E 2 
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accepted according to what a man hath, 
and not according to that he hath no|. 
Impress on our hearts^ as an important 
principle of action, that the souls of men 
should be preferred before their bodies in 
estimation and intention, but that in. point 
of time the body is often to be preferred to 
the soul, because if the body be snflTered to 
perish, the hoping of the soul will be past 
our power. Whatever we do, may we do it 
heartily as unto the Lord and not unto men; 
and at last may we obtain the plaudit which 
we would preifer to ail others, — ^They have 
done what they could. 

And now, indulgent Parent, adoring thy 
great and glorious name, pleading for the 
pardon of our manifold iniquities, and su{^li- 
cating all thou seest we need ; we humbly 
comm^d ourselves and all who belong to us, 
to the care of thy kind providence. O thou 
that savest by thy right hand them who put 
their trust in thee from those that rise up 
against them, keep us as the apple of thine 
eye, hide us under the shadow of thy wings. 
Sinful and helpless as we are, we are en- 
.couraged to implore thy protection through 
t))e hours of darkness. May we lie down in 
peace and take our rest. Make us to dwell 
safely, and to be quiet from fear of evil. 
Keep us mindful, O Lord, at the close of 
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every day, that the end of all things is at 
hand ; that we may be sober, and watch unto 
prayer. May our first days pour no reproach 
on our last, but at thy bidding may we cheer- 
fully shut our eyes on all things here, per- 
suaded that though to live is Christ, to die is 
gain. So we thy people, and the sheep of thy 
pasture, will give thee thanks for ever; we 
will shew forth thy praise throughout all 
generations. Amen. 



SATURDAY MORNING. 

We would unite in devout adoration to 
thee, O Lord, as the God of Providence. 
Thou doeist according to thine own will, in 
the armies of heaven, and among the inhabi- 
tants of the earth ; none can stay thy hand or 
say unto thee, What doest thou? We look 
around, and behold thee establishing king- 
doms and making them instruments of ac- 
complishing thy purposes; extending thy 
paternal care to individuals, for it is not in 
man that walketh to direct his steps; pro- 
viding for the fowls of the air which have 
neither storehouse nor barn, and suffering not 
the leaist of thy creatures to be forgotten; for 
thou art good to all, and thy tetidet tftfito^fe^ 

£3 
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are over all thy works. O God, the Mui^ of 
good, open thoii biir lipd and our maothfi 
i^hall shew forthi thy praide. Again we have 
rested, and are refreshed ; while some have 
been tossed to and fro to the dawning of the 
day. We have a safe and quiet habitation^ 
while some have not where to lay their heads. 
We own thy goodness to us, and would desire 
to bless and magnify thy name. To the 
suitable acknowledgment of temporal favours 
we feel inadequate, how then shall we give 
thanks unto God for his unspeakable gift? 
Scarcely for a righteous man would one die, 
perad venture for a good man one would even 
dare to die ; but thou hast commended thy 
love toward us, in that while we were yet 
sinners Christ died for us. We bless thee that 
while his death is an atonement for sin, be 
rose again for our justification, and brought 
in an everlasting righteousness. Glory be to 
God in the highest for peace on earth and 
good-will to men. Inspire us with a concern, 
O Lord, we humbly entreat thee, to embrace 
the gospel of the kingdom, that we may 
realize all the blessings it reveals, and not 
only hear that there is a Saviour, but excl^m 
in the language of holy appropriation. This is 
my beloved, and this is my friend, O ye 
daughters of Jerusalem. Ever let thoughts 
of Christ and things dmue occw^^ out m\{!ijA&) 
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and may his love constrain ns ; because we 
thus judge^ that if one died for all, then were 
all dead ; and that he died for all, that they 
who live should not henceforth live unto 
themselves, but unto Him who died for them, 
and rose again. Write thy law on the fleshly 
tables of our hearts, that we may not depart 
from thee. With a deep, abiding, and opera- 
tive sense of eternal realities may we now go ^ 
forth to our several duties to the evening. 
And let the beauty of the Lord our God be 
upon us, and establish thou the work of our 
hands upon us ; yea, the work of our hands 
establish thou it. Ever may we distinguish 
between claims that are human, and those 
that are divine. While we render unto Caesar 
the things that are Caesar's, may we render 
unto God the things that are God's. Save us, 
Loi'd, from a worldly mind ; from covetous- 
ness which is idolatry before thee, and from 
that undue anxiety as to the affairs of this 
life, against which thou hast mercifully warned 
us. Give us grace to take heed to ourselves, 
and to beware, lest, at any time, our hearts 
be overcharged with the cares of the present 
life, and we fall into temptation, and a snare, 
and into those foolish and hurtful lusts, which 
drown men in destruction and perdition^ 
Honour us, by making us the instruments of 
pFomoting the welfare of othet%« Co\i^afc^«Xfc^ 
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O Lord, alJ our talents to thy service. Espe- 
cially may our solicitude and efforts be avail- 
able with regai'd to our various connexions. 
May those who are dear to us in the bonds of 
nature be born again, not of water, but of thy 
Spirit ; and may our friends prove that they 
sustain the same relation to Him who lovetb 
at all *times, by cheerfully doing whatsoever 
he has commanded. Let the rising generation 
be a. seed to serve thee, and be kept by thy 
word from the paths of the destroyer. Re- 
member those who are descending into the 
vale of years. Cast them not off in the time of 
old age, forsake them not when their strength 
faileth. 

We call to remembrance, O Lord, our own 
unworthiness,— rwe have forfeited all claim to 
thy favour. O look on our Shield, and on 
the face of thine Anointed, and for the sake 
of Jesus, our Advocate with the Father, 
acciept and bless us, now and for ever. Amen. 



SATURDAY EVENING. 

Lord, thou. hast been the dwelling place of 

thy people in all generations. Before the 

mountains were brought forth, or ever thou 

Aadi^t formed the earth and lYveN^ioAd, w^w 
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from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God. 
A thousand years in thy sight are but as 
yesterday when it is past, and as a watch in 
the night. But all flesh is as grass, and all 
the glory of man as the flower of grass. The 
grass withereth, and the flower thereof fedleth 
away. Impress this truth on our minds, WB 
pray thee, at the close of another week. Its 
hours are gone to appear before God,--are 
gone [to return no morcp As we lode back, 
we feel there is cause for deep humility, 
and shame* How much has been discovera- 
ble of what is evil ; how little of what is good ! 
And if our view produces this conviction, 
what must we be in thine, O thou Searcher 
of hearts, before whom the heavens are not 
clean, and the angels are chargeable with folly ! 
It is of the Lord's mercies that we are not 
consumed, and because his compassions fail 
not. Surely as far as the heavens are above 
the earth, so far are thy ways, O God, higher 
than our ways, and thy thoughts than our 
thoughts. With whatever hopes others delude 
themselves of acceptance with thee for their 
own sakes, we trust that we have none. If 
ever we are saved, it cannot be by works of 
righteousness which we have done, but ac- 
cording to thy mercy, by the washing of 
regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost, 
which is shed on us abundaxilV} \)atQi^ai2^ 
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JesQS Christ: our Saviour. The desire of our 
spuls is therefore towards thee, the remem- 
brance of thy name, and the cross on which 
he was lifted up. To thee we now call, and 
on thee we will depend till thou visit us with 
the choicest of thy favours. O remember not 
against us our former iniquities, enter not 
into judgment with us according to our de- 
serts,, but according to thy great goodness,— 
thy sovereign grace, regard us, O Lord. Blot 
out; as a cloud our transgressions, and as a 
thick cloud our sins. Justify us freely through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. May 
the very God . of peace sanctify us wholly, 
and, we pray God, our whole spirit, and soul, 
and body, may be preserved blameless, unto 
his glorious appearance. At this time, we 
would mingle .thanksgivings with confessions 
and prayers. It becomes us to raise a fresh 
memorial, and inscribe it to the God of oar 
salvation, Hitherto the Lord hath helped us. 
Thou, O our Father, hast holden our souls in 
lifci and hast not suffered our feet to be 
moved. Thou hast watched over us with 
more than paternal, or even maternal love. 
Thine have been all the supplies that have 
nourished us, the comforts that have indulged 
us, the blessings that have enriched us. To 
thee we owe the Scriptures, which are written 
with the Anger of God, lYie iamiVj ^\\»x, wlti 
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its privileges and duties^ and the opportunities 
we have had for holy communion with Him 
who- seeth in secret. 

And O how great a mercy it is that thoii 
art not yet weary of us ! We are about to 
sink into the helplessness of the image of 
death, but we may pray that over us thou 
wouldst cast the mantle of thy protection. 
And to-morrow is the rest of the holy Sabbath 
of the Lord. As the hart panteth after the 
water-brooks, so may our souls pant after 
thee, O God ! That we may participate all 
its blessings, pour out upon us now the in- 
flaences of thy Holy l^irit, &tid let our 
worldly thoughts, and solicitudes, and trials, 
cease to operate. As we have reached the 
limit, of human effort, and as anxiety will* 
avail us nothing, and even seriously injure Us, 
may we cast our burden on the Lord, assured' 
that he will sustain us. Be thou, O God, the' 
portion of our souls, and let us hope in thee. 

We beseech thee, O Lord, to fit all for thy' 
service who enjoy the privileges of this highly' 
favoured - land, for the preparation of the 
heart in man and the answer of the tongue 
are * alike from God. O let thy ministers 
stand in thy counsel; and cause the people to 
hear thy words, that they may turn them' 
from their evil way, and from the evil of 
their doings. 
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And blessed be the Lord God, the God of 
Israd^ wbo only doeth wondrous things ; and 
blessed be his glorious name for ever ; and 
let the whole ^arth be filled w'ith his glory. 
A^en and Amen. 



SECOND WEEK. 



SUNDAY MORNING. 

The grave cannot praise thee, O Lord, 
death cannot celebrate thee; they that go 
down iiito the pit cannot hope for thy truth. 
The living, the living, he shall praise thee,, as 
we do this day. We would call to mind the 
necessities of which we were conscious when 
we retired to rest, and gratefully wotild we 
adore the loving kindness which has supplied 
them. We thank thee, O om* Father, for any 
measui<e of health and strength of body, for 
the preservation of our mental powers, and 
for all our personal^ and domestic, and social 
blessings. O let f^very gift lead us to the 
Giver; and awaken our ardent gratitude. 
Thanks be to God that oppoil\m\l\^Q{\Kid.t^- 
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^ving, are frequent, and that again and 
again we are permitted to approach the 
mercy-seat. We trust we appreciate the 
privilege of these sacred moments, and we 
would anticipate those that await us with 
unspeakable delight. How amiable are 
thy tabernacles, O Lord of hosts ! May our 
souls long for the courts of the Lord, may 
our hearts and our flesh cry out for the living 
God. Of old it- was said, the sparrow hath 
found a house, and the swallow a nest for her- 
self, where she may lay her young, even thine 
altars, O Lord of hosts, our King and our 
God ; — ^may the spot which was their abode be 
GUI'S. One thing may we desire of the Lord, 
and that may we seek after, that we may 
dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of 
our lives, to behold the beauty of the Lord, 
and to enquire in his temple. Wherever thy 
name is recorded, do thou afford thy presence 
and blessing. As in various places the sower 
is going forth to sow the good seed of the 
kingdom, grant that it may fall, not by the 
way-side, or on stony ground,- or among 
thorns, but into good ground ; that it may 
spring up, and bring forth fruit, in some thirty,' 
in others sixty, and in some a hundred foldL 
Gracious Redeemer, be as the dew unto Is- 
rael ; may he grow as the lily, and cast forth 
his roots as, Lebanon. May Vu^ bro.w^^'^ 

F 
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spread, and his beauty be as the olive tree, 
and his smell as Lebanon. Let those .that 
dwell under his shadow return, let them re- 
vive, as the corn, and grow as the vine^ and let 
the scent thereof be as the wine of Lebanon. 
And may there be this day joy in the presence 
of the angels of God oyer sinners repenting, and 
turning to Him from whom they have so deeply 
and grievously revolted. Strengthen, we be- 
seech thee, O Lord, all thy ministers, for the 
discharge of the functions of their responsible 
office. Forbid that their trumpet should give 
an uncertain sound. Guide them by the dic- 
tates of unerring wisdom, that the secrets of 
the hearts of mei\ may be made manifest, that 
so falling down they may worship God, and 
report that he is in them of a truth. O that 
we and all whom. we love may live before 
thee I Number us with the poor in spirit, that 
ours may be the kingdom of heaven ; with 
the meek, that we may inherit the . earth ; 
with those that hunger and thirst after righ- 
teousness, that we may be filled ; with the 
pure in heart, that we may see God ; . with the 
merciful, that we may . obtain mercy ; and 
with the peacemakers, that we may be called 
the children of God, the sons and daughters 
of tlie Lord Almighty. If the Lord is our 
light and our salvation, whom shall we fear? 
If the Lord is the strength of our life, of .whom 
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shall we be afraid ? In the time of trouble he 
shall hide us in his pavilion ; in the secret of 
his tabernacle shall he hide us, he shall set 
us upon a rock. And now shall we be pros- 
perous beneath his smiles, therefore will we 
offer in his tabernacles sacrifices of joy, we 
m\l sing, yea we will sing praises unto the 
Lord. Be mindful we beseech thee, O thou 
fountain of good, of all those who Mnill not 
share our public privileges. Some are per- 
sonally afflicted, and others are relatively dis- 
tressed ; g^nt that they may prove that the 
consolations of thy Spirit are neither few nor 
small. Pity those who follow lying vani* 
ties^ and forsake their own mercies, and snatch 
them from perdition Into which they are fall- 
ing. May the angel of ^he covenant send to 
the dark places of the earth the good news, 
the glad tidings of salvation. From the ris- 
ing of the sun, even unto the going down of 
the same, may the name of God be great 
among the Gentiles, and in every place may 
incense be offered to his name, and a pure 
offering. Speedily may the world become one 
vast and glorious temple, in which all man- 
kind shall present themselves and their sacri- 
fices before thee our God, through the great 
High Priest of our profession, who is worthy 
with the Father, and the Holy Ghost, of pre- 
sent and ceaseless honours. Amen. 

f2 
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SUNDAY EVENING. 

Truly our souls would wait upon God, for 
from him cometh our salvation. He only is 
our rock and our salvation ; be is our glory, 
defence, and refuge ; therefore will we trust 
in him at all times, and pour out our hearts 
before him. Through another of the days of 
the Son of Man we have professedly engaged in 
the service of the Majesty of heaven and earth, 
but, alas ! how defectively and criminally ! 
Our spiritual exercises and our secular occupa- 
tions call alike for thine indignation. How 
many precious moments have we squandered ! 
How much interruption have we allowed from 
unsuitable thoughts and feelings ? How slow 
are we to understand the scriptures? How 
hard are our hearts ! How backward are we 
to whatever is good ! How prone are we to 
all that is evil. Visit us not, O Lord, with 
spiritual privation. Remove not, we entreat 
thee, our privileges from us> or us from our 
privileges. We know that we deserve not 
their continuance, but avert from us thy 
wrath, and extend to us thy compassion. 
God be merciful to us sinners! Hide thy 
face from our transgressions, and blot out our 
iniquities. Return, O Lord, and deliver our 
souls. O save us for thy mercy's sake, for 
thou art ready to forgive, and abundantly to 
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pardon those who diligently seek thee. We 
assure ourselves of this^ as we look on Him 
who was once offered to bear the sins of many^ 
and to make intercession for the transgres- 
sors. Believing that whoso cometh to Him 
he will in no wise cast out^ we lay our hand 
on the head of Christ our passover^ and ear- 
nestly beseech thee to clothe us in his finished 
righteousness. Again we have been favoured 
with the dispensation of divine truth. O that 
there were such hearts within us, as that we 
could fear God, and keep his commandments 
always, that it might be well with us, and our 
children for ever j for to obey is better than to 
sacrifice, and to hearken to thy voice is more 
acceptable than the fat of rams. Be it there- 
fore unto us, O God, according to thy word ; 
heal our backslidings, love us freely, stablish us 
by thy mighty power, and keep us henceforth 
from falling, that we may work out our sal- 
vation with fear and trembling, while thou 
art pleased to work in us to will and to do, of 
thine own good pleasure. While we suppli- 
cate grace to love the Lord with all our heart? 
and mind, and soul, and strength, may we 
prove that we love our neighbour as ourselves. 
Suffer us not to live in envy and malice, 
hateful, and hating one another, but may 
our love be without dissimulation, in honour 
pref erring one another, to the eiid \!toX ^>ax 

f3 • 
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hearts may be established unblameable iii ho- 
liness before God, even our Father, at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Ghrist, with all his 
saints. If any are disposed to injure us, we 
would* not return evil for eVil. Vengeance is 
thine,. G* Lord, forbid us to think of aveinging 
ourselves, and enable us at all times to give 
place unto wrath j yea, if our enemy hunger 
may we feed him, and if he thirst g^vef him 
drink ; that in so doing we may heap up coals 
of fire on his head, and overcome evil with 
good. Like Him whose name we bear, we 
would do good unto all men, but especially 
to them who are of the household of faith. 
Whenever we see any of the disciples of Christ 
in circumstances of necessity, and affliction, 
and sorrow, may we give them our tenderest 
sympathies, and utmost aid; that we may 
evince our trust in the Saviour, and our de- 
votedness to him, and at last hear him say, 
Well done, good and faithful servants, foras-^ 
much as ye have done it unto one of the least 
of these my little ones, ye have done it unto 
me. We would reckon that the sufferings of 
this pi'esent time are not worthy to be com- 
pared with the glory that shall be revealed in 
us, when we are finally come unto Mount 
Sion, and into the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Jerusalem : to the general assembly 
and Church of the first bom, to \Vve s^^lrVts of 
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just men made perfect, to Jesus the Mediator 
of the New Covenant, and to God the Judge 
of alL And as thou hast commanded thy 
loving kindness in the day-time, so in the 
night, should we awake, may our song be 
with thee, and our prayer to the God of our 
life. Remembering thee upon our bed and 
meditating on thee in the night watches, may ^ 
the fire of holy affection bum, and having 
found the Lord who made heaven and earth, 
to be our help, may we arise to sing of his 
power, and abundantly to . utter the memory 
of his goodness. And now unto the blessed 
and only Potentate, the King of Kings, and 
Lord of Lords, who only hath immortality, 
dwelling in the light which no man can ap- 
proach unto, whom no man hath seen, nor can 
see, be honour and power everlasting. Amen. 



MONDAY MORNING. 

O God, how great is thy goodness ! A wea- 
risome night might have been appointed us. 
Thou mightest have scared us with dreams, 
and temfied us through visions, and we might 
have been full of tossings too and fro, until 
the dawning of the day. But thou hast be- 
stowed on us sleep, such as thou givest to thy 
beloved) and our beds have refreshed and 
solaced iis. The morning visits u% a^ ^e^w^^dsewX 
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creatures. Stretch out, O Lord, thy muni- 
ficent hand, and minister to our wants. We 
leave the nature and number of thy bestow- 
ments to the Mdsdom that cannot err, and to 
the love that cannot be unkind. Who knowetb 
what is good for man in this life ? All our pe- 
titions we would therefore prefer in submis- 
sion to the divine will. But as every creature 
of God is good, if it be sanctified by prayer, 
and received with thanksgiving, we would 
implore a competent measure of temporal 
things, and with this the blessing of the Lord 
that maketh rich, and addeth no sorrow ; for 
concerning every man to whom God hath 
given riches and wealth, and hath given him 
power to eat thereof, and to take his portion, 
and to rejoice in his labour, we know that this 
is the gift of God. Help us, as sinnei's, to rcr 
ceive with gladness the assurance that when 
the fulness of time was come, God sent forth 
bis Son, made of a woman, made under the 
law, to redeem them that were under the law ; 
that he became bone of our bone and flesh of 
our flesh ; and that because he humbled him- 
self, and became obedient unto death, even 
the death of the cross, God hath highly ex- 
alted him, and given him a name above every 
name, and made him the dispenser of rich and 
inestimable benefits. From liis fulness, O 
God, let us individually be supplied. Make 
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it appear that he who has received gifts for 
men, has obtained some for us. O forbid 
that the necessities of one of us should be for- 
g^otten* Have we faith? Let it feed on the 
word of God, that it may increase in vigour, 
exert a powerful influence, and yield much 
fruit : and if we have it not, graciously im- 
plant within us this vital and saving principle. 
God, as thou art love, and he that dwell- 
eth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him, 
may we be enabled to say, we love thee be- 
cause thou hast first loved us, and that this 
holy affection regulates our thoughts and our 
feelings, our desires and our deeds. Let the 
fear of God be always before our eyes, and 
let the fear of man which bringeth a snare 
cease to affect uS. When we are tempted to 
speak wickedly, O Jet thine excellency make 
us afraid, and thy dread fall upon us, and may 
we stand in awe and sin not. Grant us, we pray, 
thee, O our Father, submission to all thy dis-^ 
pensations ; as clay in the hand of the potter, 
may we be in thine, and so establish and com- 
fort our hearts that we may not be moved 
from the hope of the gospel by any afflictions ; 
knowing that we are appointed thereunto, 
that we suffer according to the will of God^ 
and that we ought to commit our souls to 
Him in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator. 
O that we could take more ddi^ht in 
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approaching the source of being and of bless- 
ednes-s, that we may know his ways, delig'ht in 
his commandments, and never forsake his 
ordinances. Nourish us, we pray thee, in the 
words of faith, and of sound doctrine, and 
enable us to continue steadfastly in tlie things 
'that we have learned from the scriptures, 
which are given by inspiration of God, and are 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correc- 
tion, and for instruction in righteousness, that 
we may be perfect, thoronghly furnished unto 
all good works, and prepared for life eternal, 
(iracious God, look upon all those for 
whom we are solicitous, and be merciful unto 
them as thou usest to do unto ihem that love 
thy name. And help us all to unite in offering 
to thee sincere and grateful ascriptions both 
now and for ever. Amen. 



MONDAY EVENING. 

Blessed be the Lord, because he hath heard 
the voice of our supplication when we criei 
unto him with the whole heart, and lifted i 
our hands toward his holy oracle. Bles« 
be God, who hath not turned away our p 
nor his mercy from us, for he is nigh to 
that call upon him, to all that call upon 1 
JB truth ; therefore wiVl we stvll Uoije, and I 
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of good courage, that he will strengthen our 
hearts, and cause his goodness to follow us 
all the days of our lives. O, our Father, make 
us thankful, that we can thus approach thee, 
and mingle at thy feet our praises and our 
prayers. At thy throne may we gladly pour 
out our souls, lay aside our burdens, utter our 
complaints, deposit our anxieties, confess our 
sins, and find gi'ace to help in every time of 
need. We adore thee for the new and living 
way which thou hast consecrated for us, 
through the Mediator. We bow, O Lord, to 
thine appointment, and gmtefully comply 
with thy command, that we believe on the 
Qame -of thy well-beloved Son. We would 
have no other Saviour, we would flee to no 
other refuge, we would wash in no other 
fountain, we would build on no other foun-^ 
dation, we would receive from no other ful- 
ness. May our motto in all things be. None 
but Christ, none but Christ. May the object 
of our love be his beauty, of our admiration 
hitf splendour, of our awe his majesty, of our 
astonishment his greatness, of our gratitude, 
l|is past favours, of our hope his future bless- 
ings, and of our lives his glory. 

Some trust that they are righteous, and 
despise others ; clothe us, we beseech thee, 
with humility, O thou, who abhorrest the 
proud, but dwellest with him vrtxo \& ^l ^ 
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contrite spirit. If ever we discover what is right 
iti thy sight, or think on the things that 
are pure, and lovely, and of good report, may 
our language be, Not unto us, O Lord, not 
unto us, but unto thy name, we give glory, for 
thy mercy, a£kd for thy truth's sake. Teach 
us, O Lord, to be temperate in all things. 
When we sit down to eat, let us consider 
diligently what is before us, lest we imitate 
the men who are given to appetite, and de- 
sirous of dainties., which are deceitful meat. 
Number us with those, who, by the aid of thy 
grace, keep all their powers in subjection, and 
whose conversation is in heaven, from whence 
also we look for our Lord and Saviour, 
who shall change this vile body, and ^bion 
it like unto his glorious body, according to 
the working whereby he is able even to sub- 
due all things unto himself. As the soul of 
the slothful desireth and hath nothing, but 
the hand of the diligent maketh rich, and bis 
thoughts tend to plenteousness, may we be 
always actively employed, holding fast the 
profession of our faith without wavering, 
abiding in Christ, and continuing in his word ; 
that we may increase in love and charity to- 
ward one another, and toward all men, and 
adorn the doctrine of God our Savipur. What- 
ever .advantages thou art pleased to bestow, 
may we never suppose that this is our rest.. 
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Often do we heat* thy voice saying to us, 
Arise, depart. Help us to render it prompt 
and cheerful obedience. That we may sustain 
no injury from the numerous and malignant 
foes that beset our path, may we take to our- 
selves the whole armour of God, and, so long 
as we are pilgrims in this wilderness, may our 
feet be shod with the preparation of the gospel 
of peace. Let us not be afraid of evil tidings, 
having our hearts fixed, trusting in God. 
When we behold a cloud, gathering over us, 
may our hope and prayer be not so much that 
it may be dissipated, but that blessings rich 
and unnumbered may fall upon us. Aid us 
to walk by faith, till we can walk by sight ; 
to know as children, till we all come to the 
measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ ; 
and fo see as in a glass the glory of the Lord, 
till we behold thee face to face. We would 
not confine our petitions to ourselves. Have 
mercy on all men. Be the friend and helper 
of the poor and needy, the father of the 
fiitherless, and the husband of the widow. 
Solace such as are placed on beds of languish- 
ing, by the comforts of the Holy Spirit. 
Especially have regard to those with whom 
we are connected by ties the most endeared. 
Our affection is of little avail, O love them 
with an everlasting love ; they are often 
hidden from our view, may thine eye always 

G 
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be upon them ; we can only wish and pray on 
their behalf, but thine hand can afford effec* 
tual relief. 

Now then, grant it, we beseech thee, and to 
us all whatever is necessary for time and for 
eternity, through Jesus Christ our Advocate 
with the Father. Amen. 



TUESDAY MORNING. 

How shall we suitably approach thee, thou 
great, and unchanging God ? Thou killest 
and makest alive ; thou bringest down to the 
grave, and bringest up ; thou raisest up the 
poor out of the dust, and liftest up the beggar 
from the dunghill, to set them among princes, 
and to make them inherit the throne of glory ; 
for the pillars of the earth are the Lord's, and 
he hath set the world upon them. We adore 
the condescension, the long-suffering, the 
goodness of which we are living instances. 
May our sense of obligation increase with the 
number of our mercies, and our lives furnish 
an unceasing expression of our gratitude. 
For the existence and exercise of suitable 
feelings, dispositions, and principles, grant ns 
the influences of thy Holy Spirit As the 
spirit pf wisdom and understanding, the Spirit 
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of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge 
and of the fear of the Lord, the Spirit of gi*ace 
and of supplication, may the third person of 
the glorious Trinity ever be with us. Father 
of mercies, preserve to us, if it please thee, 
the bounties of thy providence. Sustain to 
us every character that is adapted to our nu- 
merous and varied necessities. O that as the 
eagle stirreth up her nest, and fluttereth over 
her young, and taketh them and beareth them 
on her wings, so let the Lord lead us, and 
let his will be ours! Sanctify, we entreat 
thee, all we have. Blessed may we be in the 
city, and blessed may we be in the field. 
Blessed may we be in the fruit of our body, 
and in the fruit of our ground, and in all our 
worldly increase. Blessed may we be in our 
basket and our store, in our coming in, and 
in our going out. And teach us, O teach us, 
that while thou art good, supremely good in 
giving, thou art no less so in denying. In 
every privation may our language be, It is the 
Lord, let him do what seemeth him good. 
Support us at such times by the soothing and 
animating truths of thy sacred word. Cause 
our light affliction which is but for a moment, 
to work out for us a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory : while we look not 
dt the things which are seen, but at those 
wliich are not seen ; for the things which aae 
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seen, ai'e temporal^ but the things which are 
not seen are eternal. We bless thee for thy 
word to which we have been attending* May 
it dwell in us richly in all wisdom. May we 
admit all its truths^ and give to each of them 
its due importance. May thy statutes be our 
song in the house of our pilgrimage. Make 
tbem our companion in all our concernB, 
whether we are young or old, invested with 
authority, or appointed to obey— so that 
walking by this rule, mercy and peace may 
be upon us. We would not live as separated 
from our. race. Help us to look not every 
man on his own things only, but also on the 
things of others. Avoiding the evil of selfish- 
ness, may we love our neighbour. as ourselves. 
Teaqh us to do good to the unthankful and 
the unworthy, to bless them that curse us, to 
do; good to them that hate us, and to pray for 
them that . despUef uUy use us : that we may 
be the children of our Father who is in. 
heaven ; for he maketh his sun to rise on the 
evil and the good, and sendeth rain on the 
just and on the unjust. Preserve our efforts 
to be useful from the injury that arises from 
inconsistency of character. May all our 
actions be in harmony, and all be accordant 
with thy righteous will. Grant unto us the 
joy of thy salvation, and uphold us with thy 
free spirit ^ then will we teach transgressors 
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thy ways, and sinners shall be converted unto 
thee. 

Into thine hands we now commit our 
bodies and our spirits. We are in greater 
danger by day than by night, because we are 
surrounded with more evil, and more liable 
to the temptations of Satan. O let sin be 
regarded as our bitterest foe, and holiness be 
esteemed our highest and happiest attainment ! 
While the wise man glories in his wisdom^ 
and the mighty man glories in his might, and 
the rich man glories in his riches, suffer us 
not thus to disobey thy command,— but may 
our glory be this, that we undei*stand and 
know thee, that thou art the Lord^ who de- 
lightest to exercise loving-kindness, judgment 
and righteousness. 

And now unto Him that is of power to 
stablish us according to the gospel, and the 
preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the 
revelation of the mystery which was kept 
secret since the world began, but now is 
made manifest, and by the scriptures of the 
prophets, according to the commandment of 
the everlasting God, made known to all 
nations for the obedience of faith r To God 
only wise, be glory, through Jesus Christ, for 
even Amen. 
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TUESDAY EVENING. 

k 

Thy mercy, O Lord, is in the heavens^.aod 
thy faithfulness reacheth unto the clouds. 
Thy righteousness is like the great mouatains ; 
thy judgments are a great deep: O. liOrd, 
thou preservest man and beast. How excel- 
lent is thy loving-kindness, O God ! therefore 
do the children of men put their trust under 
the shadow of thy wings. Would that every 
contemplation of thy divine chai-acter, led us 
to consider the guilt and wretchedness of pur 
own! We were far from thee by original 
creation, but how much further are we isijQce 
the fall! We were born in sin, and in; sin we 
have lived. We have erred and strayed from 
thy ways like lost sheep ; we have followed too 
much, the devices and desires of our own 
hearts; we have offended against thy holy 
laws ; we have left undone the things that we 
ought to have done, and we have done the 
things that we ought not to have done, and 
there is no health in us. Have mercy, have 
mercy upon us, miserable offenders ! How 
shall we magnify the benevolence that per- 
mits us thus to plead I We adore thee for 
this privilege. Behold us graciously in thy 
Son. Through Him all thine attributes har- 
monize and are glorified, while man is saved. 
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At the cross of Jesus mercy and truth have 
met together ; righteousness and peace have 
kissed each other. O stretch forth the sceptre 
of thy grace, bid us approach, and touch it, 
and live. So long as we are exposed to guilt, 
do thou incline us to repair to the fountain 
that is opened for sin, and for unclean- 
ness. And, O grant that every discovery 
of pollution may humble us, increase our 
sense of its odiousness, and lead us to implore 
more of that grace by which we shall be pre- 
served from doing the abominable thing which 
the soul of God hateth. Forbid, we entreat 
thee, that we should ever be chargeable with 
the daring presumption of those who continue 
in sin that grace may abound, but may we 
love much, because we have much forgiven. 
Teach us, O Lord, to live by the faith of thin^ 
only-begotten and well-beloved Son, and thus 
to use the world as not abusing it, since the 
foshion thereof passeth away. No longer may 
we pass our time in the flesh, after the lusts of 
men, but may we strive to enter in at the strait 
gate ; knowing that many shall seek to enter in 
and shall not be able, when once the Master of 
the house hath risen up, and hath shut to the 
door. Enable us to walk circumspectly, not 
as fools, but as wise, redeeming the time, 
because the days are few and evil. Strengthen 
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iiA> that we may be steadfast^ and unmoveable) 
always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
forasmuch as we know that our labour is 
not in vain in the Lord. Though tempted 
may we always' overcome, through the power 
of God ; and by this may we know that thou 
favourest us> because our enemies do not 
triumph over us. May we not be of those 
who draw back unto perdition, but of them 
that believe to the saving of the soul. And, 
when the King shall come in his glory, and 
all his holy angels with him, may we be found 
at his right hand, and hear him say, Come ye 
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world. Address not this language to us only. 
May it gladden the hearts of those to whom 
we are bound by the tenderest bonds. Many 
of them our eyes cannot now behold, but we 
would have them in perpetual, and affectionate 
remembrance. May God be their God as 
well as ours. May Christ be their Saviour 
as well as ours. May the Holy Ghost be their 
sanctifier as well as ours — and then shall we 
all find mercy of the Lord in that day. Till 
then remember us, O our God, for good. In 
difficulty do thou guide us ; in trouble do 
thou sustain us; in temptation do thou 
succour US; in necessity do thou supply us; 
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in. danger do thou defend us; at all times 
open our lips, and our mouths shall shew 
forth thy praise; and though death shall 
terminate for a moment our songs in this 
world, they shall be resumed in another, and 
ascend to the Triune Jehovah, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 



WEDNESDAY MORNING. 

We thank thee, O Lord, that the lines have 
follen unto us in pleasant places, and that we 
have truly a goodly heritage. Other nations, 
and &milies, and individuals are covered by 
the gloom of ignorance, and involved in the 
evils by which it is attended. But, through 
the tender mercy of our God, the day-spring 
from on high hath visited us, to give light to 
us who sat in darkness and in the shadow 
of death, and to guide our feet into the way 
of peace. Again we have been permitted to 
listen to the Scripture which is given by in- 
spiration of God. Our opportunities are fre- 
quent for closet-prayer. And now we meet 
at the domestic altar, and engage in its 
interesting and important exercises. O write 
upon our hearts the momentous truths, that 
the servant who knew his Lord's will and did 
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it not^ was to be beaten with many stripes ; 
and that as to us much has been given^ so of 
us much will be required. Let not the tsdents 
committed to our care be hidden in the earth ; 
but may every one be so employed that thou 
mayst receive thine own with interest. We 
trust we would not rob God. We would not 
be like Cain who presented the first fruits of 
the earth, when the firstlings of the flock, the 
appointed symbols of the great propitiation, 
were required. We would not oflFer the lame 
and the blind for sacrifice. We would give 
thee all we have, and all we are. But how 
vsun are our resolutions without theel If 
thou dost not aid us, they will be broken as 
soon as made, and the guilt of transgression 
will be greatly augmented by our knowledge, 
and convictions, and determinations. Grant 
us then more of the supply of the spirit of 
Christ Jesus. Give to our character decision, 
to our purposes vigour, to our hopes elevation, 
to our prayers fervour, to our zeal constancy^ 
and to all our efforts perseverance. We ad- 
mire and adore the compassion which does 
not despise the day of small things. To the 
humblest and the meanest situation we look 
as to the one which it behoves us to occupy. 
But we would still aspire to the highest. We 
would flourish like the palm-tree, we would 
grow like a cedar in Lebanon. We would 
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bring forth fruit in old age, we would 
always be flourishing. Teach us, O God, 
that in proportion to the largeness of thy 
donations will be the expansion of our desires, 
and that 

" Whoever says I want no more. 
Confesses he has none/' 

Inspire us with that disposition which shaU 
esteem progressive religion, and that only, 
the one thing needful. When all is peace 
externally may we learn much, but if we 
refuse to do this, send us the chastenings of 
thy rod. If we will not listen to the stili 
small voice, rouse us from our slumber by the 
whirlwind and the earthquake. May we feel 
that it is better to suffer here than hereafter ; 
that it is better, infinitely better, to be visited 
for our iniquities on earth, than to endure 
their demerit in hell for ever. Again we are 
about to enter on our worldly occupations. 
May we pass through them piously. Although 
we shall be exposed to evil, may our minds 
be satisfied that thou canst preserve us. Suffer 
us not to sin against thee, after all thy kind* 
ness and care by a feeble dependance ; but in 
every path of duty may we rest implicitly on 
thy promise. As thy days so shall thy strength 
be. Taking thy word as our guide, and turn- 
ing neither to the right hand nor to the left. 



72 SECOND WEEK. [Wbdnbsdat 

may we cast all our care on Godj assured that 
then, he careth for us ; and that all things, 
whether plain or mysterious, whether pleasing 
or painful, shall work together for our good. 
Regard all who are connected with us by 
sacred ties. Save thy people, and bless thine 
inheritance, govern them and lift them up for 
ever. May the ministers of the gospel take 
heed to themselves, and to all the flock, over 
which the Holy Ghost hath made them over- 
seers, to feed the church of God, which be 
hath purchased with his own blood. We 
would also commend to thy fatherly goodness, 
O Lord, all those who are afflicted in mind, 
body, or estate ; be pleased to comfort and 
relieve them according to their several ne- 
cessities, giving them patience under their 
sufferings, and a happy issue out of all their 
afflictions. Soon may the ends of the earth 
remember and turn unto the Lord, and all 
the kindreds of the nations worship before 
thee, for the kingdom is thine, and thou art 
the governor among the nations. And may 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Ghost be with us all evermore. Amen. 
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WEDNESDAY EVENING. 

O Thou great and immutable Jehovah, we 
adorfe thee as the Creator and Preserver of 
all things, visible and invisible. The day is 
thine, and the night is thine ; thou hast granted 
OS the one for labour, and the other for repose. 
Wearied by our various engagements, we hail 
the return of this season of rest, and now 
we would devoutly commit ourselves and all 
the objects of our affectionate regard, to thy 
gracious care. In thy sight, O Lord, the 
heavens are unclean, what then are we ? We 
are, in consequence of sin, guilty, polluted, 
miserable creatures ; we have nothing to at- 
tract thine attention but the awfulness Of our 
deg^dation, and the extent of our necessities ; 
but, happily for us, thou wilt both compas- 
donate and relieve us, if we trust in thine 
only-begotten and well-beloved Son. On 
Him, as the comer stone laid in Zion, tried, 
elect, and precious, we would at this time, 
and at all times, raise our hopes. Accept us, 
and bless us individually, for his sake, we 
humbly and earnestly beseech thee. While 
there be many that say. Who will shew us any 
good? Lord, lift thou up the light of thy 
countenance upon us. Remember us with 
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the favour thou bearest to thy chosen, and 
visit us with thy salvation, that we may see 
the good of thy people, rejoice with the 
gladness of thy nation, and glory with 
thine inheritance. Let us be wise and en- 
dued with knowledge, and shew out of a 
good conversation our works with meekness 
of wisdom. Save us from the wisdom that 
descendeth not from above, but is earthly, 
sensual, and devilish. But give us, O give us 
the wisdom that is first pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, and easy to be entreated, full of mercy 
and good fruits, without partiality, and with- 
out hypocrisy. Impart to us that love, which 
excites to all holy obedience. Give us the 
light of the knowledge of thy glory in the face 
of Jesus Christ. Chase from our understand- 
ings every species, every principle of error. 
Subdue the rebellion of our wills, that we mav 
submit to thy commands with delight, and 
acquiesce in thy dispensations without mur- 
muring. Unite our hearts to fear thy name, 
and in the fear of the Lord may we be all the 
day long. Make us Israelites indeed, in whom 
is no guile. May we exercise ourselves to 
have a conscience void of offence before God, 
and before man ; and ever think, and feel, and 
act, as, beneath the great task-master*s eye. 
We would deplore the evils with which we 
are chargeable. We are not what we ought. 



EvBNiKG.] SECOND WEEK. 76 

to be ; how imperfect and defective are all our 
doings ! We are not what we wish to be ,- we 
would hate sin more, and serve thee better. 
We are not what we hope to be ; we look to a 
period when we shall put off mortality, and 
with it our infirmities and sins. With the 
apostle we would acknowledge that by the 
grace of God we are what we are, and to Him 
who bestows it in sovereignty we would 
render the praise. Teach us, O Lord, to 
number our days. Habitually may we feel 
that life is a vapour, a flood, a flower, a hand- 
breadth, a tale that is told, a dream; and even 
nothing before God. Practically let us declare 
that .the time is short, that it remaineth that 
both they that have wives be as though they 
had none, and they that weep as though they 
wept not, and they that rejoice as though they 
rejoiced not, and they that buy as though 
they possessed not, and they that use this 
world as not abusing it ,— for the fashion of this 
world passeth away. Inspire us all, O Lord, 
with a serious concern to be in a state of pre^ 
paration for our last hours. Make us watchful 
for the coming of the Son of Man. Enable 
us often to contemplate, and steadily to 
realize the certainty of our appearance at the 
bar of Christ ; when he shall descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the arch- 
angel, and with the trump of God. Now may 
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we embrace him as our Saviour, and then 
may we hail his approach with rapture as the 
Judge of quick and dead ; and through eter- 
nity we will ascribe to the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, all honour and praise. 
Amen, 



THURSDAY MORNING. 

. We would seek unto God, and unto Gpd 
ytrpuld we commit our cause, who doeth great 
things a.nd unsearchable, marvellous things 
withQut number ;, who giveth rsdn ]uppn the 
earth}, said sendeth, water upon thfi fields ; tp 
set yp on high those that be low,, that those 
who moum may be exalted to safety. Agsda 
the morning has dawned upon us. Truly the 
light is good, and it is a pleasant thing for the 
eyes to behold the sun. But how much more 
joyous is it to admit the light of divine truth 
into the mind, and to reflect its beams on 
others. O thou Shepherd of Israel, thou that 
leddest Joseph like a flock, thou that dwellest 
between the cherubim, shine forth. While 
we. feel that our necessities are great and 
numerous, help us to discern clearly th? 
plenitude of thy grace. While patriarchs, 
prophets^ ma.vtyrs, and believers since their 
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day, have partaken of the blessings of the 
everlasting covenant, which is ordered in 
all things and sure, may we rejoice that there 
is still enough and to spare, — enough for us, 
and enough for all, who shall look to the 
great and only propitiation. Help us, 
O Lord, to adore and magnify thy name for 
the freeness as well as the riches of thy grace. 
Were any thing required of us, our cases 
would be hopeless. We have nothing. All 
we possess came from thee. We have bodies, 
but they are thy workmanship. We have 
souls, but thou didst create them. We have 
blessings connected with the life that now 
is, but every one fell from thine indulgent 
hand. Our wretchedness and helplessness 
alone can plead for us, and favour free as the 
air we breathe, alone can meet our wants. 
Help us, O God, to put our whole trast in 
thee, as the only source of blessedness. From 
thy plenitude may we receive far more than 
we can ask or think, and so long as we live 
we will exclaim, Bless the Lord, O our souls, 
and all that h within us bless his holy name ; 
and, if we are permitted to enter heaven, we 
will resume the song, and cast our crowns at 
thy feet. We acknowledge thy goodness, our 
Father, who art in heaven, in continuing to 
us thy temporal favours, in preserving us^ 
during the past night from evil, and in per«. 
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mitting us, attended by so many comforts^ 
to bow at thy footstool. We rejoice that our 
times are in thine hands, and we would not 
breathe a desire to have them in our own. If 
prosperity await us, prepare us to.honourtiiee 
with our substance, and with the first-fruits 
of all our increase. May we consider our- 
selves stewards of thy bounty, not projH'ietors ; 
and that whatever we have is not a gift, but a 
loan. And if adversity is approaching, pre- 
serve us from despising the chastening of the 
Lord, or from fainting when we are rebuked 
of him. Teach us that whom the Lord loVeth 
he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom 
he receiveth ; and that if we are without chas- 
tisement, whereof all are partakers, then are 
we bastards, and not sons. In the light of thy 
truth, and confiding in tliy faithfulness, may 
we adopt, especially at such times, the lan- 
guage of the prophet. Although the fig-tree 
shall not blossom, neither sliall fruit be in the 
vines ; the labour of the olive shall fail, and 
the fields shall yield no meat j the flock shall 
be cut oflF from the fold, and there shall be 
no herd in the stalls ; yet we will rejoice in the 
Lord, we will joy in the God of our salvation. 
In all our dealings with our fellow men may 
we do justly ; in all cases asking our sympathy 
and relief may we prove that we love mercy ; 
and in all the dispensatvoti^ o{ i^iovldence and 
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gnice^ may we walk humbly with our God. 
H^lp us tp fidd unto faith valour. Let us be 
strong and of good courage, obeying Gk)d 
rather than man. Dispose us to place the 
Lord Jesus Chnst always before us ; on his 
mediation may we depend ; to his image may 
we be conformed ; by his word may we be 
guided ; and to the enjoyment of his presence 
may we habitually aspire. 

O Thou, who knowest our weakness, and 
art able to make all grace abound towards us, 
grant that we, having all sufficiency in all 
things, may abound in every good work ; and 
building up ourselves in our most holy faith, 
praying in the Holy Ghost, and watching 
thereunto with all perseverance, may be kept 
continually in thy love, daily looking for the 
mercy of our Lord Jesus Clirist unto eternal 
life, to whom be glory for evermore. AmenM 



THURSDAY EVENING, 

O ! Thou who art the uU-seeing Jehovah, 
we may well humble ourselves before thee, 
because of our numberless and heinous of- 
fences. We have not known as we ought to 
have doUjB the Lord God of our fathers, or 
served hi^ with a perfect heart aiv^ a W^Xi% 
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mind^ and therefore we deserve to be cast off 
for ever. Often have we praised in our hearts 
the mammon of unrighteousness^ and the 
God in whose hand our breath is, and whose 
are all our ways, we have not glorified as the 
only living and true God. But blessed be 
thy name, O Lord, for thou hast said. As I 
live, I have no pleasure in the death of the 
wicked, but that the wicked turn from his 
way, and live. Return then, O Lord, ' and 
deliver our souls, O save us for thy mercy's 
sake. For thou Lord art good, and ready to 
forgive, and plenteous in goodness to all them 
that call upon thee. O that we could go and 
sin no more. To will is present with us, but 
how to perform that which is good we find 
not. For the good that we would, we do not ; 
but the evil thjjtt we would not that we do. 
We delight in the law of God after the in- 
ward man, but we see another law in our 
members, warring against the law of our 
minds, and bringing us into captivity to the 
law of sin which is in our members. O 
wretched creatures that we are, who shall de- 
liver us from the body of this death ? We 
know that sin will exist so long as we live, 
but forbid it, we entreat thee, O Lord, to have 
dominion. Instead of being in authority as 
it is in the natural man, may it be always in 
bondage as it is in the spiritual man. Suffer 
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no thougfat to arise in our minds^ no feeling 
to control onr hearts^ no act to be performed^ 
which thou wilt not approve; or, should 
thi&occur> may a deep sense of guilt and 
pollution be attended by penitence, and by a 
believing application to the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the world. Let 
the blood which flowed from the veins o^ 
{Emmanuel atone for our iniquiti^, and b^ 
qirinkl^ on omr persons and sacrifices. Ever 
wovldl we present our ofiferings 09 the altar 
which s^inctifieth both the giver and the g^ft. 
Trusting to ourselv^es they will be odiow 
b^ore thee> but through the only Mediator 
they Mriil hs^vc a sweet smelling savour. 
, Wft pray thee^ O God, to ^v^ greater 
^nei^ to the conviction that if we are strait- 
fined it is Aot in thee, but in ourselves. Qur 
errors and necessities are to be traced to pur 
indolence, and insensibility, and cprruptiozi^ 
If we are overtaken in a fault, it is because 
wa do not watch ; if we fall from weakness^ 
it is because we do not confide in the arm of 
Omnipotence. Help us for the future to 
exercise more correct discrimination, and to 
observe attentively not only that which seems 
greats but that which appears little. Preserve 
us, not merely from open, but from secret 
backslidings ; not only from wicked doings^ 
but from corrupt motives. And gi^ard uii^ wj^. 
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l>eseech thee^ from adopting an unsuitable 
standard of judgment in scrutinizing our own 
characters. May we attend not so much to 
what we are when in company, as to what we 
are when alone ; not so much to what we are 
when under excitement, as to what we are 
when under no outward influence. For doing 
this we look to that treasury of good, to which 
we must repair in all times of necessity. We 
thank thee, blessed Jesus, for thine own most 
precious words, I am the bread of life, he that 
cometh to me shall never hunger, and he that 
believeth on me shall never thirst. Lord^ 
evermore give us this bread ; and grant that a 
stream from the river of the water of life may 
refresh, and fertilize, and satisfy our souls. We 
would prove thee now herewith, O thou hearer 
and answerer of prayer, if thou wilt not open 
the windows of heaven, and pour us out a 
blessing, that there shall not be room enough to 
receive it. Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of man, the 
things that God hath prepared for them that 
love him ; but may God reveal them unto us 
by his Spirit, for the Spirit searcheth all things, 
yea, the deep things of God. Now may we 
be the sons of God, and though it doth not 
yet appear what we shall be, yet this we^ 
know, that when Christ shall appeal*, we shall 
be like him, for we shall see. him as he is. 
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We would thank the Lord, who hath pre-, 
served us this day from all evil. The Lord 
is our keeper, he hath been as a shade upon 
our right hand, and our obligations to him 
are increased since we arose, by unnumbered 
mercies. Defend us, O God, and all whom 
we would commend to thy care, through this 
nighty and in the morning encompass us with 
songs of deliverance. We ask it in the name 
and for the sake of our exalted Redeemer. 
Amen* 



FRIDAY MORNING. 

Wb might have slept the sleep of death, 
but thou, O Lord, hast again enlightened our 
eyes, and caused the outgoings of the morn-, 
ing to rejoice over us. Therefore would we 
stand up, to thank the Lord, who not only 
gave us songs in the night, but is still our 
help, giving us cause to speak of his praise. 
We would adore thee, O thou glorious Jehovah, 
as the supreme disposer of all events. If a 
kingdom sink into ruin, it is at thy pleasure; 
if a sparrow fall on the ground, it is by thy 
permission. When thou givest quietness who 
then can make trouble ? when thou hidest thy^ 
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£EU)e wiio then can behold thee ; whether it 
be done agamst a nation or against a man 
only ! Be thou, O Lord, at all times the took 
of our strength, the object of our absolute and 
unwavering dependance. Implant within us 
that vital and powerful principle which will 
lead us to trust thee where we cannot traJee 
thee, assured that what God has promised be 
is able to perform. Give us grace that we 
may be careful for nothing. In every thing 
by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 
enable us to make our requests known unto 
God. And let the peace of God which passeth 
all understanding keep our hearts and minds 
through Christ Jesus. Precede us, O God, 
in all our doings, and further us by thy 
continual help, that in all things begim, con- 
tinued, and ended with thee, we majr glorify 
thy holy name. Save us from forgetting our 
benefactor, and from abusing thy gifts, lest 
thou shouldst return, and take away oar 
mercies at the time in which they are 
most needed. O fit us for sickness, that 
we may be prepared for health ; fit us for 
death, that we may be prepared for life ; fit 
us for eternity, that we may be prepared for 
time. Afford to us, and to others, we beseech 
thee, satisfactorv evidence of our interest in 
the Saviour. May we prove that he who 
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believeth hath the witness in himself; while 
by our conduct, we are manifestly declared 
to be the epistles of Christ. As thine elect, 
may we put on bowels of mercies, kind- 
ness, humbleness of mind, meekness, long- 
suffering, forbearing one another, and for- 
giving one another, even as Christ forgave us. 
Let our religion have not merely an occasional 
but an habitual influence. Should its holy 
flame not always blaze, O may it always 
burn. Shew us the connection between duty 
and dependance, and save us from the ex- 
tremes into which those fall who trust only 
in means, or presumptuously despise them. 
Work in us to will and to do of thy good 
pleasure, and we will work out our own sal- 
vation with fear and trembling. Preserve us, 
O Lord, from the levity and inditFerence, 
which are so unsuitable to creatures who live 
continually beneath thine eye, and are always 
standing on the verge of eternity. We hold 
ourselves at thy disposal with regard to the 
duties and events of life. Whatever prefer- 
ences we feel, help us to say. Nevertheless not 
my will, but thine be done. If we are called 
to resign any of our possessions, may they be 
yielded in the spirit of him who exclaimed. 
The Lord gave and the Lord hath taken away, 
and blessed be the name of the Lord. Ma.Vs. 
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US truly thankful for the continuance of our 
comforts ; and that in a world of such changes 
and woes, our privileges have been so many, 
and our trials so few. May we be strong in 
the Lord^ and in the power of his might. 
Putting on the whole armour of God, may we 
be able to stand against the wiles of the 
devil; for we wrestle not against flesh and 
blood, but against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of 
this world, against spiritual wickedness in 
high places. Having our loins girt about 
with tinith, and the breast-plate of righteous- 
ness, and the preparation of the gospel of 
peace, and the shield of faith, wherewith we 
shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of 
the wicked, and the helmet of salvation, and 
the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God, praying with all prayer and supplication 
in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with 
all perseverance and supplication for all 
saints, — may we be able to withstand in the 
evil day, and having done all, to stand. 

And now we look to Him alone, for ac- 
ceptance with God, who blotted out the hand- 
writing of ordinances that was against us, 
and took it out of the way, nailing it to the 
cross, even Jesus Christ; who fulfilled all 
righteousness, and being the Mediator of the 
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better covenant, brought in a better hope ; by 
the which we now draw nigh unto God, and 
ascribe to the Father, to the Son, and to the 
Holy Ghost eternal honours. Amen. 



FRIDAY EVENING. 

O Lord our Lord, how excellent is thy 
name in all the earth I who hast set thy glory 
above the heavens. Out of the mouths of 
babes and sucklings hast thou ordained 
strength because of thine enemies, that thou 
mightest still the enemy and the avenger. 
When we consider the heavens, the work of 
thy fingers, the moon and the stars which 
thou hast ordained ; What is man that thou 
art. mindful of him ? and the son of man that 
thou visitest him ? So great is thy conde- 
scension that thou regardest the meanest, and 
the most unworthy of thy creatures, or we 
had been forgotten. Day by day we magnify 
thee, O Lord, who art ever loading us with 
benefits. We have been thy charge from our 
birth, and in all conditions thou hast cared 
for us. If we have been fed, it has been at 
thy table ; if we have been clothed, it has 
been from thy wardrobe; if we have been 
secure^ it has been from the coiy&V'mA. VciXKt- 

i2 
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position of thy power ; yea we exists because 
thou art pleased to uphold our souls in life. 
Grant us, O Lord^ a continuance of thy 
mercies^ and let our gratitude increase with 
our obligations to thee. As sinners we are 
conscious of spiritual as well as temporal 
wants, and we would rejoice in possessing 
the glorious gospel of the blessed God. May 
we know the joyful sound. May we believe 
the testimony which thou hast given concern- 
ing thy Son. May we embrace the faithful 
saying, which is worthy of all acceptatioa, 
that Jesus Christ came into the world to save 
S],nners> ^ ven the chief. Ever would we iadk»e 
the wisdom that devised the j^an of humap 
redemption, the love that carried it iato^eflfect, 
and the power by which its blessiogs (^pe ap- 
plied to the soi;il. Assimilate us to angels 
who desire to look into these thii^; to pro- 
phets who searched what, or what manner of 
time the Spirit of Christ which was in them 
did signify, wh^ it testified before-hand the 
sufferings of Christ and the glory that should 
follow; and to those who say with a loud 
voice. Worthy is the Lamb that was slaia to 
receive power ^nd riches, and wisdom^ asxd 
strength, and honour, and glory and blessing. 
May we regard the spectacle of Calvary as 
exhjibiting the noon-tide of everlasting love, 
the meridian splendour of eternal mercy. 
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Grant us to behold it whenever we open 
the Scriptures^ or listen to the gospel, or 
^Dg^e in devout meditation, or commemo- 
rate the death of our departed Lord. May 
this be frequently our privilege. When op- 
pressed by a sense of guilt, may we stand near 
the cross, that believing we may exclaim, He 
was wounded for our transgressions, and 
bruised for our iniquities, on him was the 
chastisement of our peace, and by his stripes 
we are healed. When we are depressed by 
trials and afflictions, may we stand near the 
cross, considering Him who endured such 
contradiction of sinners against himself, lest 
we be wearied and faint in our minds ; and 
feeling that if we suffer with him we shall 
reign with him ; while if we deny him he also 
will deny us. When the present state puts 
forth all its attractions, may we stand near 
the cross, adopting as our own the language 
of the apostle, God forbid that I should glory, 
save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by 
whom the world is crucified to me, and I unto 
the world. As we need a model for imi- 
tation, may we stand near the cross, because 
Christ suffered for us, leaving us an example, 
that we should follow his steps, who, when 
he was reviled, reviled not agaiu, when he 
suffered he threatened not, but committed 

I 3 
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himself to him that judgeth righteously. And 
when the last messenger is approaching^ may 
we stand near the cross ; we have, we would 
have^ no hope but that which is founded on 
t))e finished work of the only Mediator 
between God and man. O that he who is 
gone to prepare a place for his people may 
then come again, to soothe our spirits, and 
to animate our hopes : and when he shall be 
revealed from heaven, may we lift up our heads 
with joy and not with grief, while he shall 
point us out to assembled worlds, in infinite 
condescension, and say, Behold my brother, 
and sister, and mother. Till then may God 
supply all our need, according to his riches in 
glory by Christ Jesus. And now may the 
very God of peace that brought again from 
the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd 
of the sheep, make us perfect in every good 
work to do his will, working in us that which 
is well pleasing in his sight; to whom be 
ascribed honour and praise immortaL Ameiu 



SATURDAY MORNING. 

O God, thou hast chosen the foolish things 
of the world to confound the wise, and the 
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weak things of the world to confound the 
things that are mighty^ and base things of the 
world, and things which are despised hath 
God chosen, yea, and things which are not, 
to bring to nought things that are, that no 
flesh should glory in his presence. We re- 
joice that while the great of this world dare 
not presume on thy bounty, the poor and the 
humble have no cause for despair. The same 
Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon 
him, for God is no respecter of persons. And 
at this time we would look up unto thee 
Most High, through our Advocate, who is 
passed into the heavens. By the mystery of 
his holy incarnation; by his holy nativity 
and circumcision ; by his baptism, fasting, 
and temptation ; by his agony, and bloody 
8weat ; by his cross and passion ; by his pre- 
eions death and burial ; by his glorious resur- 
rection and ascension ; and by the coming of 
the Holy Ghost, we would beseech thee, to 
have mercy upon us. We draw nigh unto 
thee as sinful creatures, for whom thy blessed 
Son was contented to be betrayed, and given 
up into the hands of wicked men, and to 
suffer a cruel and ignominious death. Though 
we deserve nothing but condemnation, for his 
sake remove the curse ; and though, of our<n 
selves, we can make no suitable offering, yet 
perfumed with the incense of his tedeixv^xK^x^ 
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tnay all we have and are be an acceptable 
sacrifice. ^^ 

Most gracious Redeemer, we humbly wor- 
ship thy heavenly majesty. Thou art the 
image of the invisible God, the first- bom of 
every creature, the Alpha and Omega, the be- 
ginning and the ending, the first and the last. 
Thou art the Creator, Sustainer, Proprietor^ 
and Ruler of thrones^ and dominions, princi- 
palities and powers. Thou art also the Head 
of the church, which thou hast loved, and for 
which thou didst give thyself, that it might 
be sanctified and cleansed with the washing 
bf water by the word. O what riches of 
grace are manifest in thy gospel, which thou 
hast commanded to be proclaimed to eviery 
creature on the face of the earth! Grant 
unto each of us thy heavenly grace, to deliver 
us from the kingdom of darkness, to translate 
iiis into thy heavenly kingdom, and to make 
us meet for the inheritance of the saints in 
light. Carry on in our souls, from day to 
day, the work of faith with power. Fill usf 
with the knowledge of thy will in all wisdom 
and spiritual understanding. And whatsoever 
our hand findeth to do, enable us to do it 
with our might, for there is no work, nor 
device, nor knowledge in the grave whither 
ire are going. 
Again we have been i^evirnVX^^ Ao rs&t 



HoRMureO S£COND WEEK. 93 

from the image of deaths and We would 
make mention of the loving kindness of 
the Lord our God. We would 'lament our 
criminal forgetfulness of our heavenly bene- 
factor^ and would pray that henceforth our 
memories may gratefully retain bis mercies. 
O God, what are we^ and what is our 
father's house, that thou sbouldst bring us 
hitherto ? What is man that thou shouldst 
magnify him, that thou shouldst set thine 
heart upon him, that thou shouldst visit him 
every morning, and try him every moment ? 
Never let it be said of us, I remember thee, 
the kindness of thy youth, and the love ^f 
thine espousals, when thou wentest after me 
in the wilderness, in a land that was not sown. 
But may we lay aside every weight, and the 
sin which doth so easily beset us, and run 
with patience the race that is set before us, 
looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of 
our &itti,— holding fast our confidence, and the 
rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end,— being 
confident of this very thing, that he who hath 
begun a good work in us will carry it on until 
the day of Christ Jesus. — O may all things be 
ours, whether Paul, or ApoUos, or Cephas, or 
the world, or life, or death, or things present, 
or things to come, may all be ours ; may we 
be Christ's, for Christ is God's. 
In the worldly engagements m ^\v\e\i ^^ 
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I have now to enter, raay we exhibit a decided ' 
contrast to those who have their portion in 
this life. Grant that a view of the things 
which are above may cheer us in the midst 
[ of any trials through wliich we may have to 
■ . pass ; and raay it repress every feeling of viun 
I '-confidence, shouldst thou favour us with a 
I ^measure of temporal prosperity. Should it be 
accordant with thy dispensations, let us as- 
semble together this evening with minds un- 
disturbed, and with hearts affected by a sense 
Of diviue things, so that we may repose in 
peace, and wake adoring the God of the 
Sabbath, to whom be praises in the highest, 
now, henceforth, and for ever. Amen. 



SATURDAY EVENING. 

Wb bless thee, O Lord, that we are not 
commanded this night to approach the mount 
that might be touched, and that burned with 
fire, attended by blackness, and darkness, 
and tempest, and the sound of a trumpet, 
and the voice of words, which voice they that 
heard, entreated that the word should not be 
spoken to them any more; but we are come, 
welcomed by thy voice, unto the throne of 
[ ^raee, that we may oblam mwc^, wnA. ^w 
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grace to help in time of need. We adore 
thee, O thou searcher of hearts, as almighty 
in power, unsearchable in wisdom, inflexible 
in justice^ spotless in purity, and immutable 
in truth. Possessing these attributes, may 
Jehovah be regarded by us as a being de- 
mancUng profound veneration. But as a dis- 
covery of thy love alone will attract us as 
sinners to thee, melt our hard and stubborn 
hearts^ and keep us trusting in thy promises,— 
indulge us with it, O God, we beseech thee. 
Teach us to behold' thy benevolence in the 
works of thine hands, in the dispensations of 
thy providence^ and in the means of grace. 
Open our eyes to observe it, especially in the 
gift of a Saviour, knowing that in this it was 
peculiarly manifested. And, while we gaze, 
may we, constrained by thy mercies, present 
our bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
unto God, which is our reasonable service. O 
let us not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of our minds, 
that we may prove what is that good, and 
acceptable, and perfect will of God. What 
appears so conspicuously in thy character, 
may we ardently desire to mark our own. 
May we owe no man any thing, but to love 
one another ; for he that loveth another hath 
fulfiiled the law. For this, thou shalt not 
commit adultery, thou shalt ivot VtXV^ VXvwjl 
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^IBSSt ilBf steals thou shalt not bear false 
^tn^ss^ thou shalt not covet ; and if thett 
b^ any other commandment^ it is briefly com- 
prehended in this saying, Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself. For all our omissions 
€^ good^ and commissions of evil through 
smother day and another week^ we would 
6lftav(B thy' forgiveness. Wretched would be 
^r present state were it not for the declara- 
tion/ that with the Lord there is mercy and 
Mth him is plenteous redemption. Grant 
that while we hope for pardon through the 
Mood of the cross, we may be quickened in 
tErjfM^ay/ clothed with humility, and made 
fnore solicitdiis about the things that belong 
t6 our leveirlasting peace. Accept our united 
thanksgivmgs for personal and domestic mer- 
ciesr^ ilpw secure and happy is our lot com- 
pfai-ed with that of many others! Our cup 
i^uhneth over. Surely goodness and mercy 
Aatb ihitliertb followed us. By the good hand 
of God upoii us may we continue, waiting all 
bUr appblhted days, until our change come. 
And 'when that period shall arrive, may we 
l^t to the repose of the grave as calmly as 
we do now to that of our bed, exclaiming, I 
know whom I have believed, and feel per- 
suadbd (hat he is able to keep that which I 
iiav0 committed unto him against that day. 
JSe at wis dme the proleclot oi VSd^a Vwfiftr 
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held, and of all its connexions, them 
pagftonate Jehovah. — Permit us to rise in 
the morning with health of body and 
spirituality of mind. We anticipate with 
pleasure another Lord's day. We have often 
gone with the multitude to the house of God, 
with the voice of joy and praise, with the 
multitude that keep holy day. If now we 
joy in' God, through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
by whom we have received the atonement, 
let our delights be greatly increased. In-> 
dulge us with a rich antepast of heaven, while 
we are sojourners on earth, as were all our 
lathers. And, if any of us are now depressecl, 
may our language be. Why art thou cast down, 
O my soul, and why art thou disquieted in 
me ? Hope thou in God, for I shall yet praise 
him for the help of his countenance,— Though 
deep calleth unto deep at the noise of thy 
water- spouts, and all thy waves . and; tlqr 
billows are gone over me, yet the. Lord win 
command his loving-kindness in. the day- 
time, and in the liight his song sihall be with, 
me, and my prayer to the Grod of my life. 
Evier may we abstain from doing our piearort 
on thy holy day, and call the Sabbath a de^ 
light, the holy of the Lord^ honourable ; and 
honour him, not doing our own wiq^ nor 
finding roar own pleasure, nor /speaking our 
own Words. O that the; name 61 o«t\A\^ 
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Jesus Christ may be glorified in us, and we in 
him, according to the goodness of oor €ro4, 
and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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SUNDAY MORNING. 

:0 flow great is thy goodness, which tboQ 

hast laid up for them that fear thee, which 

thou hast wrought out for them that tnist ia 

thee, before the sons of men! O that men 

would praise the Lord for his goodness, and 

that we might have grace, at this tim^ to 

bless and magnify his name ! How ample is 

tiie proof we have that thy providence, 

Lord, is kind and large ! Oiu: habitation is 

still secure, our minds retain all their fyjovi^ 

ties, -r and * unnumbered mercies attend us* 

From many, such blessings are withheld ; 

tbey:khow nothing of our advantages, they 

)Kictake not of our joys. What are we, or 

what is our fathers house, that thou art tbm 

pleased to remembor us r W« are all as an 

machaa tbingj and all ovx ngbteoiianesses »e 
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as filthy rags, and we all do lade as a leaf; 
but thou art God, and not man, and there- 
fore it is, that we are not cut off from the 
land of the living. 

If we are blessed in temporal things, 
we are much more so in spiritual things. 
Thousands, and tens of thousands, bone 
of our bone, and flesh of our flesh, were 
never gladdened by a Christian Sabbath, 
nor instructed by the volume of divine 
inspiration, nor permitted to hear of the 
atoning blood of Christ, the regenerating 
energy of his Spirit, or the blessedness that 
will be experienced at the marriage-supper of 
the Lamb. With sincere gratitude, may 
fervent desires now arise for that almighty 
power, by which a sacred efficacy shall be 
given to all our privileges. O that thou 
wouldst rend the hearens, that thou wonldst 
come down, thou Spirit of the Eternal God, 
and grant unto us thy gracious influences. 
Never may the charge be given to the minis- 
ters of thy word in reference to us, Go, and 
tell this people, hear ye indeed, but under- 
stand not; and see ye indeed, but perceive 
not. — Make the heart of this people fat, and 
make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes, 
lest they should see with their eyes and hear 
with their ears, and understand with their 
heart, and be converted and \iea\eft.. OSxt-^. 
k2 
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have we merited, and often has our state of' 
feeling invoked such a commission. . How 
frequently have we said of thy day. What a 
weariness is it ! and of thy truth, It is light 
food ! And even since we have known thee, 
or rather been known of thee, we have so far 
yielded ourselves to the deceitfulness of our 
hearts, the delusions of the world, and the 
temptations of Satan, as to lose the biasings 
that waited, and asked, and were urged upon, 
our acceptance. — Surely it is meet to be said> 
unto God, We have borne chastisement,- we < 
will not offend any more; that which we see; 
not teach thou us, if we have done iniquity 
we will do no more. Help us to keep our. 
vows. Strengthen us to fulfil all the good, 
pleasure of thy will. May the interrogatioQ' 
constantly appeal to our hearts, What ? know* 
ye not that your body is the temple of the, 
Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have, 
of God, and that ye are not your own ? And . 
as we are bought with a price, may we glorify. 
God in our body, and in our spirit, which are 
God's. 

We would intercede with the Mo^t. 
High in behalf of all devoted to sanctuary 
services. As thou, O God, ha$t . made thqin. 
watchmen, may they hear the word at thy 
moiith, and give all due warpiog from theft 
sajriag unto the wicked, tViaX Si XVwj ^Qwtiuii^ 
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»o, they shall surely die ; and to the righteous 
t4iBt they must not turn from their righteous- 
ness to commit iniquity ; — that thus ihe blood 
of souls may not be required at their hand. 
And while some are removed from their fields 
of labour, and many of the necessitous send 
forth the cry, Come over and help us, so 
pour out thy Spirit on the schools of the 
prophets ; that from thence may proceed a 
succession of faithful men, who shall not 
count their lives dear unto tbemselves, so 
that they may finish their course with joy, 
and the ministry which they have received of 
the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the 
grace of God. 

Let all thy disciples, O divine Saviour, 
be established with truth, rejoice in it, and 
walk steadfastly therein, that they may be 
henceforth no more children, tossed to and 
fro, and carried about with every wind of 
doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning 
craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to de- 
ceive; — but may tliey giow up into thee, in 
all things. Bless, O God, all ranks and 
degrees of men. O let the innocent stir 
up himself against the hypocrite. May many 
appear when it is said, Who shall stand 
up for God against the workers of iniquity? 
Let all iniquity stop her mouth, and may tte 
righteous see it atid rejoTlc^! "O ^xa-D.^^, "«* 
k31 
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)lite466b'tb^, that ^eh 'ari£,'ifi &m jmc^iin 
&lh6c IftndaF/ may torn fram (be fevilMoigbto 
#tqF2»r^fiO shQ.lMt be w^ with us, and ovr 
ehtldfen^ for ever. ' . - . -P; 

^'^ With these confessioni^^ thanksgiying% ami 
jNrayert we come, O Lord^ to thy th^jae ; ;bot 
We approach thee in the name . of him :wte 
isdildces iMercession for the transgressors; Him 
iliott hearest always, and to Jlim, wifeh.the 
^ther^ kind the Holy Spirit, be praises for 
'^er and ever. Amen. 






^.^ ..1' •• .^^ . 



SUNDAY EVENING. 

^ Botir^'niBss thoa art oar Father, thoagh 

''Abrah&tti be ignorant of us, and Israel ae* 

'^nowiydge m not. Thou, O Lord, art ear 

'father, and our Redeemer, this is thy Jkaipe 

^frotn everlasting. We are the clay^ ihoo 

aH; the potter, and we are all the work of Ihj 

handV for thou Lord hast created all things, 

and fdl* thy pleasure they are and .were 

created. May we be thy children, O God, 

^ Hot merely in the sense in which the whole 

human race are, but may we be so by adoption 

and grace. Let us be found forsaking, the 

" raiD and delusive objects in . which . nuuiy 

traat, and coming weav^ ^xAX^s^T] Udcn 



imto.iChffiiRt . for, qiirifliiaL imt« Alwdii^^ii 
SRm^ as ^brmiebesk IP tfate^ vfne^ iQWy. vne hfiTfi 
cvidenoe th^t«G0d biUJt^ bl$ssedi usv^m) ch(^^$«i 
us in Christy before the foun4atiQn, of> it^s 
Worlds that we sbould be boly, ^nd wit^ut 
Uame before him in love* , If trib|4ajti^^i;4^ 
^tress^ or perseoutipn await us^ inaU tboofi 
things, may we be more th^n cppqueriQiiin^ 
Ihroiigb him who hath loved. us* O grfOW^ 
tmr prayer wie eiMcnestliy beseeph thee^ forjpq^ 
are persuaded that neith^ death fv^r^ liljs^jvir 
angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, shall be 
able to separate us from the love of God, 
which is ia, Christ. Jesuit ou It [Lord. 
. The Lord bless the religious exercises of tbb 
(day tQ u^, and to all who have; p93&ie4 thjc^gh 
them^. - May the tributes of ackuQwledgii^t 
which, have been presented at thy throneii^P 
God, he graciously accepted through th^^Soa 
I of thy love. Ani^wer the petitions prefei:^ 
ia the closet, in the family, ai^d in. tl|i^ 
boose^ not according . to our wishes,] bi^t q^r 
wants;, not according to. our .e^r^ssi9nS;(;^l^pt 
to the dictates of thine unerring wi$dQ|^. 
And give full effect, we entrp^t tjbiee^ ^ .|jjic 
word of thy grace. Let it console ^the^Pgij^ 
tent, support tbp distressed, jdirect. tli^^ijp- 
Huifing, .in3tru,ct the ignp/rapt^.j^-qcladnij |^ 
backsliding^ and quip]^ei* t\>e >,i3Le^^^ 
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passes and sinn. Gird thy sword upon tby 
thigh, O most fkiighty, witb thy glory aad thy 
Btiajesty, and in thy majesty ride prosper- 
oasrly, because of truth and meeknesii afld 
righteousness; and thy right hand shall teaelif 
tfaeiQ terrible things. O let thine arrows, 
lAtBsed Jesus, be sharp in the hearts of the 
ling's enemies, that so the people may fidi 
upder thee. Be thou universally exalted, for 
tt^ throne, O God, is for ever and ever; the 
sceptre of thy kingdom is a right sceptre. 

'Some have not been allowed to enter 
ttie. courts of the Lord's house, may her 
compensate fdlly for this privation. If it be 
their privilege to rejoice in hope of the glory 
of God, may they glory in tribulation also : 
knowing that tribulation worketh patience; 
and patience, experience; and expeiience,^ 
hope ; and hope maketh not ashamed, because 
the love of God is shed abroad in the heart 
by the- Holy Ghost which is given unto us. 
Lessen the number of those, O Lord, of whom 
it is said. Thou hast stricken them, but they 
have not grieved ; thou hast consumed them, 
but th^ have refused to receive correction ; 
they have made their faces harder than a rock ; 
they have refused to return. 

Subdue, thou mighty God, the impeni- 
tence of transgressors ; lead them in fervent 
supplication to thy feet, and induce them 
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to yield themselves unto thee as those who 
are alive from the dead. Suffer not one 
of thi$ family, or its connexions to neglect 
the. day of their merciful visitation; but 
may we all form a part of that church for 
which Christ gave himself, that he might 
pctQsent it to himself a glorious churchy not 
haying spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing. 
We commend om*selves, O Lord, to thy 
paternal care. Through the day thou hast 
been our^ light and salvation; through the 
night be thou our defence ; and, if repose be 
interrupted, our song. Remind us, by putting 
off our garments and lying down to sleep, of 
the mortality of the body, and the slumber 
of the grave. Prepare us, individually, for 
the night of deaths the morning of the resur- 
rection, the day of judgment, and the years 
at the right hand of the Most High. At the 
side of the Eternal Judge may we joyfully^ 
embrace thy servant to whom we have listened 
this day ; let him then be surrounded by a 
large number, the seals of his ministry, and 
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, may we sit 
down together in the kingdom of God for 
ever and ever. Amen. 



IM TtflltD WtXtL [MoMM 



MONDAY MORNING. 

LoRD^ trhat isr man that thou takest kHolr- 
ledge of him ? Surely men of low degree ere 
rtmityy and men of high degree are a lie ; 
when laid in the balance they are altogether 
Ugfater than vanity. Thou puttest no triuft 
in Us whose breath is in our nostrils, who 
dwell in houses of clay^ whose foundation » 
in the dust, who are crushed before the moth. 
Without us, thou wouldst be exalted for 
above all blessing and praise, and infinitely 
hdppy in thyself; but without thee, we should 
perish. How great is thy mercy in offering to 
supply our wants, to raise us to communion with 
thee, aiid to introduce us to the unspeakable, 
and eternal joys of thy presence ! We praise, 
We magnify, we adore thy grace. We discover 
iiti it the boundless munificence of a God. We 
behold revealed a treasury, containing every 
tiling we need, and even infinitely more than 
We could conceive or entreat. But we are 
as weak as we are poor ; we cannot reach 
after these blessings of ourselves ; we require 
strength from above to enable us to griEisp 
them; impart it, we beseech thee, for thy 
great name's sake. O lead us to the rock 
that is higher than we. Let thy grace be 
sufficient for us. Let thy strength be made 
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perfect in our weakness. Prone we we t^ 
presumption and pride. Shew us, we pray 
thee» our sin and folly. Suffer us not to be 
wise in our own conceits, but may we be 
clothai with humility; because God resistetb 
the proud and giveth grace to the humble. 
Ofteii may we muse on thy words, thou high 
and lofty One that inhabitest eternity, whose 
name is holy^I dwell in the high and holy 
places with him also, that is of a contrite and 
humble spirit, to raise the spirit of the hum? 
bl^ and to revive the heart of the contrite 
ones. Gracious God, we humbly beseech 
thee to take away the guilt of our sinp, 
through the atonement of thy Son; justify 
our persons through his righteousness, and 
subdue the power of our corruptions by thy 
SpUit. While we are in this life we ar^ in 
continual danger ; let the ever-watchful eye 
of God be upon us for our defence, I^et not 
the prosperity of the wicked discourage us« 
If perplexed by these dispensations, lead us 
to thy holy sanctuary, that we may envy them 
no longer, seeing that thou hast set them in 
slippery places, and thou wilt at last cast theoi 
down to destruction. Sanctify all thy provi- 
dences to us. May thy favours, as cords of 
love, draw us nearer to thyself; and may the 
cbastenings of thy rod wean us from sin, 
iQortify HI& to the world, and make us ready 
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for our departure hence, whenever the mas- 
ter shall call us. Hold us up by thy right 
hand, O God, and help us to walk cohtinusflly 
with thee. O that we could carry the truths 
of thy word to which we listened on the past 
Sabbath, and every suitable feeling excited by 
them, into our secular affairs ! Evermore give 
us this bread. Give us of that water of which 
if a man drink he shall never thirat ; yea, let 
it be in us a well of water springing up into 
everlasting life. To thy wisdom, power, 
protection, goodness, and mercy, we commit 
at all times those to whom we are related. 
According to thy word, let it go well with 
them and their children after them, and, if 
consistent with thy will, may their days be 
prolonged upon the earth, to shew forth thy 
loving-kindness in the morning, and thy 
fiedthfulness every night. 

If there be ^y who have imagined 
devices agmnst us wrongfully, or dealt 
treacherously with us. Lord, lay not this 
im to. their charge; but open their eyes 
to behold the error of their ways, and the 
greatness of their iniquity. But if we have 
made any enemies, by our envy, hatred, or 
foolish talking and jesting, which are not 
convenient, bestow upon us that sorrow whidi 
is of a godly sort, and which will lead us to 
discover such a spirit of amity a;nd love, that 
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our foes may be made to be at peace with us. 
— ^And now, O Lord, hear and answer, par- 
don, accept, and bless us, for thy mercy^ 
sake in Jesus Christ, through whom by one 
Spirit, be ascribed to the only living and true 
God, everlasting praises. Amen. 



MONDAY EVENING. 

Wb will praise thee, O Lord, with our 
whole heart, and will shew forth all thy mar- 
vellous works. O Lord, how manifold are 
they ; in wisdom hast thou made them all ; 
the earth is full of thy riches. Thou hast 
not left thyself without witness, for the in- 
visible things of God from the creation of 
the world are clearly seen, being understood 
by the things that are made; so that men are 
without excuse, if they do not know thee, nor 
glorify thee as God. 

Alas for us, that we are so ignorant of th^ 
greatest and best of Beings, and so forgetful 
of his numberless claims. Our sorrows art 
often inscribed in the rock, while out* 
mercies are written in the sand. Through 
another day thou hast loaded us with 
benefits, and yet how cold, how insensible 
are our hearts, even at thy footstool ! O 

L 
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let our ingratitude lead us to the humiliating 
survey of our own depravity, and a view of 
this urge us to Him^ who can mould us 
according to his own will. — That the fruit 
may be good^ make the tree good ; that the 
streams may be pure, O cleanse the spring. 
As in the soul action originates, and the evil 
deeds of our lives are to be traced to the 
defilements of the spirit, to this direct the 
mighty operations of thy grace. In the 
estimate of our own character, preserve us 
from the errors into which many fall, who 
judge of themselves by others ; but may we 
take as a standard thy holy law, in all its 
spirituality and extent, and obligation ; and 
by this may we determine whether we are 
among believers or unbelievers ; and also, how 
far we observe it, or depart from it in thought, 
and feeling, and act. Remove far from us 
the indisposition we have to secret exercises, 
particularly to personal scrutiny. O let each 
one of us prove his own work, and then shall 
he have rejoicing in himself, and not in 
another. Help us to make this, not an occa- 
sional, but a daily employment ; so that at the 
close of life we may have but one day to 
examine, be freed from the guilt and misery 
of self- ignorance, and possess satisfactory and 
cheering evidence of our interest in the Lamb 
that was slain. 
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Give us grace, O Lord, to consider the 
Apostle and High Priest of our profession 
Christ Jesus, who was faithful to Him that 
appointed Him ; and has left us an example 
that we should follow his steps. May we 
learn of Him who is meek and lowly of heai*t, 
to deny ourselves, to take up our cross, and 
to be holy in all manner of conversation, that 
doing whatsoever he commands us, we may be 
his friends. O that we may be no more 
strangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens 
with the saints, and of the household of God, 
built upon the foundation of the Apostles and 
Prophets, Jesus Chiist himself being the chief 
corner-stone. 

We sometimes trust that whereas we 
were once blind, now we see. Formerly 
we loved only the vanities of time, but we 
hope that God has given us some relish 
for the things of eternity. Often indeed 
do we fail and come short in our duties, but 
we would be thankful that by the grace 
which first quickened us, we as often repent, 
and resolve, and endeavour to abhor that 
which is evil, and to cleave to that which is 
good. Enable us, O Lord, to hold fast the 
profession of our faith without wavering, 
knowing that he is faithful who hath pro- 
mised. Hold thou us up, and we shall be 
safe. Only as we are persevervug m \)afc >n^^ 

l2 
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of God, may we expect to be found among 
them who endure to the endj and are saved 
with an everlasting salvation. Forbid that 
like Ephraim we should turn back in the 
day of battle. May we live and die with 
our face turned towards the foe. Having 
overcome, do thou grant us O gracious 
Redeemer, to sit witli thee on thy throne, 
even as thou hast also overcome, and art set 
down with thy Father on his throne. To 
those in this family and its various relations 
who know not God^ and obey not the gospel 
of Our Lord Jesus Christ, impart that power 
by which they shall arise from a death of sin 
to a life of righteousness. Suffer not the 
king of terrors to sever the bonds which 
nature has formed. Allow eternity to be 
inscribed on our present union. Let it not 
be the aggravated woe of a single individual 
to behold the rest entering into blessedness, 
while he is shut out. Now may we all be 
devoted to thy fear, and then shall we ever 
be with the Lord. We dare not ask for 
blessings so rich and great were it nol 
for thy promises, which are all yea and 
amen in Christ Jesus. May these scatter 
more and more the unbelief of our hearts, 
and inspire us with confidence. During this 
night may our dwelling be secure, and may 
we be in peace. Refresh our bodies, and 
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recreate our minds by sleep ; when we awake 
may we be still with thee, and may we rise 
to love thee more and serve thee better than 
we have done this day, or any that is past, 
through our blessed Lord and Saviour, to 
whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 



TUESDAY MORNING. 

With humble, but grateful hearts, we 
would come near this morning to the Ancient 
of days, unto whom a thousand thousands 
minister, and before whom ten thousand 
times ten thousand stand in grateful adora- 
tion. — But wherewith shall we come before 
the Lord, and bow ourselves before the high 
God ? Shall we come before him with burnt 
offerings, with calves of a year old ? Will the 
Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, or 
with ten thousands of rivers of oil ? Shall we 
give our first-born for our transgression, the 
fruit of our body for the sin of our soul? 
How great is our privilege in the revelation 
of Jesus who has said, I am the way, the 
truth, and the life ; no man cometh unto the 
Father, but by me ! Unfeignedly would we 
rejoice, that though there is no other medium 
of approach, the one we have is fully adequate 

l3 
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to all our necessities. The testimony has 
been repeated from heaven, This is my be- 
loved Son, in whom I am well pleased! 
Making mention of his name, ever dear to 
thee our God, and prevalent with thee, we 
draw nigh unto the mercy-seat according to 
thy word : Ask and ye shall receive, seek and 
ye shall find, knock and it shall be opened 
unto you ; — for all these things will I be in- 
quired of by the house of Israel to do it for 
them. 

And now what shall we say who are 
but sinful dust and ashes, ami who have 
taken upon us to speak to thee the Sovereign 
Majesty of heaven and earth ? Justly might 
our great and manifold sins provoke thee to 
hide thy face from us, and to cast us away 
from thy presence. We have done wickedly 
in not regarding the works of the Lord, — in 
not bearkening to the calls of his word. Our 
transgressions are a sore burden too heavy 
for us to bear. If thou, O Liord, shouldist 
enter into judgment with us> we coqld not 
answer thee for one of a thousand ; our 
mouths must be stopped, we must all stand 
guilty before God. How wonderful is the 
long-suffering that has been exercised towards 
us ; how amazing the mercy to which we are 
encouraged to look with humble confidence ! 
Thou hast said, Let the wicked forsake his 
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way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts^ 
and let him return unto the Lord, for he will 
abundantly pardon — we, therefore, earnestly 
pray that thou wilt be pleased to stretch 
forth thine hanu, and to relieve us, tied and 
bound as we are by the chains of our sins^ 
May our souls, freed from every yoke of 
bondage, be fitted to serve thee with that 
sincerity, readiness, and gladness, which thou 
requirest of thy people. Help us to forsake 
as well as to confess our iniquities, so that we 
may have a well-grounded hope of thy forgive- 
ness, and acceptance in the Beloved. O let 
us not be unwise, but mavwe understand what 
the willcrf the Lord is. Regulate our unruly 
passions, purify our corrupt affections, and 
renew all our faculties, that they may be 
instruments of thy glory, as they have been 
of thy dishonour. Let the work of thy grace 
be daily advancing in our hearts, that we may 
be better fitted for the engagements of life, 
and continually ripening for the full enjoy- 
ment of thy glory. Bless us, O Lord, as a 
family, with every thing suited to our several 
circumstances. Give us all wisdom to know 
the duties of our respective stations ; and 
grace that they may be faithfully discharged. 
May integrity and uprightness preserve us. 
Let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon 
us, and establish thou the work of our hands 
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upon us, yea, the work of our hands establish 
thou it. O Lord, thou knowest our frame, 
thou rememberest that we are dust ; suffer us 
not to be tempted above what we are able to 
bear, or with the temptation make a way for 
our escape. 

We lament that darkness covers the earth 
and gross darkness the people. Let the 
time to favour Zion, the set time soon 
come. Enlarge the place of her tents, and 
stretch forth the curtains of her habituations. 
O lengthen her cords, strengthen her stakes, 
and say unto her. Arise, shine, for thy light 
is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen 
upon thee! May a little one become a 
thousand, and a small one a strong nation ; 
the Lord hasten it in his time. Now the 
Lord direct our hearts unto the love of God, 
and into the patient waiting for Christ, that 
we may be built up in our most holy faith, 
looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus 
Christ unto eternal life. Amen. 



TUESDAY EVENING, 

Lord, we cry unto thee : make haste unto 
us, give ear unto our voice, when we cry 
unto thee. Let our prayer be set before thee 
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as incense^ and the lifting up of our hands as 
the evening sacrifice. We deserve not the 
privilege which we now enjoy. We merit 
nothing but condemnation. Our portion^ 
hadst thou dealt with us in strict justice^ 
must have been with those who are cast 
into outer darkness^ where are weepings and 
wailing, and gnashing of teeth. But who is a 
God like unto thee ? Thou pardonest iniquity, 
and passest by the transgression of the rem- 
nant of thy heritage; thou retainest not 
thine anger for ever, because thou delightest 
in mercy. Thou wilt turn again, thou wilt 
have compassion upon us, thou wilt subdue 
our iniquities, thou wilt cast our sins into the 
depths of the sea, — if they are confessed, and 
hated, and forsaken. O that thou wouldst 
enable us to do this ! As we always fail, may 
we always be contrite. Let us not be satisfied 
with exercises that are formal, but may ours 
be marked by sincerity, and fervour, and perse- 
verance. What things were gain to us, even 
those may we count loss for Christ, yea, may 
we count all things but loss for the excellency 
of the knowledge of Christ Jesus our Lord. 
O that we may win Christ, and be found in 
him, not having on our own righteousness 
which is of the law, but that which is through 
the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is 
of God by faith ,— that we may know him and 
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the power of his resurrection^ and the fellow- 
ship of his sufferings, being made conform- 
able to his death. 

How prone are we, amid the things 
of this world, to be forgetful of the soul, 
and God, and Christ, and eternity ! Nume- 
rous are the objects which exert their power 
to draw us from thee. Take away, O Lord, 
their ensnaring influence, and defeat the in- 
i^ious^ designs of our spu*itual adversaries. 
Shew us the vanity of the present state in the 
light of thy word, and in that of another and 
a^ better world. Keep us near thy throne, 
thine arm, and thy heart. Only as we are 
found in the ways of thine appointment, and 
trusting in thy promises, may we suppose 
that we are secure. Utterly impotent are we 
in ourselves, but we can do all things through 
Christ who strengtheneth us. 

Impress us with the importance of seek- 
ing thee in secret. May we feel that the 
existence and vigour of principle are to be 
determined, not from occasional excitement, 
but from our habitual and ordinary state. 
Removed from every eye and ear but thine, 
may we read thy word, and meditate on 
its truths, examine ourselves, and pray unto 
our Father who seeth in secret, and may 
he reward us openly; in so subduing our 
corruptions, and strenglYveivm^ owx ^c^si^^ 
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that we may be truly happy, and demonstrate 
to others the riches of his goodness. Teach 
us, O God, that no circumstances can exempt 
us from the obligation thus to serve thee. 
May we always connect with spiritual pros- 
perity, sacred retirement ; and never may we 
forget that apostacy begins at the closet-door. 
Let thy blessing rest on the various occu- 
pations of this day. Smile upon our efforts 
to make suitable provision for ourselves, and 
to obtain something to bestow upon others. 
Some things have disturbed our minds, give 
them now tranquillity. While we examine 
the conduct of others, and commend or cen- 
sure it as seems just, wherever we behold thine 
hand, may we adore thy righteousness^ and 
wisdom, and love. Dispose us to obey the 
command, Judge nothing before the time, 
until the Lord come, who will bring to light 
the hidden things of ' darkness, and make 
manifest the counsels of the heart, and then 
shall every man have praise of God. 

We would not forget the band that has 
ministered to our wants. It was thine, O our 
Father. Thine are our health, and food, and 
raiment, and friends ; we praise thee for them, 
and pray to be preserved from abusing thy 
goodness, and from murmuring when thine 
ordinary favours are suspended or removed. 
Wearied in body and mVad ^^ ^^%\s« 
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repose, but thou alone canst bestow this bless- 
ing. Indulge us with it, O Lord ; or if this 
be not accordant with thy will, compensate 
for the privation by a sense of thy love. Re- 
member those for whom we are always soli- 
citous. Nature binds us to many, and grace 
to more. The Lord be the defender and 
benefactor of them all. Are any of them ill ? 
In all their afflictions do thou, O God, be 
afflicted, and let the angel of thy presence 
save them. Are any of them in prosperity ? 
Lead them not into temptation, but deliver 
them from evil, for thine is the kingdom, the 
power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 



WEDNESDAY MORNING. 

Blessed be thou, Lord God of Israel, our 
Father, for ever and evei-. Thine, O Lord, is 
the greatness, and the power, and the glory, 
and the victory, and the majesty ; for all that 
is in heaven and earth is thine; thine is 
the kingdom, O L ord, and thou art exalted 
as head above all. And yet, marvellous con- 
descension ! though two sparrows are sold for 
a farthing, one of them does not fall to the 
earth without our Father ; and even the hairs 
of our heads are all numbered. 'WeViwe.lieeu 
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preserved during another night, not because 
of our righteousness, but according to thy 
good pleasure, who hast never said to the 
seed of Jacob, seek ye me in vain. Thou, 
O Lord, hast heard our prayer, and granted 
our request ; give us grace at this time to 
tell of thy mercy, and to utter thy pr^se. 

Heaven alone is a state of freedom from ne- 
cessity ; while on earth we shall need constant 
donations from above, and we rejoice that 
so far from being restricted, we are com- 
manded to pray without ceasing. Make us, 
God, habitually devotional. Though we 
cannot always address thee in supplication, 
may we always have a disposition, a love to 
that exercise. May it appear before us not 
only as an incumbent duty, but as an exalted 
privilege. Urge us to its observance by the 
commands, the promises, and the examples 
of thy word ; for thou givest power to the 
faint, and to them that have no might thou 
increasest strength. — Even the youths shall 
feint and be weary, and the young men shall 
utterly fall ; but in waiting upon thee, we 
shall renew our strength, mount up with 
wings as eagles, run and not be weary, smd 
walk and not faint. 

We would desire to begin this day with 
God. Who hath hardened himself against 
thee and prospered? Who ever ItVLffc^^^Ha^ 

M 



122 THIRD WEEK. [Wbdnbsdit 

thee and was confounded? We would feel 
that all is injurious which bears thy curse, 
and that every thing is valuable which thy 
blessing accompanies. That this may be ours, 
may our thoughts, our feelings, and our 
actions accord with thy word. Experiencing 
its truth, may we adopt the Psalmist's lan- 
guage^ The law of the Lord is perfect, con- 
verting the soul, the testimony of the Lord is 
sure, making wise the simple, — the statutes 
of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart, the 
commandment of the Lord is pure, enlighten- 
ing the eyes, — the fear of the Lord is clean, 
enduring for ever, the judgments of the Lord 
are true, and righteous altogether. Whatever 
is revealed, give us grace to receive as the 
word of eternal truth ; and whatever is 
hidden, may we patiently wait to have ex- 
plained, — for secret things belong unto God. 

O that we were more attracted by the un- 
searchable riches of Christ, and more affected 
by the sadness of our condition as sinners 
before thee ! We would be empty, that we 
may be full ; we would have nothing, that we 
may have all things ; we would be fools, that 
we may be wise; we would die, that we may 
live. Take away all our self-righteousness ; 
strip us of every human confidence; bring us 
sensible of our iniquity and destitution to thy 
feet ; and gather to thyself honour, in enrich- 
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ing. the poorest^ in pardoning the guiltiest, 
and in saving the unworthiest of thy crea- 
tures. We bless thee that thou canst do this 
while all thy perfections harmonize. If God 
be for us, who can be against us ? He that 
spared not his own Son, but delivered him up 
for us all, how shall he not with him also 
freely give us all things ? Who shall lay any 
thing to the charge of God's elect ? It is God 
that justifieth. Who is he that condemneth ? 
It is Christ that died, yea rather that is risen 
again, who is even at the right hand of God, 
who also maketh intercession for us. 

Help us now to honour thee in our calling; 
As no duty will be approved of God that 
appears before him stained with the murder 
of another duty, may we so arrange our 
secular affairs as not to interfere with those 
that are sacred ; and so order those which are 
sacred as not to intrude unlawfully on those 
which are secular. It may be that we shall be 
assailed by unusual and violent temptations. 
Should, the lust of the flesh, the lust of the 
eye, or the pride of life be excited, may they 
be conquered. While Satan, the father of 
lies, suggests what he thinks will draw us 
aside, may we oppose him as Jesus did, by 
the declarations of the oracles of God. Who 
can understand his errors ? ; Cleans^ thou us 
from secret faults. Keep back thy servants 

m2 
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also from presumptuous sins, let them not 
have dominion over us ; then shall we be up- 
right, and we shall be innocent from the 
great transgression. Let the words of our 
mouths, and the meditations of our hearts, be 
acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, our strength 
and our Redeemer. Amen. 



WEDNESDAY EVENING. 

We praise thee, O God, we acknowledge 
thee to be the Lord. All the earth doth 
worship thee; the Father everlasting. To 
thee all angels cry aloud, the heavens and all 
the powers therein. To thee Cherubim and 
Seraphim continually do cry, Holy, holy, holy, 
Lord God of Sabaoth. 

We are indeed unworthy worshippers, 
but we adore thee, that we are not un- 
welcome. All the fitness thou requirest is 
to feel our need of thee. And we trust 
we do. We require thine hand to uphold 
our souls in life, to give us the food that 
perisheth, and to put from us the evils of 
which we shall otherwise be the prey. We 
want the wisdom which cometh from God, to 
direct us in the affairs of this world, that we 
may be kept from the dishonour into which 



Evening.] THIRD WEEK. 125 

many fall, — that all our goings may be estar 
blisbed, and that we may have a good name 
which is better than great riches. But, 
spiritually destitute as we are, to whom can 
we go but unto thee ? Thou hast the words 
of eternal life. Lord, save, or we perish ! 
God be merciful to us sinners ! O thou who 
didst say in the last, the great day of the feast, 
If any man thirst, let him come unto me and 
drink, behold we come, — give unto us of the 
fountain of the water of life freely. O be it ours 
to choose that good part which shall never be 
taken from us. May the name of Christ be to 
us as ointment poured forth. May the person 
of Christ be in our esteem the perfection 
of loveliness. May the atonement of Christ 
be the only basis of our confidence. May the 
Spirit of Christ be a resident in our souls. 
May the statutes of Christ be our song in the 
house of our pilgrimage, and may the antici* 
pation . of his presence be the death of every 
murmur, and the fuel of every joy. O that 
we may be complete in him, as the all-sufiicient 
Saviour, and may this be witnessed to our- 
selves, and to others, by our likeness to him! 
We rejoice that while he pitied our necessities, 
he came to restore us from the rains of the 
fall. We cannot be happy here, nor could we 
be happy hereafter, if thy grace ^etv^ \m 
leave us as it finds us. We \oo\i iot vxv^m^vX. 

m3 
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and future blessedness^ to the subjugation 
and destruction of sin. O deliver us from 
this our greatest foe ! Take from us all our 
iniquity^ and give us a sure and certain hope 
that we shall be found among those who are 
before the throne of God^ and serve him day 
and night in his temple. — Then shall we 
hunger no more, neither thirst any more, 
neither shall the sun light upon us, nor any 
heat ; for the Lamb which is in the midst of 
the throne shall feed us, and lead us unto 
living fountains of waters, and God shall wipe 
away all tears from our eyes. 

We pray, O Lord, that though we hope, we 
may fear; and that we may rejoice with 
trembling. At all times preserve us from 
thinking of ourselves more highly than we 
ought to think. May a just view of our 
characters humble us before God, and induce 
us to Qultivate the meekness and gentleness 
of Christ, especially becoming those who are 
so prone to infirmity and error and sin. Should 
we fall in this respect, restore our souls. O thou 
Shepherd of Israel, save us from their state 
whose haughty look precedes destruction, and 
whose proud spirit goes before a fall. May the 
time past of our lives suffice to have lived to 
ourselves, and to have served divers lusts and 
pleasures. Put an end to all our presump- 
tuous and treacherous de^Kvu^, «sA ^t«ax. >\^ 
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new and contrite spirits^ that we may tremble 
at thy presence^ and hate and abandon every 
evil way. Attract to thyself, O Lord, the 
deepest thoughts of our minds, the choicest 
affections of our hearts, and the main tenden- 
cies and activities of our souls. Let us de- 
light in attendance upon thee, and in com- 
munion with thee ; nor let the vanities of this 
world divert us from thy service, or interrupt 
our spiritual enjoyments. Enable us always 
to war a good warfare, holding faith and a 
good conscience. 

O Lord, we commit our bodies and souls to 
thy care, as weak and unworthy creatures, 
unable to defend ourselves, and undeserving 
thy protection. Accept our thanks for the 
favours we have received, and bring us, we 
humbly beseech thee, in safety to the begin- 
ning of another day, with an increased sense 
of obligation to thy providence and thy grace. 

Graciously command thy blessing to fall on 
our relations, and neighbours, our friends, 
and if there be such, our enemies. Bless thy 
ministers, and prosper thy people. Succour 
the distressed, and in the time of their wealth 
save the prosperous. 

Let thy grace, O Lord, our Saviour Jesus 
Christ, thine unchanging love, O thou Father 
of our mercies, thy delightful communion, 
O holy, blessed^ and eternal S^\t\l, \i^ v^\>2^ 
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US, and ours, and the whole Israel of God, 
this night and for evermore. Amen. 



THURSDAY MORNING. 

Again, O Lord, we approach thy throne 
just as we are. We shall never come, if we 
wait for any state of mind that can merit thy 
regard. Truly the whole head is sick, and 
the whole heart faint. Innumerable trans- 
gressions crowd upon our minds whenever we 
recur to the past. Thou hast written to us 
the great things of thy law, and they have 
been counted a strange thing. Our stony 
hearts have sometimes been disposed to say, 
Who is the Almighty that we should serve 
him, and what profit should we have if we 
pray unto him ? We will certainly do what- 
soever thing goeth forth out of our own 
mouth. But as he who keepeth the whole law, 
and yet oflFendeth in one point is guilty of all, 
we stand condemned by every act, and feel- 
ing, and thought. And we have sinned, O God, 
against thy gospel, as well as against the two 
tables of thy commands. 

Behold, O Lord, thou requirest truth in the 
inmost parts, and hast called us to rend our 
hearts and not our garments, and to receive 
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promptly and gladly the testimony which 
thou bast given concerning thy Son. But 
alas ! we have often trusted in lying words 
that cannot profit^ saying, the temple of the 
Lord, the temple of the Lord are these ; pro- 
fessing to know God, but in works denying 
him, having a form of godliness without the 
power i our tongues uttering error against 
the Lord, speaking hypocrisy, aiid practising 
the work of iniquity. — But who is a God like 
unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, trans- 
gression and sin ? 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all 
spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ ; 
— ^in whom we have redemption through his 
blood, the forgiveness of our sins, according 
to the riches of his grace. To this gracious 
Saviour we would constantly repair, and in 
him we would implicitly trust. Unite us to 
him by a living, and growing faith. May we 
abide in Him, and He in us. As without 
Him we can do nothing, from Him may our 
frait be found, and may our Father be glori- 
fied by its beauty and abundance. 

We are sensible, O God, that the fall which 
has left us without righteousness, has deprived 
us also of strength. How much devolves upon 
us, and we are as helpless as we are guilty ! 
Our purposes and resolutions have been tried^ 
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and all of tnem are vanity. Trusting in our- 
selves, we have been vanquished by the least 
temptation, and the future can be no better 
than the past. O that we may be strong in 
the Lord ! At every step of our journey say 
to our souls, iF'ear not, for I am with thee ; 
be not dismayed for I am thy God, I will 
strengthen thee, yea, I will help thee ; yea^ I 
will uphold thee with the right hand of my 
righteousness. 

Save us, O Lord, from the hope of the hypo- 
crite, for though he hath gained, what will be 
do when thou shalt take away his soul ? Keep 
us from imposing on others^ biit especially 
from deceiving ourselves. May we not sup- 
pose that we are in Christ, while we are 
unlike Christ. Never may the truth be for- 
gotten, that the eye of God passes from what 
is external to what is internal, and that the 
feet will be sound in his statutes, only as the 
heart is right in his sight. May our sincerity 
i^ppear in our solicitude to know thy will, to 
deny ourselves, and to follow the Lamb 
whithersoever he goeth. O thou who art the 
Amen, the faithful and true witness, the be- 
ginning of the creation of God, never say to 
us, I know thy works that thou art neither 
cold nor hot, I would thou wert cold or hot; 
so then, because thou art lukewarm, and 
neither cold nor hot, I will cast thee out of 
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my moQth. O let every holy affection glow- 
in our bosoms, and may we find it good to 
be zealously affected always in a good thing. 
Guard us, O God, against extremes. May the 
fire within genially warm, but never let it 
injure or destroy. Afford us the zeal that is ac- 
cording to knowledge, and forbid it to be con- 
trolled by ignorance and presumption. Grant 
that we may hear a word behind us, saying. 
This is the way, walk ye in it, when we turn to 
the right hand, and when we turn to the left, 
O lead us in the way of righteousness, in the 
midst of the paths of judgment. 

While we thus implore present and future 
donations from God, we would gratefully 
adore him for those which have fallen, and 
are falling around us, and for ever may his 
name be magnified, through Jesus the Medi- 
ator. Amen. 



THURSDAY EVENING. 

Myriads of holy and happy spirits are now- 
singing the song of Moses and the Lamb) 
saying, Great and marvellous are thy works, 
Lord God Almighty, just and true are thy 
ways, thou King of saints. And we would 
emulate their sph'it, and catch ttvew sNvas«,. 



lAdl 
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Not one good thing has failed of all the Lord 
our God has spoken concerning us. Often 
hast thou led us by a way that we knew not, 
thou hast made darkness light before us, and 
crooked things straight, and rough places 
plain. 

From thy past goodness, O thou un- 
changeable Jehovah, we are encouraged to 
rely on thy grace for hours and days to come. 
Enable us, O God, to do this implicitly, 
without the misgivings of unbelief, or the 
agitations of a feeble trust. In things secular 
and sacred, may we be as diligent in the use 
of all suitable means as if we could do every 
thing, and as dependant on thee as if we did 
nothing. At all times may we obey the 
charge. Seek ye my face. Suffer us not to be 
depressed when answers to our petitions are 
delayed, knowing that thy time is the best. 
And should we receive them in a form which 
we have not anticipated, preserve us from 
murmuring ; may a conviction of thy wisdom 
and love silence every objection, and awaken 
our souls to ardent gratitude. 

May we be the seed which the Lord batb 
blessed. Make the language of the prophet 
ours,— I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my 
soul shall be joyful in my God, for he hath 
clothed me with the garments of salvation, be 
hath covered me with a robe of righteousness, 
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IS a bridegroom decketh himself with orna- 
ments, and as a bride adometh herself with 
lier jewels. For this happintes may we 
|[ladly obey all thy words, and submit to the 
operation of the Holy Spirit. O thou Searcher 
of hearts, enable us to prostrate our souls at 
thy throne, ready to take hold of thy cove- 
nant and strength, that we make peace 
with thee, and that thou mayest make peace 
with XLS. Thou God of mercy, look down 
ttpon us, and blot out our transgressions, 
and remember our iniquities no more. 
Behold, O Lord, our shield, and thine 
Anointed, and for his sake be very gra- 
cious unto us. We rejoice that it pleased 
the Father that in Christ should all fulness 
dwell. Glory be to him who has made peace 
t>y the blood of his cross, who has reconciled 
idl things unto himself, whether they be 
tlmgs on earth, or things in heaven. Maiy 
we who were sometime alienated and ene- 
mies in our mind by wicked works be fully 
reconciled in the body of his flesh through 
death, that we may be predcoited holy, and 
unblameable, and unreproveable in his sight. 
Grant that we may be strong, and of good 
courage, that we may observe to do according 
to all the laws which the Lord our God hath 
commanded us, never turning f^m them to 
the right hand or to the left,— for the Lord is 

N 
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good to them that wait for him, and to the 
soul that seeketh him. 

We thank thee, O Lord, that whatsoever 
things were written aforetime, were writtai 
for our learning, that we through patience 
and comfort of the Scriptures might have 
hope. Possessing this treasure, may we hcdd 
forth the word of life. In our several spheres 
may the beams we receive from the Sun of 
Righteousness be reflected on others. Feeliqg 
that it is a godlike privilege to save, may we 
pant to be useful. O that our course may 
furnish a livitig exposition of the truth as iitis 
in Jesus. Let our pnnciples be so pure, our 
passions so controlled, our dispositions ao 
heavenly, aiid our efforts so benevoIent,^ that 
all may see^ though they hear not the reality 
and excellency of vital godliness. . 

Mercifully regard, O Lord, our various con- 
nexions. Dear are they to us by the claims of 
nature anji of friendship, make them all more 
dear by the, claims of thy grace. We ask not for 
them this world's honours,— but number them, 
we entreat thee, with thy people on earth, 
with thy saints in glory everlasting. O let 
, every one of them exclaim in sincenty and 
truth, How goodly are thy tents, Q Jac^b, 
and thy tabernacles, O Israel ; let me die the 
, death of the righteous, and may my last end 
be like his ! 
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May the memory of us all be blessed. 
Save us from tlie dishonour and the guilt of 
the indolent, the selfish, the injurious, who 
pass from this world undeplored, or at whose 
deaths there is shouting ; and let God be glo- 
lified in us through life, and in our departure 
hence. 

We lament, O God, that a world so full of 
thy goodness, is so empty of thy praise. Let- 
every creature in heaven and in the earth give 
glory to God for ever and ever. Bless the 
Lord ye his angels that excel in strength, that, 
do his commandments, hearkening to the 
voice of his word. Bless ye the Lord all ye 
his hosts, ye ministers of his that do his plea- 
sure. Bless the Lord all his works, in all 
places of his dominion. Bless the Lord, O 
our souls. Amen. 



FRIDAY MORNING. 

O Thou high and holy One, we would 
humble ourselves before thy glorious Majesty. 
Thou, even thou, art greatly to be feared ; 
and who may stand in thy sight when thou 
art angry f Teach us at all times to tremble 
at thy wrath, which thou hast revealed 
against all ungodliness, and unrvgtAe.oxiaw'i^ 
n2 
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of men. We deserve its visitation, but we 
pray that thou wouldsi not gather us with 
sinners, or appoint our portion in the world 
of woe. Hitherto we have been, adored be 
thy name, the monuments of thy mercy, and 
we would desire that the goodness dT God 
may lead us to repentance. O that a view 
of Him who was iefl as a lamb to the slaugh- 
ter, and who was dumb as a sheep before her 
shearei^, may be the means of producing in 
us a godly sorrow. Save us from the sorrow 
df the world which led to the desperation of 
Cain, and Saul, and Ahithophel, and Jiidasf, 
and let outs be that of the Corinthian church. 
May we be careiful to rectify whatever is amisi^ 
•^indignant at ourselves for past oflfences,-^ 
fearful lest the evils we have deplored should 
again occur, — desirous of constantly increasing 
in purity, and zealous for the honour of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. So long as we sin may we 
be found repenting ; and until we see the King 
in his beauty and glory, may we live, and 
walk, and stand by faith. 

Grant, O Lord,^ that we may not be in 
Christ merely by an union that is visible 
and professional, but by one that is real 
and vital. May we be in him as we are in 
Adam, in him as Noah and his family weft 
in the ark, in him as the manslayer was 
in the city of refuge, in him as the brsmchet 
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are in the living vine, in him as the members 
of the human body are in the head. Thus 
may we ^nd that the kingdom of God does 
not consist in meats, and drinks, in any thing 
ceremonial, but in righteousness, and peace, 
and joy in the Holy Ghost. And vrhen others 
behold us, may the operation of divine grace 
attract their attention, awaken their solici- 
tude for themselves, and lead to the earnest 
and persevering pursuit of all spiritual bless- 
ings* While we would not sound a trumpet 
before us as the hypocrites do, we would pray 
to be kept from a sinful timidity, and from 
denying in any way what God has done for 
our souls. As a word spoken in season is 
good, and like apples of gold in pictures of 
silver^ may our words be seasoned with salt, 
and minister grace to the hearers. Enable us 
especially to watch over our tempers. Teach 
us that what many regard in this respect as 
their misfortune, is their sin. Whenever we 
are conscious of an unsuitable state of feel- 
ing, give us ability to determine whether it 
is the offspring of pride, or malice, or revenge, 
or selfishness, or any other evil ; and may , 
every discovery of inward corruption, be fol- 
lowed by its confession^ and hatred, and 
avoidance. . Preserve us from the influence 
of tjie dreadful error that God sees no jsin in 
his people. May we feel^ O Lord, that thou 

n3 
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seest all things just as they are, that nothing 
can escape thine observation, that every thing 
in thy sight appears in its true character, and 
that thou wilt visit the backslider with a rod, 
and his iniquity with stripes. 

O teach us that every Christian is a temple 
of the living God. May we learn that what 
involves but an ordinary degree of criminality 
in others, in him partakes of the nature of 
sacrilege. Ever strengthen us to watch and 
pray, that our hearts may be suitable resi- 
dences of the holy and blessed God. O that 
having such great and precious promises, we 
may cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of 
flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear 
of the Lord ! 

Thou» O Lord, hast determined the bounds 
of our habitation ; and in the order of thy 
providence, many of th'ose in whose friend- 
ship and affection we delight are separated 
from us. Though absent in body, we are 
often present in spirit, and at thy footstool 
we would frequently desire to meet. O Bp$n 
them ih thy mercy ; niay we embrace eHik 
other in health and comfort, if it be thy wUI;' 
and if not, niay we meet in that worid whfeit 
parting is unknown. 

May our sense of obligation to thee, oar 

Father, increase with every interposition in 

our behalf, and may lV\e g«xi\\^xis»^ <i? ttv^ 
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g06dness be continued unto us. To the 
care which has watched over us through 
another night, we resign ourselves in pros- 
pect of the duties and events of this day. 
Let thy presence go with us, thy blessing 
attend us, and thy rod and staff comfort us, 
for the sake of Him, who is our only hope, 
and whom we would always regard with 
Supreme affection, even Jesus the Mediator. 



FRIDAY EVENING. 

Almighty God, the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who desirest not the death of a 
sinner, but wouldst rather that he turn from 
his wickedness and live, and hast declared 
kad pronounced to his people, being penitent, 
the absolution and remission of their sins ; — 
grant linto us this blessing, we humbly and 
tomestly entreat thee. Our offences are 
manifold, and great, and aggravated. In 
innumerable instances we have all offended 
thee. Of pride, of hardttess of hearty of 
neglect of thy providence and w^d, 4aii well m 
O^ impenitence, we have been guilty.^ But as 
the transgressions of the people t)i Israel wercf 
carried into the wilderness, to a land not in- 
habited^ may Jesus the Surety o{\u%icA\oN9^x^^ 
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bear ours away. Graciously impute our 
iniquities to bim, and his merits to us. And 
shouldst thou answer our prayer^ and remove 
our transgressions from thy book, may we 
have them in constant remembrance. Though 
thou art pleased to bind up the broken* 
hearted, may we not cease to lament and 
abhor the cause of our sorrows. May we 
have an abiding conviction of the exceedmg 
sinfulness of sin ; perceiving it to be evil in 
Its nature, as well as in its consequences. 

O how great is our mercy that whereas we 
cannot, by our best services, make any satis- 
faction for what is past, we can flee to thy 
cross, O Lamb of God, who hast made there, 
by the one oblation of thyself once offered, a 
full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice for the 
sins of the whole world I Help us, blessed 
Jesus, to rejoice, that there is in thee also a 
provision for future necessities. Though thou 
hast already conducted many sons to glory, 
thy resources continue the same. There is. 
the same efficacy in thy blood, the same power 
in thine arm, the same love in thy heart, the 
same prevalence in thine intercession as there^ 
ever was , — and in all these we pray that we 
may daily and hourly have an interest. 
that we were more powerfully and perma- 
nently affected by thine all-sufficiency, that. 
this might save us from xsvaxv^ wtworthy 
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Noughts, and apprehensions, induce us to 
present more fervent and comprehensive pe* 
titions, and enable us to return unto thee 
aecording to thy benefits ! Number us with 
those of whom thou art saying, I am glorified 
in them. May we be trees of the Lord's right-^ 
hand planting. Form us for thyself, that we 
may shew forth thy praise. May we not only 
be Cbiistians, but appear such ; not only be-^ 
lieve with the heart, but confess with the 
mouth ; not only hold fast the reality, but the 
profession of our fidth without wavering. 
May we be willing, also, if accordant with thy 
dispensations, to suffer as well as to do. 
Forbid that any of us should suffer as a mur-^ 
derer, or as a thief, or as an evil doer, or as a 
busy body in other men*s matters. Yet if wi& 
suffer as Christians, let us not be ashamed, 
but let us glorify God in this behalf, and re- 
member that they are counted happy who 
endure* Would that we lived as those wha 
are not their own I Thou, O Saviour, hast 
redeemed us by thy death, and we would 
yield thee all that thou hast purchased. 

Accept, we beseech thee, our talents and 
our time, our bodies and our souls, all we 
have, and. all we can obtain ; and may we 
cordially consent to be any thing or nothing, 
so that thou mayst be honoured. When thou 
yhalt come to be glorified in t\\^ ^^tlXi^^ ^sA 
to be admired in all them that X^^e^e^ i£a8<) 
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we be among them. While sojoumera and 
strangers on earth, may we have some 
foretastes of the joys of our Father's house ; 
enough to oheei* our hearts and quicken our 
steals, but not enough to make us indifferent 
to. our duties, or indisposed to wait patiently 
the appointed-time of our dismii^. 

The toils of the day urge us now to seek 
repose, indulge us with tired nature's sweet 
restorer^ balmy sleepl. We thank thee for 
the provision so kindly made for our* ex^ 
hausted frames. Exert in our behalf O 
Lord, thy protecting power. Make us to 
dwell in safety. Till we sink into forget* 
fulness, or in the interruptions of slum* 
ber^ may we dwell in holy thought on that 
state where we shall feel no languor or £a- 
tigue,-rT-where there shall be no mght, and they 
need no candles, neither light of the sun,— fionr 
the Lord God giveth them light* and they 
sfauall reign for ever and ever. We ask it, O 
God, in the name and for the sake of Jesus; 
Amen. 



SATURDAY MORNING. 

; O God ! the Author of our being, and the 
suf^orter of our lives, we would this morning 
raise om hearts and voices unto thee. It \% 
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good for US to draw near thy throne, for there 
thou favourest thy servants with the highest 
earthly happiness ; — and it is our duty as well 
as our privilege, because thou hast enjoined 
that men pray every where lifting up holy 
hands. But how shall we give unto thee the 
honour that is thy due? All that we have is 
unworthy thy regard ; and our best, offerings 
serve only to remind us of thy condescension 
jand goodness in accepting them. Not for 
our sakes, O Lord, not for our sakes^ dost 
thou pardon and bless us from day to day, 
but because, thy mercy is like thine existence, 
from everlasting to everlasting ; and because 
thou hast a constant regard to the ransom 
which Christ has given for our souls. For his 
sake, O Lord, continue to us all our blessings, 
and be gracious to us» even as thou art to thy 
chosen people. Grant, we beseech thee, tha.t 
the greatness of thy compassion in Christ 
Jesus may ever triumph over the multitude 
of our sins, and that our prayers and praises, 
defiled as they are, may, through his most 
precious blood, daily enter with acceptance 
into thine ears, O Lord of hosts. All our 
thanksgivings fall infinitely short of adequate 
acknowledgment of thy love as displayed in 
thy §on. We trace thy benevolence around 
us and within us, but in Jesus it beams upon 
us with unparalleled splendour. O let it be 
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impressed upon all our hearts that the re- 
jection of Him who is offered to us in the 
gospel will be accompanied by awful guilt ; 
and that if we persist in so doing, it will be 
followed by the heaviest woes. 

Awaken us to anxious inquiry as to our 
actual condition before thee our God. Keep 
us from the delusion of supposing ourselves 
Christians from our birth, or our baptism, or 
our outward connexion with the godly. Never 
may we regard the external observance of thine 
ordinances as the piety of which they .^9re only 
the channels and the means. Teach 'tis that 
in Christ Jesus, neither circumcision-availeth 
any thing, nor uncircumcision, but faith that 
worketh by love. Unite us, O God, to all 
those who worship thee in the spirit, i*ejoice 
in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in 
the flesh. And grant us clearer views of 
the fulness of Christ. In it may we behold 
a sea which cannot be fathomed. Preserve 
us from the supposition that in Him all bless- 
ings are to remain ; and enable us to look to 
him as the source from which we may receive 
whatever is good. Make it our joy that he 
lives not only to possess, but to bestow. From 
him may we obtain grace for grace. By his 
stripes may we be healed, in his righteous- 
ness may we be exalted, and in his name may 
we rgoice. 
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Give US, O God, the victory over all our 
spiritual foes. Defend our souls especially 
from all the power and stratagems of the evil 
one. Be our shepherd, our help, our sword, 
our mighty redeemer. May the Lord be our 
spiritual habitation at all times, and our 
refuge in the day of conflict. O sheltet? us 
in the time of danger ; place underneath us 
thine everlasting arms in the hour of deep 
distress; and through all the changing scenes 
of life may we prove that in the Father of lights 
is no variableness, neither shadow of turning. 
' Forget not, O God of providence, to supply 
our tempoi-al wants. We need thy favours, 
as creatures, as well as sinners. If it please 
thee, let thy blessing rest upon our toils. 
Give us the precious things of the earth, and 
the fulness thereof, which are brought forth 
by the rains and dews of heaven, and are put 
forth by the sun and the moon, through their 
influence on the mountains, the hills, and the 
valleys. But this we would ask with reserva- 
tion ; for we know not what is good for us. 
If thy favours increase, let our humility and 
gratitude be augmented also; and if they are 
diminished, or denied, help us to believe that, 
it is in- mercy to our souls. 

Be our preserver, O God, in the worldly 
occupations we are about to resume. Sufier 
us not to be unduly agitated by any thing 
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that may occur this day. We have found it 
well to begin, and to close a week in peace« 
XiOt the evening find us prepared for our 
domestic and private exercises. O save us 
from that criminal neglect, that indiflference 
to watchfulness and prayer, of which we havQ 
been often guilty, which has made us fear to 
enter thy presence, — which has pierced our 
hearts with sorrow, and which has covert 
our faces with shame. 

Favourably regard our beloved connexions, 
and let thy bestowments be adapted to their 
various necessities. And may each of us join, 
both now, and in heaven, in ascribing bless- 
ing, and honour, and glory, and power, unto 
him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto 
the Lamb for ever. Amen^ 



SATURDAY EVENING. 

At the close of the week we would come 
into thy presence, O Lord our God, with 
feelings always appropriate to thy service, 
but now peculiarly suitable. A thousand 
thoughts rush into our minds as we review 
the days that are past ; and we would entreat 
that they may be acceptable before thee, and 
profitable to us. Hov7 ii\»xi&to\s& haye been 
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imv mercies ! The powers of our bodies, and 
Uie fiiculties of our minds have been the 
objects of thy care. Our domestic comforts 
and our social advantages are secure^ because 
thou hast preserved them from every dis- 
turber, and destroyer. Not one good thing 
hast thou taken from us ; while on us thou 
hast poured blessings numerous as our mo- 
liients. And shall we forget thy long-suffer'- 
Sug, and thy goodness, O our Father ? En- 
kindle our gratitude, awaken us to thankfiil- 
tltes, and let not thy benefits die without 
praises. Unworthy are our offerings, O make 
tiiem sincere; polluted are our sacrifices, 
tmt we trust we would yield thee all we 
possess- 

We would remember, O God, our faults at 
this hour. How much have we omitted that 
ciUght to have been done! We have not 
rendered thee the love thou demandest, nor 
improved the privileges thou hast granted us, 
nor discharged the duties committed to our 
care. And alas! we have done much that 
is evil. So corrupt have some of our thoughts 
and feelings been, that we could not tell 
them to our dearest earthly friend; — they 
would pierce him with pain, and load us with 
dishonour. 

What then shall we say unto thee, O Lord, 
^who hast been near us, who ba&t ^e.exi \s& 

o2 
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altogether, and who hast penetrated the deep 
recesses of our hearts, and beheld all that has 
arisen there, and all that has been matured ? 
Truly we^'are vile, so grievously to transgress ; 
and most righteously might we whose sins par- 
take of so many aggravations, be driven from 
thy presence. But, O indulge us with another 
proof that thou art boundless in mercy. 
Favour us with a token for good. Say to our 
souls, I am thy salvation. Sprinkle us afresh 
with pardoning blood. Purify us wholly in 
the all-cleansing fountain which thou hast 
opened. Address us, gracious Redeemer, as 
thou didst the leper, I will, be thou clean ; 
apd as thou didst the penitent woman. Go 
and sin no more. 

Our confessions teach us that around us 
is an evil world, and within us many cor- 
ruptions. We are not only rational, but 
animal creatures ; we have not only an im- 
material spirit, but a material body having 
many inlets to the soul, and susceptible of 
impression from every thing external — ^give 
us grace to keep our senses diligently .: — ^In 
consequence of sin, the sensual part of our 
nature often gains the ascendancy over the 
intellectual — O let us habitually feel our 
weakness, and look to the strong for strength. 
In danger as we are from bur dress^ our food, 
0)ir calling, our connexions^ from what is 



^▼BiWKfl.] THIRD WEEK. 149 

stnAil, and from what is lawful^ may we not 
be high-minded, but fear. Teach us, O God, 
that a man is tempted, when he is drawn away 
of his own lust, and enticed ;— that when lust 
hath conceived it bringeth forth sin, and sin 
when it is finished, bringeth forth death. As 
a prayerless heart is as a defenceless citadel 
lying open and exposed to the incursion of 
every foe, and the heart of one truly devout 
is like a castle in which the Lord dwells, and 
which is garrisoned by his presenpe, — enable 
us always to pray, and not to faint. With 
a judgment corrected by thee, may we 
discriminate between the gift of prayer, and 
the grace of prayer. May it not be enough 
for us to bow the knee, and to employ the 
language of devotion ; but may we hold the 
most intimate, delightful, and purifying com- 
munion with God. 

And now we have done with an ensnaring 
world professedly, let it be shut out from our 
minds, and let our hearts be preserved from 
its influence. For a season we cannot do 
what'remains undone, or repair that in which 
we have erred; may we therefore guard 
against cares which are both useless and 
criminal. 

Take charge of our affairs, O Lord our 
God ; sustain the burden which we cast upon 
thee, until it is our duty tobewV^^^wiXv^'ttxssS^ 

o3 
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be with US as a family, and with all our con- 
nexions, as a protector, and a Mend. Indulge 
us with the light of thy countenance in the 
morning, and with a day of rest after a 
night of repose, for the sake of our exalted 
and gracious Intercessor. Amen. 



FOURTH WEEK. 



SUNDAY MORNING. 

O Thou God of the Sabbath, of souls, and 
of eternity, we would unite in supplication, 
and in praise to thee. We bless thee for an 
institution which shews thy concern for our 
present and everlasting welfare, as well as thine 
authority ; for while this is the Lord's day, we 
are taught that it was made for man. We bless 
thee that our lives are spared, that we are not 
doomed by accident or disease to pass a solir 
tary Sabbath, and that we have ability, and 
opportunity to meet with thy people in the 
house of prayer. 

Grant, O Lord, that holy awe may now 
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pervade our minds. Impress upon our hearts 
the solemn thought that our privileges will 
not leave us as they find us; that improved, 
they will be our greatest blessings; that 
abused, they will bring upon us a heavy, a 
grievous curse. 

O let thy good Spirit cleanse our springs 
of thought and feeling; and so direct and 
control all our powers, that our engagements 
may be conducive to thy glory and our 
advantage. Preserve us from sinning with 
many who think that a part of this holy 
season is enough to devote to thine honour ; 
and that external observances meet thy re- 
quirements. May we yield thee, O God, all 
its hours and its moments, and call on our 
souls and all that is within us to obey thy 
voice, and render homage to the Lord. May 
the petitions we utter be truly devout ; may 
our hearts glow with gratitude as praises 
arise from our lips ; and may our humility be 
deep, and our contrition be unfeigned. In- 
dulged with the simple and affectionate 
preaching of the gospel, we would cry, Shew 
us thy ways, O Lord, teach us thy paths, lead 
us in thy truth, and teach us ; unveil our 
eyes, and we shall behold wondrous things 
out of thy law. That the things advanced in 
the sanctuai*y may be useful, may w^e caiTy 
them to our retirement, there lo ^-^^xsccwt 
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them by thy sacred oracles, to apply theto to 
our own characters and circumstances, and 
to commend them to thy blessing, for thy 
word shall accomplish what thou pleasest, 
and prosper in the thing whereto thou hast 
sent it. 

Eternal Spirit, present to us the truths 
wliich relate to the mediation of Christ and 
the riches of his grace in so penetrating and 
transforming a manner, as to render them 
vital, operating principles, — the food and the 
solace of our souls. Let us feed oh the 
true bread which cometh down from heaven. 
With joy may we draw water out of the 
wells of salvation. O make us to hunger 
and thirst after righteousness that we may be 
filled. 

Assist thy servants, O Lord, who will 
minister this day in holy things, and make 
them successful in all their efforts for the 
instruction and edification of the souls com- 
mitted to their care. May they watch in all 
things, endure afflictions, do the work of 
evangelists, and make full proof of their 
ministiy. Especially aid him who laboui's 
among us in the word and doctrine. Convert, 
we beseech thee, thousands to the faith ; and 
help all who have commenced a profession of 
religion to continue steadfast in the truth. 
Smile upon those who have long been 



Morning.] FOURTH WEEK. U3 

numbered among thy faithful people. Increase 
their faith, revive their hope, animate their 
joys, enable them to look on death without 
trembling, and on the grave without dismay. 
Despise not the prisoners of thy providence. 
Follow those who are unable to follow thee ; 
and while forbidden to hear the preaching of 
the word, may they hear the voice of the rod, 
and have cause to acknowledge that affliction 
is good. On our country shower down all 
temporal and spiritual blessings. May vio- 
lence be no more heard in our land, or 
wasting and destruction within our borders; 
but may our walls be called salvation, and 
our gates praise. 

Bless, O God, our king, and all in authority. 
May those that rule over men be just, ruling 
in the fear of the Lord. May they be as the 
light of the morning, when the sun riseth, 
even a morning without clouds; as the tender 
grass springing out of the earth by clear shia- 
ing after the rain. And by the ordinances of 
religion and the dispensations of thy provi- 
dence, may that period come when the church 
which Jesus has purchased shall appear, not 
as it does now, attended by the imperfections 
of its mem'bers, and wounded by its professed 
friends, but fair as the moon, clear as the sun, 
and terrible as an army with banners :^ — an,4 
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to Him who is its founder, its supporter, its 
defender, be honours endless as bis being. 
Amen. 



iM 



SUNDAY EVENING. 

Wno in the heavens can be compared unto 
thee, O Lord ? Who among the sons of the 
mighty can be likened unto our God? No 
energy can resist thy power ; no gifts can dimi- 
nish thy bounty ; no difficulty can perplex thy 
wisdom ; and innuniemble as ar& thy dep^d^ 
ants, thine ear is never weaiy with their 
addresses at thy feet. To assure our hearts 
before thee, thou hast not only commanded 
us to seek thee, but thou hast furnished u6 
with the prayers and praises it becomes tad to 
o^r ; and for this we bless thee. Ad thine 
ancient people brought unto thee the best 
of their flocks and herds, enable us to yield 
thee our bodies a living sacrifice. O let not 
«in reign in our mortal bodiesi that we should 
obey it in the lusts thereof; but let our 
members be instruments of righteousness unto 
God. 

We thank thee, O Lord, if thine ordi- 
nances have not been unprofitable to our 
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souls, but cbaouels through which thou haat 
replenished us, and means by which we have 
^oyed fellowship with the Father of our 
spirits, and with his beloved Son- We lametit 
that our improvement is so little, and for what 
we have made we would gratefully adore thee. 
Q let all the services of this Sabbath be fol- 
lowed by thy benediction, and may a savour 
of divine things be left on our spirits, and 
diffused through our conven^tion. 

While thy word asks. Will a man rob God ? 
may we feel that we are verily guilty ; that we 
have robbed thee by every unsuitable temper 
smi. disposition — by every act of selfishness^— 
by every neglect of thy commands — by the 
iiidoknce that paralyzes our powers— by the 
avarice that locks up our sympathies,-^aad by 
the worldliness that veils the likeness to the 
Saviour, which we sometimes hope we bear. 
Go on, we beseech thee, to be gracious* 
Forsake not the work of thine own bands ; 
and enable us practically to remember our 
obligations, and to glorify thy name. 

Bless, O our God, those who are placed at 
the bead of this family, and qualify us for the 
discharge of all our duties. O that reUgiou 
may prosper in our own souls, that we may 
be useful as well as happy ! By precept and 
example, ,by government and discipline, by 
attendance pn public means and by domestic 
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devotion, may we tmia up oar children in 
the way that they should go. Preserve us from 
the sin of Eli, whose sons made themselv^ 
vile, and he restrained them not ; and from 
the offence of David, who never . displeased 
Adonijah by saying, Why hast thou done this? 
Save us too from provoking them to wrath 
lest they be discouraged ; and honour us as 
instruments of introducing them to the strait 
and narrow path which leadeth unto life. 
We ask not great things for them of a worldly 
nature ; give them, if it please thee, health 
of body, soundness of mind, and food and 
raiment : but bless them, O bless them with 
all spiritual blessings, and let us embrace 
them at the right hand of the Judge of the 
whole earth. 

Hear, O thou that hearest and answerest 
prayer, the . supplications that have ascended* 
to thee this day, from our closets, our family 
altar, and thine house. If we have implored 
what would be injurious, let it be mercifully 
withheld; and as we have failed to ask 
much that we need, graciously bestow it. 
Dispose of us, thou unerring God, according 
to the .dictates of thy wisdom, and make us 
contented and satisfied with all thine allot- 
ments. Return into the bosom of thy 
servant to whom we have listened a thousand 
fold, for his work of faith and labour of love. 
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JVfake his mouth like a sharp swqrd ; in the 
shadow of thine h^nd do thou hide him ; and 
let l)im be in thy quiver a polished shaft. By 
Jfu^ means may pmny be brought to tk^ei 
and though some of his flock be not gathered, 
may he be glorious in the eyes of the Lord, 
fifkd ipay God be l^is strength. 

IjLepiove, n^QSt merciful Father, the imper- 
fections and sins of oi]ir holy things from thy 
][>pok of remembrance. Be pyr protestor till 
Wje are permitted to renew our petitions for 
thy defence and guidance. If w;e have a 
poi'tion la the world, may we have also a 
portion in our God. Never may w^ look foj: 
that in the creature wbjch is only to be found 
in the Crea^tor; nO:r for that on earth which 
is only to be found in heaven. We ask it 
for the sake of the great and oply Saviour. 



MONDAY MORNING. 

O Thou Eternal Spirit of grace and of sup- 
plicatti on, be pleased to help our inlGirmi ties at 
this time ; and to make intercessioi;! for us, 
according to the will of God. Ever taiay we 
feel oiir dependance on thy gracious power. 
If we call Jesus ^rd ; if the love of Gpd ijs 

p 
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6hed abroad in our hearts ; if we abound in 
hope ; it is the result of thine operation. Thine 
influences are still essential to our spiritual 
well-being as the vital air is to our natural 
life ; and most earnestly would we pray that 
they may be afforded until we receive the end 
of our faith^ even the salvation of our souls. 

With the impressions that were produced, 
and the feelings that were excited and invigo- 
rated by the engagements of the Sabbath, 
enable us, O Lord, to pass through our 
secular concerns. We thought we felt in thy 
temple something more of the vanity of things 
seen and temporal — something more of the 
glory of those which are unseen and eternal ; 
may we now give evidence that we did not 
deceive ourselves. 

O God of Abraham, make us strong in 
£a.ith, giving glory to thee. May we come 
out from the world and be separate, and not 
touch the unclean thing. Make us proof 
agsunst all the allurements of sense ; having 
our treasure in heaven, and our hearts there 
also. Grant that we may contemplate with 
steadfast look, the heavenly land to which 
believers are hastening. Never let the entice- 
ments of the world, once abandoned, induce 
ns to return. Give us grace to choose rather 
to suffer afiUction with the people of God, 
than to €njoy the pleasures of sin for a 
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season^ and to esteem highly the reproach of 
Christ, having respect to the recompence of 
the Inward. 

We know nothing of what is in reserve for 
US9 and it is well we do not. It is enough 
for us that we are encouraged to ask for 
whatever we need. One favour we would 
therefore especially implore. Prepare us for 
every event that is about to transpire ; and let 
It issue in our spiritual advantage^ and in thy 
glory, and all will be well. If thou intendest 
to prosper us in worldly things, do thou be* 
stow them at the time in which we shall 
deeply feel their value, adore thine hand, 
and devote them to our Father and our God. 

And if thou purposest to remove some 
favour we have prized, may the privation 
meet us fully impressed with thy right to do 
what thou wilt with thine own; and with 
the folly, the presumption, the uselessness of 
wishing it to be according to our mind. O 
let us be more concerned to discharge our 
present duties, and to leave with thee all that 
is future. Free us from gloomy cares, and 
fearful forebodings; and let us have the 
happy sei-enity of him who is not afraid of 
evil tidings ; whose heart is fixed, trusting in 
God. 

We lament, O Lord, our evil ways, and we 
remember and confess our doings that are 

p2 
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not good. Our iniquities are loathsome in 
thy sights help us to hate them with a perfect 
hatred. Oppressed by their weight, may we 
i*ejoiee that we have au Advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous, aiid that 
he is the propitiation for our sins. To him 
therefore enable us to repair from time to 
time; may his voice address our troubled 
consciences, and while he says, Peace, be 
dtill, may they immediately obey him. 

O hear our desires, most n^erciful God. 
Behold> we inquire of thee, and diligently 
stek theie, that thou wouldst do these things 
for us. We plead no merits of our own ; we 
plead only our lost and helpless state, the 
obedience and sufferings of Jesus Christ our 
Lord, and the glory of thy great namts. Hits! 
thou not declared that thou wilt be found of 
us i What thou hast promised, do thou most 
graciously perform. 

Glory be to thee> O heavenly Father, foi* 
all the discoveries of thy grace. Where sin 
abounded, there grace has much more 
abounded. Judgment was by one to con- 
demnation; but the free gift is of many 
offences to justification. By one's disobedience 
many were made sinners, but by the obedi- 
ence of one many are made righteous. For 
this we would give thanks unto thee, O Lord, 
and sing praises unto lYv^n^ia^. \-ifc\.lVv^m 
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proceed not from feigned lips, but from grate- 
ful hearts. May the strain be carried on 
through the days and years of our pilgrimage ; 
may it rise high in the hour of death, and be 
resumed with the multitudes before thy 
throne, jimen and Amen. 



MONDAY EVENING. 

Our souls would magnify the Lord, and our 
spirits would rejoice in God our Saviour; for 
he hath regarded our low estate. He that is 
mighty hath done great things for us, and 
holy is his name. His mercy is on them that 
fear him from generation to generation. He 
hath shewed strength with his arm, he hath 
scattered the proud in the imagination of 
their heai*ts. He hath filled the hungry with 
good things, and the rich he hath sent empty 
away. And the interpositions of the Lord in 
our behalf call aloud for our confidence as 
well as our praise. To thee, therefore, may 
we look with sincerity tliis night, thou 
Source of all good. As thou art in Christ, 
reconciling the world imto thyself, impute 
not our trespasses unto us ; but may we be 
made the righteousness of God in him. While 
He invites the labouring acid \ie.^N^AaA«ci^Xftt 
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come unto Him, and promises that him that 
Cometh he will in nowise cast out, may we 
-gmtefully avail ourselves of his proffered 
blessings. 

O make us more acquainted with the way 
of salvation by the great Mediator whom 
thou hast set forth; and help us humbly to 
acquiesce in it, and thankfully to submit to 
the righteousness of God. May our minds be 
fixed on the great object we are encouraged to 
approach, and on the unrestricted invitation 
that assures us of a welcome at his feet. In- 
stead of waiting to prepare' ourselves for 
access to God, may we learn that it is on 
account of the finished work of Jesus, ex- 
clusive of any human exercises and efforts, 
for which He justifies a sinner; and that 
true Consolation flows alone from faith in 
Christ. Grant us grace to repose, O Lord, 
our confidence in the Lamb of God, that be- 
lieving, we may have life through his name: 
Forbid that we should lose one of the bless- 
ings which he has purchased. Awaken our 
desires to be personally as well as relatively 
holy; that while we stand accepted before 
thee by the imputation of his merits, this may 
be evident to the world by the renewal of our 
minds. Pure for his sake, in thy sig'ht, may 
we be pure in the view of men by the opera- 
tion of his grace. Let not our faith be that 
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which makes void the law, but that which 
establishes the law. 

Preserve us, O God, from a temporizing 
spirit. Save us from the guilt and con- 
demnation of those by whose means the way 
of truth is evil spoken of, and the holy name 
blasphemed by which they are called, — who 
by gross inconsistencies, perplex the weak 
and distress the strong; — ^who harden the 
wicked iii their iniquity, and lead some to 
imagine tliat religion is only hypocrisy. May 
we not be nominally but really Christians; 
and may the operation of our principles be 
not occasional, but unceasing. Bestow upon 
us, O God, the spirit of power, and of love, and 
of a sound mind. Never may we be ashamed 
of the testimony of the Lord, but esteem it an 
honour to be a partaker of the afflictions of 
the gospel according to the power of God* 
who hath saved us, and called us with a holy 
calling, not according to our works, but 
according to his own purpose and grace, 
which ,was given us in Christ Jesus before 
the world began. 

Merciful Father, let the bounties of thy 
providence still accompany the gifts of thy 
grace. Bestow upon us, health and strength, 
food and raiment, the delights of friendship, 
and the endearments of affection ; or, if these 
would ensnare and destroy us, withhold 
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them in mercy ; or give us grace to resign 
them, patiently submitting to thy will, and 
devoutly adoring thy wisdom. 

And now, we humbly commend ourselves, 
and all that we have, to thy defence. We 
know that by reason of wickedness and weak- 
ness, we are exposed to many and great 
dangers ; but we trust that thou wilt sustain 
us. O be with us through the night season, 
and grant that our frail nature being re- 
freshed, and our decayed strength renewed, 
we may rise better prepared for the duties 
that await us. And as thou daily multipliest 
thy mercies to us, increase also our con- 
victions of obligation to thee, and renew 
us daily after thine image; so that every 
day may make us fitter for the enjoyment of 
thy glory, which thou hast prepared for them 
that love thee. 

And now unto the King eternal, immortal, 
invisible, the only wise God, be all honour, 
and glory, and praise, and thanksgiving, 
henceforth and for evermore ; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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TUESDAY MORNING. 

We will extol thee our God O King, and 
bless thy name for ever and ever. Great is 
the Lord, and greatly to be praised, and his 
greatness is unsearchable. One generatioif 
shall praise his works unto another, and shall 
declare his mighty acts. Give ear to our 
words, O Lord, consider our meditation; 
hearken unto the voice of our cry, for unto 
thee will we pray. 

Grant unto us, we entreat thee^ correct 
views of this sacred exercise. Teach us 
that if we regard iniquity in our hearts 
the Lord will hot hear us. That we may 
not be disridgarded, may we never ask what 
is in itself evil, — ^never indulge any corrupt 
fueling, — never employ words at variance with 
our sentiments, — never conceal any known 
iniquity,— never aim at what thou wilt dis- 
approve, — and never neglect the mediation of 
Christ, or the influences of the Holy Spirit. 

While by nature we refuse to know God^ to 
hear his words, to walk in his ways, we have 
walked after the imagination of our owfi 
hearts, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and 
of the mind, for frowardness is in our hearts 
continually, and we are a stubborn and re- 
bellious generation. We have panted after 
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the dust of the earth, and been full of care 
about what we should eat, and what we 
should drink, and wherewithal we should be 
<^lothed; and alas, our desires have been 
cold, and our efforts feeble after the kingdom 
of God and his righteousness. We will 
therefore acknowledge and confess our trans- 
gressions before thee, that for thy name and 
mercy's sake, thou mayest forgive the iniquity 
of our sin. Truly we deserve wrath at thine 
hand, but we gather hope from thy words, 
How shall I give thee up, Ephraim ? How 
shall I deliver thee, Israel ? How shall I 
make thee as Admah ? How shall I set thee 
as Zeboim? Mine heart is turned within me; 
my repentings are kindled together ; I will 
not execute the fierceness of mine anger ; I 
will not return to destroy Ephraim ; for I am 
God, and not man ; — I will surely have mercy, 
saith the Lord. 

O deal not with us after our desert, but 
according to our necessity. Let the bless- 
ings of the cross supply all our wants. 
It is thy pleasure that we seek thee. The 
desires we feel thou hast produced. We are 
willing to be saved in thine own way. We 
love thy salvation as it is free, and secures to 
thyself the undivided glory ; and we love it 
as it is holy, and designed to save us from the 
power as well as the penalty of sin. O let us 
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partake individually of its rich provisions; 
of its purity, and its peace ; of its hopes, and 
Its joys ; of its blessedness on earth, and its 
glories in heaven. Let the mind be in us 
that was in Christ Jesus ; who was holy, 
harmless, undefiled, and separate from sin*^ 
ners ; Who came down from heaven not to do 
his own will, but the will of him who sent 
him ; and who, though he were a son, yet 
learned obedience by the things that he 
suffered. When sinners entice, may we 
not consent. Suffer no temptation but that 
which is common to overtake us, and with it, 
make a way for our escape. Being born of 
God, while in the world may we be kept from 
its evil, and prove that this is the victory 
which overcometh the world, even our faith. 
And although Satan should desire to have us 
that he may sift us as wheat, may the great 
High Priest intercede in our behalf, and 
enable us to overcome the wicked one, through 
the word of his power. 

By thy mercy we renew, this morning, the 
consecration of ourselves to thy service. Go 
forth with us into the concerns of the day. 
Let not mercy and truth forsake us ; may we 
bind them about our necks, and write them 
upon the tables of our hearts, so that we may 
find favour and good understanding in the 
«ight of God and man. 
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We eKtend.O¥r wishes fer jiieyomd tl^ little 
circle now bowing :.m thy ;prcseiii^- iW« 
have abaent coim^^m exidesn^d to our 
hearts. O place them under thiae agency as 
the God of grace; and keep them under thy 
care as the iGod of providence. Wherever 
thou hast caused grief, may it please th^ t^ 
have compassion. Thou dost not afflict wil- 
lingly^ nor grieve the childi*en of men ; grant 
to the suffey^ing thy support; indulge them 
with the joy of thy salvation; and upheld 
them with thy free spirit. We rejoice tp 
know that the Son of God was m^iifestied, 
that. he might destroy the works of the de^. 
God of peace, bruise iSatan ui^lei* our feet 
shortly. Soon may a loud voice be heard m 
heaven^ sayings Now is come salvation and 
strength, and the kingdom, of our God, and 
the power of his Christ ; for the accuser (^ 
our brethi^n is cast down, which accused 
them before our God, day and night. We 
ask it for Jesus' sake. Amen, 



TUESDAY EVENING. 

O God, the hope of Israel, and Saviour 
thereof in time of trouble^ be not unto us as 
a stranger in the land, and as a wayfaring mm 
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that turneth aside to tarry for a night. Thou 
hast established a testimony in Jacobs and 
appointed a law in Israel^ that from genera-* 
tion to generation, thy children may set their 
hope in thee. Biessed» truly blessed is the 
man whose hope the Lord is ; and, through 
the Spirit, may we wait for the hope of 
righteousness by faith. O look down from 
heaven, and behold from the habitation of 
thiue holiness and of thy glory, and say, thou 
Lord God Almighty, to all before thee, I will 
be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my 
sons and daughters. Write upon us thy new 
name, the name of our God, and the name of 
the city of our God, which is new Jerusalem, 
which Cometh down out of heaven from our 
God ; a name which no man knoweth, saving 
he that receiveth it ; and with this, give us a 
right to all its blessings and privileges. We 
trust we have some convictions, that while we 
may desire many things, these are absolutely 
necessary* While we seek lawfully what will 
contribute to the support and comfort of life, 
may our grand inquiry be» What must we do 
to be saved ? Be unto us the God of salvation. 
Visit us in the illumination of the mind, an(i 
the sanctification of the life ; in all the com-* 
forts, and in all the fruits of the Spirit. In 
the destruction of self-will, and in the dispo- 
sitions of implicit devotedness, may we ask 
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as to every truth, what has God revealed? 
and as to every duty, Lord, what wilt thou 
have us to do ? With the allotments of thy 
providence may we be satisfied ; and do thou 
enable us to accommodate ourselves to them, 
and to maintain, in passing through theiu, 
a temper that is Christian- 
Strengthen us, O Lord, to mortify the deeds 
of the body. May we be crucified with Christ, 
so that naturally alive to the world and sin, 
we may die to both. In the light in which 
things appear to thee, let them appear to us. 
Suffer nothing that thou art pleased with, to 
displease us, nor any thing to be esteemed as 
lovely which thou hatest. Though some 
corruptions are dear as a right hand or a 
right eye, may we pant for their destruction ; 
and though the work thou hast assigned us 
be painful and unceasing, be thou with lis, 
and it shall be promptly and gladly per- 
formed. O that we may say in the full 
assurance of faith, although our house be not 
as it should be with God, for many imper- 
fections, infirmities, and sins cleave to us, yet 
hath he made with us an everlasting cove- 
nant, well ordered in all things and sure ; and 
this is all our salvation, and all our desire. 
And knowing that we are made partakers of 
Christ, by holding the beginning of our con- 
Sdence steadfast to tVve eu^, \e\. \3» \i^ hoth 
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diligent and constant in our observance of all 
the commandments of the Lord. What- 
soever we do, may we do it heartily as unto 
the Lord, and not unto men ; knowing that 
of the Lord we shall receive the reward of 
the inheritance. 

Help us, thou Spirit of truth, to study the 
Scriptures, which contain the true sayings of 
God,— which shew us what is good, and what 
is required of us, — which set before us life and 
death, blessing and cursing, — and which en- 
treat us to choose life that we may live. We 
would not add, neither would we take away 
froni this divine depository; but we would 
receive every truth in the love of it, and as the 
infallible standard of faith and practice. O 
may it be more and more a light to our feet, 
and a lamp to our path ; and may it guide us 
through all thJe intricacies of this changing 
world to the eternal city of our God. 

The shades of evening remind us that the 
shadows of death will soon visit our eyes. Give 
us grace to improve the monition. Enable us 
to perform our duties, to endure our trials, to 
repel our spiritual adversaries, and to improve 
our privileges, as dying creatures. O let the 
last messenger be an expected visitant, and one 
for whose arrival we have devoutly prepared- 
Resting on Him who spoiled principalities 
and powers, and made a shew of tVxewi o^^tS^^ 

q2 
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triumphing over them, may we destroy the 
enemy we have often feared. Through Him 
may we be more than conquerors ; and may 
his prayer be answered in our experience, 
Pather^ I will that those whom thou hast 
given me be with me where I am, that they 
may behold my glory. Thou hast redeemed 
us, O Lord God of truth, and therefore into 
thine hands we commit ourselves and our 
interests, beseeching thee to do for us exceed- 
ing abundantly above all we are able to ask 
or thinks through our only Lord and Saviour. 
Amen^ 



WEDNESDAY MORNING, 

We dare not draw nigh unto thee, O Lord, 
like the Pharisee, thanking thee that we are 
not as other men, extortioners, unjust, and 
impure ; for we are constrained to confess, 
that we have transgressed. We would rather 
approach thee with the Publican who smote 
on his breast, saying, God be merciful to me 
a sinner. Thou hast often addressed us by con* 
science, by thy providence, and by thy word ; 
and we blush to think that we have ever 
Jieard thy calls with md\SeT^\\e^\— ^^\^\s\^xit 
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that we have said in our hearts^ if not with 
our lips, Go thy way for this time, we will 
obey thee at a more convenient season. And 
will the Lord be merciful unto us, and not 
reward us according to our iniquities ? Wilt 
thou bestow upon us the godly sorrow which 
worketh repentance unto life ? We are per- 
suaded that without an interest in Christ we 
can have no solid peace^ in this worlds nor 
pleasing hope of that which is to come ; and 
therefore it is our hearts desire and prayer 
before God, that we may be enabled to accept 
of Him as he is freely offered to us in the 
gospel. As none can trust in Him without 
the exertion of thy power, draw us unto Him. 
O gracious Father, enable us to repair to the 
shadow of his cross, and there may we find 
security and relief, refreshment and delight. 
Assure us of an interest in thy favour, which 
is life; support us unceasingly with thy 
mighty arm ; and clothe us with thine image, 
which is the beauty and dignity of the soul. 
• Grant, O God, that our solicitude to 
share in thy love may be constantly kept 
alive. May it operate in the business of the 
world as well as in the moments of retire- 
ment; and through the days of the week as 
well as through the hours of the Sabbath. If 
attended by others in our Christian course, 
m^ we sincerely rejoice; but n*\\^xl ^otw*^ 

q3 
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viction derived from thy word excites us to 
advance, may we go forward, though we do 
so alone. Like Caleb, the servant of the 
Most High, may we follow the Lord fully ; 
and, with Joshua, say to all around us, 
Choose you whom you will serve — but as for 
rae and my house, we will serve the Lord. 
Help us to use all thy bestowments lawfully. 
May we never render to the gift the regard 
which is due alone to the giver. Teach us 
that though many things are to be esteemed 
as blessings, thou art our God ; that thou 
hast an exclusive claim on supreme ajffection, 
and that our guilt will be great, if heedless of 
this, we make any object our idol. 

O that we could always feel that this is not 
our home, that it becomes us to hold our 
mercies with a loose hand, and that for un- 
interrupted peace we must wait till we have 
passed the narrow stream of death, and 
entered the heavenly Canaan ! Let our im- 
provements correspond with our privileges, 
and our practice with our knowledge. Let 
our wills always bow to the decisions of our 
judgments ; and may we choose not what is 
pleasing to sense, but what is approved in the 
exercise of faith ; and never condemn ourselves 
in the things that we allow. We are exposed 
to the view of many, to the misinterpretation 
of our doings^ and lo iVve te^t^sskx^i ^i ^^t 



JttoRMVfi.} FOURTH WEEK. J70 

motives ; enable us therefore to exercise our- 
selves to have a conscience void of offence, 
before God and man, and to prove that 
we are Israelites indeed, in whom is no 
guile» When trials visit us, may we not 
think that any strange thing has happened 
to us, but that which is common to men ; 
and especially so to the people of God. 
May we enter the furnace trusting in thee ; 
while we continue there, instead of thinking 
we do well to be angry, may we be grateful 
for the past, and resigned for the future ; and 
when we, come forth, may it be clearly seen 
that what was valuable has been purified, and 
what was impure has been removed. 

Shepherd of Israel, we thank thee that thou 
art still with us. Though we brought nothing 
into the world, and can carry nothing out, 
thou art mercifully providing for the necessi* 
ties of our passage through. We ought to 
say, and we pray thee to enable us to do so, 
The Lord shall be our God, for he hath kept 
us in ail our ways by his power and goodness, 
giving us bread to eat and raiment to put on, 
granting us a quiet and peaceable habitation 
to dwell in, a lodging-place where we have 
taken our rest in safety ; often preventing ua 
with the blessings of goodness, and granting, 
the requests of our lips. O God, let a deep 
sense of thy presence go evev v^iXXii x>s» ^^si^. 
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rest upon us, that we mayr be in thy fear all 
the day long, and thus be kept and deliwred 
from evil, and have our hearts more and 
more established in every good word and 
work. 

• O Lord God of hosts, hear our prayer ; give 
ear, O God of Jacob. Behold, O God, our 
shield, and look upon the face of thine 
anointed. Amen. 



WEDNESDAY EVENING. 

According to thy promise, O Lord our 
God, be pleased to pour out thy Holy Spirit 
upon us who now bow at thy mercy-seat. 

Now call forth every feeling suitable to 
thy worship, and commanded by thy word. 
And then give ear to our prayer, O 'God, and 
hide not thyself from our supplications ; but 
hear thou in heaven thy dwelling-place, and 
vi^en thou hearest forgive, and accept of our 
persons, and an offering at our hands. 

Every view we take of the greatness and 
excellency of thy character reminds us of the 
degradation and depravity of our own. Thotf 
art highly exalted, we are fallen ; thou art holy, 
we are impure ; thou art true, we have gone 
fyrth from our birth ape^\ug\\^^S\50iwi%^ 



EvmnmO POURtH WEEK. 177 

just, we ai'e unrighteous ; thy resources are 
inexhaustible, we have none ; we are com- 
pletely destitute^ and we are lost, if thou dost 
not rescue us, and bless us, and save us. Nor 
would we refuse to confess before thee that 
we have destroyed ourselves, and that we 
could not reproach thee, wert thou to leave 
us to be filled with our ways, and to eat of 
the fruit of our own devices. How shall we 
magnify thee for the hope that thou wilt not ? 
To its acknowledgment we are totally un- 
equal; but if thou wilt regard us, we will 
take up now the language of thanksgiving, 
and we will utter thy praise through eternal 
ages. 

Blessed be the Lord for ever that he has 
laid help upon one that is mighty, with whom 
bis hand is established, and his covenant shall 
stand fast. And blessed for ever be Immanuel 
who said, Lo I come, in the volume of the 
book it is written of me, I come to do thy 
will, O God. And blessed for ever be that 
Holy Spirit; who, while Jesus has obtained 
for us eternal redemption through the offering 
of his body once fur all, regenerates and 
sanctifies the lost, and gives them hei*e a 
foretaste of heaven. 

Thou bast commanded us, O Lord, to be* 
lieve in thy Son, O let us not reject the 
counsel of God against our^e\v^%^ \^^X. VJftss^ 
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s^ouldst say, Behold ye despisers and wonder, 
and perish ; but remembering that we are as 
welcome as we are guilty, may our language 
be, Lord, we believe, help thou our unbelief. 
We thank thee for the word of truth, which 
proclaims peace With heaven, peace around, 
and peace within, through the blood of the 
cross. O let the message of this salvation 
prevail. Let it slay the enmity of our 
hearts, and cause us to throw down every 
weapon of rebellion, and to weep that we ever 
taised our puny arm against the Majesty of 
heaven and earth, whose beauty demands our 
love, whose benefits lay claimt to our grati- 
tude, and who is able to make every pore, 
imd every faculty, the channel and the 
seat of inexpressible anguish. And as we 
have long employed thy gifts against thee, 
may we henceforth employ them for thee. 
May thine adversaries be considered ours. 
With the world, the flesh, and the devil, may 
we engage in conflict as with deadly foes, 
likicoumge us during the warfare with the 
hope of triumph. May thy promises, the 
union of Christ with his people, the examples 
of those who have gone before, and our per- 
sonal experience of thy goodness, cheer our 
souls in every struggle. So long as we live 
may we fight the good fight of faith, per- 
suaded that there cannot be a cessation of 
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hostilities. May it be enough that the con- 
flict will terminate with death, and that then 
we shall wear the white robes, and bear the 
palm. 

While we oppose evil, enable us to do 
good. As followers of Him who pleased not 
himself, who though he was rich yet for our 
sakes became poor, may we occupy the 
stations assigned us in thy providence ; and 
constantly may we inquire what ability we 
have for promoting the welfare of men in 
their bodies, and their souls. As Jesus is an 
Apostle for us, may we be Apostles in hii^ 
cause. May our conduct speak when our 
lips are silent ; and may all our dispositions 
and actions hold forth the word of life. We 
would be Priests also. We would offer thee 
the sacrifices of prayer and praise, and the 
sacrifice of a broken heart and a contrite spirit* 
And we would intercede for all whom we 
love ; for those, if such there be, who despise 
us and hate us ; for the Christian church, and 
for the world which lieth in the wicked one ; 
and fervently would we pray that thy tem- 
poral and spiritual gifts may descend in rich 
abundance. 

Accept our feeble and unworthy tribute to 
the goodness that has followed us through 
this day. And still, O God, remember us. 
The Lord bless us, and keep us. The Lord 
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make his face shine upon us^ and be gracious 
unto us. The Lord lift up the light of his 
countenance upon us, and give us peace* We 
ask it in the name and for the sake of the 
adorable Redeemer, Amen. 



THURSDAY MORNING. 

* * * . 

Who by searching can find out God ? Who 
can find out the Almighty unto perfection ? 
It is as high as heaven; what can we do^ 
deeper than hell ; what can we know ? The 
measure thereof is longer than the earthy and 
broader than the sea. And yet, O Lord^ thou 
hast not left thyself without witness. The 
invisible things of God are clearly seen, being 
understood by the things that are made, even 
thine eternal power and Godhead ; so that 
none, if ignorant of thee, can be vrithout 
excuse. But thou hast peculiarly distm* 
guished us. Thou hast bestowed upon us 
thy word which thou hast magnified above 
all thy name, and hast given us line upon 
line, precept upon precept, here a little and 
there a little. 

Graciously teach us, we humbly entreat 
tbeCf that the condeinuat\oxv ol Vvi^tU^us will 
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be » mote tolerable than ours, if we know not 
Him whom to know is life eternal. We cannot 
scatter the clouds that envelope our under- 
standings, but thou canst by thy Spirit, for 
the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep 
things of God. And the influences of that 
divine agent thou hast encouraged us not to 
wait for, but to supplicate, saying. If ye being 
evil, know how to give good gifts unto your 
children, how much more shall your heavenly 
Father give his holy Spirit unto them that ask 
him. 

Enable us then, O Lord, to wrestle with 
thee at this time far the promised boon. O 
grant it unto us for thy name and merc/s 
sake. We would not let thee go except thou 
bless us. Address us as thou didst thine 
ancient people. As one whom his mother 
comforteth, so will I comfort thee. Can a 
woman forget her sucking child, that she 
should not have compassion on the son of her 
womb ? yea, they may forget, yet will I not 
forget thee. Beholds I have graven thee 
on the palms of my hands : thy walls are con- 
tinually before mc; 

O make us instant in prayer. Often nqay 
we retire to our closets, and pour forth our 
hearts before thee. If expressions be copious^ 
may we find them good. But let us remember 
that words are not necessary to mfotxn'^SvTBL 

R 
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who knows all things ; or to move Him, who 
is more ready to give than we are to receive. 
And when we cannot employ them may we 
lie as suppliants at thy footstool, knowing 
that thou wilt hear the voice of our weeping, 
that our desire is before thee, that our groan- 
ing is not hid from thee. 

The morning tells us, O God, of thy 
great goodness. How many have during 
the night been houseless, but our tabernacle 
has been, and is, in peace. How many 
have been sleepless, but our frames have 
been refreshed by repose. How many have 
been bereaved, numerous are the dwellings 
in which there is one dead, buf we still live, 
and move, and have our being. All this we 
owe not to men, nor to angels, but to thee. 
Accept then, in infinite condescension, our 
individual and united thanksgivings. Fill 
our hearts with gratitude, and our mouths 
with praise. May all our streams lead us to 
the fountain of living waters. And let every 
gift be as another cord to bind us to thy 
service. 

Numerous as have been thy bestowments, 
O Lord, we are still needy. Mercifully 
undertake for us. Indulge us with all that is 
„necessary for life and godliness. And though 
thou hast a right to withhold, as well as to 
bestow, withdraw not tVi^^dtfcom us: 
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For oh ! thou bounteous Giver of all good. 
Thou art of all thy gifts thyself the crown : 
Give what thou canst, without thee, we are poor. 
And with thee rich, take what thou wilt away. 

O be thou on our side, and we will not 
fear. Should danger come/ we shall be safe. 
Should trials come, we shall be kept in per- 
fect peace. Should temptations come, we 
shall be invincible. Should death come, 
though absent from the body we shall be 
present with the Lord. 

Save us, O God, from tempting thee to 
depart. We would not grieve thy Holy 
Spirit, whereby we are sealed unto the day 
of redemption. O guard us against sin in 
every form. Preserve us from the cares of 
this world, the deceitfulness of riches, and 
the lust of other things, which choke the 
word, so that it becometh unfruitful. May 
we watch daily at the gates of wisdom, and 
wait at the posts of her doors. Never may 
we consider thy work done, until the night is 
come, in which no man can work. Give us 
the diligence that is increased by difficulty ; 
and devotion, like that of the Syrophenician 
woman, which is stimulated by seeming re- 
fusals. 

Have mercy, O Lord, on all men ; on kings, 
and all that are in authority, that we may 
}ead a quiet and peaceably litem ^W ^o^viaa^^ 

r2 
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and honesty; on the poor, the afflicted, the 
oppressed, that their sorrows may be turned 
into joy; on thy ministers, that they may 
testify the glorious gospel of the grace of 
God; and on all who listen to their voice, 
that they may do, as well as hear ; and unite 
with ]us in ascriptions of praise to the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 



THURSDAY EVENING. 

O Lord, we praise not the gods of silver 
and gold, of brass and wood, which see not, 
nor hear, nor know ; but we would glorify 
thee, in whose hand our breath is, and whose 
are all our ways ; the God of all flesh, who 
formeth the spirit of man within him, and in 
whose hand is every living thing. Were we 
to neglect this, or to do so formally and 
hypocritically, how great would be our guilt ! 
Notwithstanding the number of thy depend- 
ents, and the heinousness of our offences, 
thou hast again spread our table with thy 
bounties, hast defended us by thy power, and 
hast permitted us to assemble for domestic 
worship. O what a privilege is this ! Thou 
bast heard the prayer o^ \Xv^ ^to^Vi^t, Pour 
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out thy fury ou the families that call not 
on thy name ; and many there have been, 
and many there are, on which it will descend. 
And why has it not fallen on us ? Why are 
not we aliens from the commonwealth of 
Israel, strangers from the covenants of pro- 
mise, having no hope, and without God in 
world? We trust that thou Jiast taught us 
that the way of transgressors is hard, and that 
it is good to draw nigh unto thee. May we 
still sit at thy feet. Remove whatever re- 
luctance we feel to learn of thee, and to 
engage in thy service; and let our sacrifices 
be always sincere, and acceptable. We re- 
joice that thou hast revealed unto us one, 
who is God manifest in the flesh. Had it 
not been for this, we could have formed no 
clear conceptions of thee. As God in nature, 
thou art a God above us; as God in law, 
thou art a God against us ; as God in Christ, 
thou art a God with us, and for us. 

Now, blessed be thy name, we can con- 
template thee, not only as saying in the 
greatness of thy character. Let there be light ; 
but in all thy benignity. Like as a father 
pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them 
that fear him. O put this fear in our breasts ; 
— ^the fear of a child, not of a slave. May we 
come unto thee, not as dragged by thy power, 
but drawn by thy love; and VasX^^^ ^ 

r3 
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keeping back any p^rt of the possession, may 
we regret after giving thee all we have, 
that we have no more to offer. O forbid that 
there should be one exception to such a sur- 
render in this family, or among its beloved 
connexions. Suffer not Satan, O thou God 
of our fathers, to find in our circle a single 
viotim. Take, we implore thee, the prey from 
the mighty. As we all beai* the Christian 
name, may we put on the Lord Jesus Christ ;-r- 
as we are thy servants professedly, may we 
be so really; — as we have surrounded thine 
altar on earth,, may we meet around thy 
throne in heaven. What shall it proj&tus if 
we gain the whole world, and lose our own 
souls ? What could we give in exchange for 
our souls ? O may we all have diligence to 
make our calling and election sure; and 
doing this we shall never fall. 

We have concluded the secular engage- 
ments of the day ; and as thou ha^t said. 
Cast thy burden on the Lord, we would 
desire to obey thy voice. May we ever avoid 
what thou hast forbidden, and dread to 
engage in any thing on which we cannot aak 
thy blessing. Give us grace to prefer poverty 
to ill-rgotten gain, and the reproach which 
often attends adherence to truth, to the 
glittering curses of falsehood. Instruct us to 
feel that better is a \iU\e WvaX. \\i^ righteous 
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hath^than great riches of the ungodly; and that 
lying lips are an abomination to thee, while 
thou blessest the habitation of the just. In 
hours of leisure, and in seasons of recreation, 
may we be persuaded that thy law, which 
allows of these, will not permit us to violate 
with impunity one of its commands. If any 
should exclaim. Tush, God will not see, may 
we reply, He that planted the ear, shall he 
not hear? He that formed the eye, shall he 
not see? He that chastiseth the heathen, shall 
not he correct ? He that teacheth man know- 
ledge, shall not he know? Though many 
around us are enemies of the cross of Christ, 
whose god is their belly, who mind earthly 
things, and over whom the ministers of the 
gospel weep; may our language be that of 
Niehemiah, So did not I, because of the fear 
of God. May we prove that the kingdom of 
heaven, that true religion, is like the earth 
which bringeth forth fruit of itself, first the 
blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in 
the ear. And till we come to our graves as a 
shock of corn cometh in in his season, do us 
good. Never leave us, never forsake us. 
May we find thy word sweet, thy ways instruc- 
tive, thine ordinances delightful, thy favour 
life, and that the sufferings of the present 
time are not worthy to be compared with the 
glory that shall be revealed m \3fi>. KxA \s^ 
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God who chose us, Christ who redeemed us, 
and the Holy Spirit who sanctifies us, shall 
be praise, and power immortal. Amen. 



FRIDAY MORNING. 

Great and holy God, how shall we come 
before thee? TIjou art the Almighty Jeho- 
vah ; we are but dust and ashes. From ever- 
lasting to everlasting thou art the source of 
truth ; we are of yesterday, and know 
nothing. Our meanness compared with thy 
majesty ought to fill us with humility in thy 
presence. But, O Lord, there is a stronger 
reason for our abasement ; thou hast nourished 
and brought us up as children, and we have 
rebelled against thee. The orbs of heaven 
obey thy commands, but these We have vio- 
lated ; the ox knoweth his owner, and the ass 
his master's crib, but we have not known thy 
judgments, we have not considered thy mei> 
cies. Surely man is born in sin, and is at 
enmity with God ! How ignorant is he, yet 
how confident ! How vile, yet how arrogant ! 
In what need of compassion, yet how un- 
merciful ! How guilty, yet how impenitent ! 
How bold in iniquity, though conscience re- 
proves ! O the spoils, and t\i\u, ^ciA. di^^W 
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tion, which sin has made ! It has darkened 
our minds^ perverted our wills, debased our 
affections, disordered our passions, hardened 
our hearts, and drawn us away from the 
ever-blessed God, to love the things which 
are displeasing to thee, and destructive to 
our souls. 

But thy patience, O God, in bearing with us 
is wonderful, and thy goodness in pardoning 
the penitent is boundless. Thou hast sent 
forth thy ministers as ambassadors for Christ ; 
and as though thou didst beseech us by them, 
they pray us, in Christ's stead, to be reconciled 
to thee. Instead of directing to us the thun- 
ders of thy wrath, thou art pleased to soothe 
us by the voice of mercy. We would there- 
fore take thee at thy word. Be graciously 
pleased to stretch forth thy powerful hand» 
and to loose the chains of our sins, by which 
we are bound. O grant deliverance to the 
captives. Enable us to stand fast in the 
liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, 
and let us not be entangled with any yoke of 
bondage. 

Assist us in striving against the sin which 
most easily besets us. May it be constantly 
resisted by holy principles within, be weak- 
ened day by day, and be numbered with the 
trophies of thy grace. And if its influence 
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has been observed by others, may its conquest 
obtain their tribute to thy power. 

O that under a sense of obligation we could 
live a life of praise ! Aid us, O our God, to 
serve thee sincerely, without hypocrisy ; cheer- 
fully, without dullness ; universally, without 
partiality ; and constantly, without being 
weary in well-doing. Let no trials cause us 
to distrust thee, and no temptations draw us 
from thee ; but let all thy dispensations be 
received as messengers of love ; and be the 
means of making our communion with thee 
more sweet, and more heavenly. In the 
midst of afflictions may we live godly in 
Christ Jesus. Though our religion be im- 
perfect, may its activity and tendency to 
growth prove it to be real and vital. O make 
it our constant attendant, and cause it to 
dignify us in the ordinary scenes of life. 
Teach us to remember, that greatness con- 
sists not in doing great things, but in doing 
little things with a great mind. May we be 
living expositors of thy truth, and may many 
glorify God in us. 

And while wc ask so many blessings at 
thine hand, help us to adore thee for those 
which we have already received, and are con- 
tinually receiving from thee. 

Many, O Lord, are^the wonderful works 
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which thou hast done, and thy thoughts which 
are to us- ward. We cannot reckon them. 
If we would declare them, and speak of them, 
they are more than we are able to express. 
Praised be thy name daily ; even thine, O God, 
who helpest us, and pourest out thy benefits 
upon us. Praised be thy name, from the 
rising of the sun to the going down of the 
same; and from this time forth for evermore. 
Remember, most merciful Father, the 
millions who are necessitous as ourselves, but 
who were never favoured with our advantages. 
They feel guilt, but know nothing of the 
blood that cleanseth from all sin ; they are 
depraved, but know nothing of the renewing 
of the Holy Ghost; — they are bleeding to 
death of their spiritual wounds, but no one 
tells them of the balm in Gllead, and the 
Physician there. Send them, O Lord, thy 
light and thy truth, for thy great name's 
sake. Amen. 



FRIDAY EVENING. 

O Thou who art the immutable Jehovah, 
we adore the exceeding riches of thy grace. 
We stand in awe of thy power ; we abase 
ourselves before thine holiness •, we ^dtCkvceNXs^ 
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wisdom. A view of thy greatness only would 
drive us from thy seat ; but a discovery of 
thy goodness banishes our fears^ and attracts 
us with humble confidence to thy throne, to 
confess our sins, and to divulge our sorrows. 
And O how encouraging is it, under a review 
of our past guilt, and a sense of present un- 
worthiness, to know we have to do with one 
who waits to be gracious, and is exalted to 
have mercy. We bless thee for the assurance 
that thou art love ; and as thou hast not spared 
thine only Son, but hast freely delivered him 
up for us all, we know that depending on 
Him, thou wilt withhold nothing that will 
promote our present peace, or our eternal 
welfare. 

We are amazed, O Lord, when we reflect on 
thy gift of a Saviour to our fallen and 
wretched race. How beautiful on the moun- 
tains are his feet, at whose birth the song 
was heard. Glory to God in the highest^^on 
earth peace, good-will to men. We bless 
thee for devising such means to rescue us 
from perdition, and to restore us to a state of 
honour, and safety, and happiness, far supe- 
rior to our original condition. We rejoice 
that when he was despised and rejected of 
men, and smitten and afflicted by thee, yet 
he failed not, nor was discouraged, but 
finished the work that was given him to do ; 
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SO that thy justice is satisfied, thy truth esta- 
blished, thy law made honourable, and a 
foundation laid, even in thy glory, for ouf 
hope. O make us more willing to be sup^ 
plied from the fulness of the once crucified^ 
but now exalted Redeemer ! And for this 
purpose, may thy Spirit convince us of sin. 
May our chai'acter and condition appear 
before us as they do before thee. Give us 
hearts not insensible as stone, but susceptible 
as flesh. Soften our minds to bewail the 
corruption of our nature, our pride and un- 
belief, our folly and ingratitude. O that we 
may abhor ourselves, repenting in dust and 
ashes ! Through the law may we die unto 
the law, and despair of obtaining life but 
from thy sovereign and boundless mercy. 
Cause us to walk in thy statutes, and incline 
us to keep thy judgments. May we know 
Christ in the power of his resun'ection, and 
the fellowship of his sufferings, and be made 
conformable unto his death. 

Hear our desires, most gracious Go<J* We 
would now diligently seek thee that thou 
wouldst do these things for us. We have no 
plea but our lost and helpless state, the 
merits of Jesus, and thine own glory. O let 
these prevail in our behalf, as they have for 
ransomed millions. 

Thou, O Lord, hast promised, and what 

s 
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thou bast spoken^ thou wilt do. Thou canst 
not deny thyself. And as we have much 
forgiven, may we love much. Endue us 
with a spirit of tenderness and compas^on 
like that to which we are, and must be 
constantly indebted. Teach us to devise 
liberal things, and freely to give of what 
we have. Instead of bestowing with a 
grudging hand, dispose us thankfully to im- 
prove every occasion of relieving the bodily 
and spiritual wants of our fellow-creatures. 
O that no talent committed to our care may 
be either abused or unemployed ! If we have 
much, may God be honoured with all our 
increase ; if we have but a cup of cold water, 
may it be given in the name of a disciple ; 
and if we can only pray, may our petitions 
be answered in others becoming benefactors. 

We grieve to think, O Lord, how insensi- 
ble we have been to the claims of thine autho- 
rity, and the endearments of thy love. How 
little have we credited thy truth, trusted thy 
promises, feared thy threatenings, obeyed thy 
commands, or improved any of our privileges. 
Even this day has added to our unnumbered 
offences. O pardon all our sins^ and merci- 
fully blot out all our transgressions. 

We thank thee, that notwithstanding our 

desert, we are yet in the land of the living. 

Ag^n we magnify tViee a:^ o\xt ^tol^eloc. May 
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thy long-suffering prove our salration. Let no 
evil befal us through the night. Receive us, 
and all for whom we ought to pray, into thy 
fatherly care. Thou only art he who makest 
men to dwell in safety. Through our earthly 
pilgrimage be our God, Sanctify to us every 
event and every gift. And O forsake not thy 
tabernacle, the tent which thou hast placed 
among men, nor let those days ever come, 
wherein thou wilt send a famine in the land ; 
not a famine of bread, or a thirst for water j 
but of hearing the words of the Lord. 

And now unto the Lord God Almighty, 
Father, Son, and Spirit, be endless praises. 
Amen. 



SATURDAY MORNING. 

We present ourselves before thy glorious 
majesty, most blessed Lord God, to pay thee 
that tribute of homage and service, of prayer 
and praise, which is so justly due. We desire 
the acceptance of ourselves and our offerings 
through Jesus the Redeemer. In his name 
we come at thy command and worship at thy 
footstool, imploring thy pardon, and entreat- 
ing thee to grant us fresh tokens of thy love. 
We are not worthy that thou ^hoxA^'dX xitf^Ycfc 

82 
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ufi, or be supplicated by us, but ever worthy 
• is the Lamb of God^ for he has borne 
our sios in his own body on the tree; 
and in him thou art reconciled to us^ who 
deserve only to be forsaken and abhorred. 
Teach us, O Lord, we pray thee, that as 
are thine excellencies so are thy claims; 
^nd that according to thy . benefits are 
pur obligations. Never suffer us to give 
that honour to another which is due to thee 
alone. How often^ alas! have this gdilt 
and folly been ours! We have worshipped 
and served the creature more than the 
Creator ; and justly hast thou left us to be 
ashamed of our hope. In many instances our 
idols have deceived us, and our fountains 
proved but broken cisterns that could hold 
no water. But thou hast never disappointed 
us when we have made thy word our trust ; 
thou hast fulfilled in our experience all thy 
promises ; and in thee thy f)eople find a safe 
guide amidst intricate paths ; a supporter 
when they are faint ; a protector when as- 
saulted; a comforter when distressed; lind 
a refuge when pursued. 

Help us, O God, devoutly to acknowledge 
thee in all our ways, and do thou direct our 
paths. As thou didst lead thy people Israel 
in safety through the wilderness, going before 
(hem by day in a pillar of cloud, and by night 



MomNiM€.] FOURTH WEEK. 197 

in a pillar of fire, be thou mercifully pleased 
to lead, and protect, and bless us, in the way 
in which we should go. Enable us so to 
manage our temporal affairs, as not to be en- 
slaved by them. Moderate our desires, that 
we may not engage in so much business as 
to distract our thoughts, and disqualify us 
for the duties and enjoyments of religion. In 
all our transactions save us from those foolish 
and hurtful lusts by which many are ruined. 
In circumstances of difficulty may we choose 
distress rather than dishonour; and instead 
of trusting in human wisdom alone, may we 
call upon thee in the day of trouble. For, 
O most gracious God, there is no wisdom 
like thy wisdom, no power like thy might, 
and no dependance equal to that of making 
thee our trust. And in the day of prosperity 
may we rejoice. May we trace in our bless- 
ings the love of our heavenly Father ; may 
we know that there is no good in them, but 
for a man to rejoice, and to do good in his ' 
life ; — and in using them in thy fear, and to 
thine honour, inspire us with the delight with 
which no stranger intermeddles. 

Impress on our minds, O Lord, the value 
of time : let it not be enough for us to be 
kept from mispending it, but may we be 
desirous to improve it. May we appreciate 
minutes as well as hours; redeeming them 

s3 
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by diligence, steadiness, and perseverance, 
assured of their worth from tb«ir connection 
with eternity. O let us not squander them 
in what is useless, much less in what is in- 
jurious to oui'selves, or to others. Be liioti 
our helper, and all that thou hast com- 
manded us we will do. 

Strengthen us, O Lord, by thy gracious 
Spirit, that we may be more watchful against 
temptation, and more victorious over cor- 
ruption. Destroy in us every vicious in- 
clination, every evil habit, and whatever 
exalts itself against the knowledge of God, 
and of Jesus Christ our Lord. Increase 
and confirm in us more and more, every 
Christian grace ; and especially implant what 
thou knowest to be most wanting in us, and 
most necessary for us. Make our hearts 
sincere in thy sight, and our lives pure before 
our fellow-creatures. Dispose us by ail suita- 
ble means to avoid their just reproach, and 
to seek thy favour as our highest reward. 

We have now entered on the last day of 
another week. O that it may be its best day I 
May it excite our efforts as well as our 
prayers. Assist thy ministers in their prepa- 
rations for approaching services. Give us 
grace to put the aJBfairs of life in such order 
to-day, as shall prevent their interrupting 
us to-morrow I aud a\^o xWx ^^^t^on 
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of heart with which we ought to attend thine 
ordinances. 

Now, blessed be God for all his gifts, both 
of nature and of grace ; for those that con- 
cern this life, and that which is to come; 
especially for Jesus Christ, the foundation 
and medium of all ; to whom, with thyself, 
O Father, and the Almighty Spirit of grace, 
be praises, equal and immortal. Amen. 



SATURDAY EVENING. 

O Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, 
and art to come ; thou whose name alone is 
Jehovah, the Most High over all the earth. 
While angels and archangels adore thee, and 
multitudes of thy faithful servants in this 
lower world magnify thee, deign to behold 
this household, humble and unworthy as it is ; 
and accept the tributes of our lips and of our 
hearts. We know that it is the will of God 
in Christ Jesus concerning us, that in every 
thing we give thanks ; and therefore we would 
be grateful to the Lord who hath done great 
things for us, whose mercy is everlasting, and 
whose truth endureth to all generations. We 
have once more to record thy goodness in the 
bounties of thy providence ; tlvow Vv^sX. caxi^^^ 
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the outgoings of the mornings and of the 
evenings to rejoice over us; and notwith- 
standing our numberless provocations, thou 
art still bending over us in paternal love, and 
urging us to implore the greatest of thy gifts. 
May we gladly and gratefully improve this 
privilege, amazed at thy willingness to regard 
us, and exulting iii thine ability to bless us. 

O Lord, give to each of us an interest in 
Him whom thou hast provided for our de- 
liverance from all the effects of sin, for the 
justification of our persons, the sanctification 
of our natures, and our perseverance in the 
path which leadeth to heaven. We are exposed 
in consequence of transgression to the terrors 
of the law ; may we find that there is now no 
condemnation to them that are in Christ 
Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after 
the Spirit. And compelled as we are to lay 
our hands on our mouths, and our mouths in 
the dust, and to cry. Unclean, unclean ! may 
we experience the cleansing efficacy of his 
most precious blood ; and may we henceforth 
live in him, and he in us. Though many 
around us seek pleasure in the vanities' of this 
world, may we feel that they will prove as 
unsatisfying to our souls as they are unsuita- 
ble ; — ^may the joy of the Lord be our strength, 
and may our peace flow as a river. 
As this night our soul^ wva^ be rec\uired of 
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US, make us individually solicitous to kno^vr 
whether we have yet believed on Him, withotrt . 
whom we must perish. O God, quicken us, 
and urge us irresistibly to this all-important 
inquiry. If we are still far off, suffer lis not 
to give sleep to our eyes, nor slumber to oilr 
eye-lids till we hare entreated thee to bring 
us nigh ; and if we have been thus distin- 
guished, O do thou enrich us by still larger 
communications. We would feel that if "We 
wait, the grave is our house j — that whether 
we have been high or low, rich or poor, 
learned or ignorant, will be of no importance 
to us, for the small, and the great are there ; 
but that it will be of infinite moment to have 
believed in Christ. And by the uncertainty 
of life, the solemnity of death, the irreversible 
decisions of the judgment-day, do thou stimu- 
late us to attend to the things that make for 
our peace. O that our hearts were deeply 
affected by the folly and criminality of pre- 
sumption and neglect ! Forbid, we beseech 
thee, that we should exclaim, "The harvest is 
past, the summer is ended, and we are not 
saved !" Preserve us from the doom of those 
whose punishment will be sorer than that of 
the despisers of Moses' law, who died without 
mercy. O God, in thee is our hope; b^ 
still our confidence. Witness with our spirits 
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that we are thy children, or if this testimony 
be withheld, let us still cleave unto thee. 

We would magnify the Lord that our lot 
is cast in this highly-favoured land. Thou, 
God, mightest have made the place of our 
birth in those. regions of darkness which are 
full of the habitations of cruelty ; but we were 
born where the true light shineth, and we 
can hear words whereby we may be saved. 
Awaken our gratitude for the discoveries, the 
iavitations, and the promises of the gospel of 
peace. O that our thankfulness may be 
evinced, if we are permitted to-morrow to 
listen to those glad tidings of pardon for 
rebels, health for the sick, liberty for captives, 
and a free, full, and everlasting salvation for 
the lost. We have often deplored and con- 
fessed our negligence and our worldliness; 
may we then prove that our lamentations 
were sincere. In a state of mind suited to its 
solemnities, duties, and privileges, may the 
Sabbath be passed through. May we leave 
every thing worldly at the foot of the mount, 
while we go to worship God above. 

Remember, we pray thee, those from whom 
thine ordinances have been withdrawn ; the 
Israelites, to ^hom pertained the adoption, 
and the glory, and the covenants, and the 
giving of the law, and the services of Godj 
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and the promises^ whose are the fathers, and 
of whom as concerning the flesh Christ came. 
O take the veil from their hearts^ and bring 
them in with the fulness of the Gentiles, for 
his sake, who is over all, God blessed for 
ever. Amen. 



OCCASIONAL PRAYERS. 



FofT Preparation for the Lord*B Supper. 

Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who^ according to bis 
abundant mercy, hath begotten us again 
unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead ; to an inheritance in- 
corruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not 
away. And bleSsed be thy holy name, O Lord, 
that thou hast given us this day as an emblem 
of the Sabbath that is eternal. We pray 
that thou wouldst prepare our hearts for all 
its services, and, especially, for that heavenly 
banquet which thou hast provided for the 
disciples of the Saviour. Help as many 
of us as are invited, to obey thy command- 
ment; and though we are altogether un- 
worthy to offer unto thee any sacrifice, yet 
accept our tribute, not weighing our merits, 
but pardoning our offences for the sake of 
thy deal" Son. As thou hast given spiritual 
sustenance, afford unto us a spiritual appetite ; 
that as the hart panteth after the water- 
brooks^ our souls may pant after thee, O God. 
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Work in us, we beseech thee, those holy dis- 
positions, and excite in us those devout 
affections which are suited to this ordinance. 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of grace and 
of supplications, that we may look on Him 
whom we have pierced, and mourn for Him, as 
one mourneth for an only son. May the 
blood of Christ, who, through the eternal 
Spirit, offered himself without spot to God, 
purge oar consciences from dead works to 
serve the living God. Give us to feel the 
constraining influence of the Redeemer's 
love, and may we cherish a sincere and 
affectionate regard to all the family of man ; 
.but especially to those who are of the house- 
hold of faith. O make manifest to us th<s 
pardon of our sins and the assurance of thy 
favour. And as thou sealest the covenant of 
grace, help us to seal the covenant of obe- 
dience ; and so may we wait upon thee that we 
may return from thy table with our corrup- 
tions subdued, our graces increased, and our 
souls encouraged to run with delight the way 
of thy commandments. Ardently do we wish 
that we as a family were about to surround 
the sacramental board. O that this may 
speedily be our distinguished privilege ! 

Thou mighty Spirit, let all the objects of 
our affection be hew creatures iii Christ Jesus; 
and having given themselves to the Lord^ 

T 
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may tbey give tbem^elyes to his people. Say 
^nto them, Eat, O friends, drink, yea drink 
aibundantly, O beloved, and may we be united 
by sacred as well as natural bonds through 
Hi^ who is the founder of the fciast. Amen. 



,FoT any who have partaken of the Lord^s Stspper. 

We desire, with all our souls, to adore and 
ipagpify thy blessed name, O Lord God, our 
hea,venly Father, for all the expressions of thy 
love to us, guilty and unworthy sinners ; but 
particularly for the renewed tokens of thy favour 
in Christ Jesus, which we have enjoyed this 
day. Thou hast graciously admitted some of 
US) not only into thine house, but to thy table ; 
Bjid used us not as servants, but as friends 
and as children. O what manner of love is 
this that we who deserve so ill at thine hands, 
shoi^ld fare so well — that the God so greatly 
ojSended by us, should not merely forgive us, 
but feast us with all the good things which 
Jesus has merited and prepared! O Lord, 
give us hearts deeply sensible of thy mercy, 
and ever dependent on thy grace. Help us 
to remember the solemn vows which we have 
^ain inade in thy presence, and in the pre- 
sepce of thy people, an^ ew^\^ \!& tculy to 
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perform them. May we bear about us the 

marks of a crucified Saviour. Having oilce 

ihore enlisted ourselves under the banner of 

the Captain of our salvation^ enable us to 

endure hardness as good soldiers of Christ 

Jesus. Endue us with power to vanquish the 

world, the flesh, and the devil. Encourage 

our hearts in this holy warfare by the examples 

of the glorious company of the apostles, the 

goodly fellowship of the prophets, the noble 

army of martyrs, and by those of all ihe 

members of the holy church triumphant, 

who have been made more than conquerois 

through him who bought them with his blood. 

May the ordinances we enjoy manifestly 

itnprove our temper and spirit. May the 

habits of our minds, and the actions of oiu* 

lives, be pure. May the image of Christ 

impressed upon our souls be more and more 

visible. May we exert in our spheres all the 

attractive energy of holiness. 

' And, O Lord, graciously add to the graces 

of thy ransomed people. O let them be valiant 

for the cause of truth, and meekness, and 

righteousness. For Zion's sake may they not 

hold their peace, and for Jerusalem's sake may 

they not rest, until the righteousneiss thereof 

go forth as brightness, and the salvation 

tiiereof as a lamp that bumeth. Ever be 

with that church of the living God q£ %bititv 

t2 
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we form a part, and may the little one become 
a thousand. 

Save now, we beseech thee, O Lord; 
Lord, we beseech thee, send iaow prosperity, 
for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 



For a New-married Party. 

» 

Most blessed, and glorious Lord God, 
whose we are, and whom alone we are bound 
to worship and obey ; now instruct us, and 
guide us, that we may wait upon thee without 
distraction ; for we cannot of ourselves ordar 
our speech, by reason of darkness. Deeply 
impress our minds by a sense of thy great 
and glorfbus perfections; make us truly 
thankful for thy benefits, and may we pray 
with all prayer and supplication in. the Spirit. 

We approach thee, O God, particularly in 
Debalf of those who have this day entered d 
state honourable to all. May the husband 
love his wife even as himself, and the wife 
see that she reverence her husband ; that they 
may walk together like Zacharias and 
Elizabeth in all the commandments and 
ordinances of the Lord blameless. May they 
feel how good and pleasant a thing it is to 
dnre)! together in unity; that better is a 



OCCASIONAL PKAltmS) itfi 

dinner of herbs where loV^ is, than a ^tall^ 
ox and hatred theretrith ;"— that better is^ A 
dry morsel with quietness^ than a house Ml 
of strife. Preserve them froni thfe evil* 
which diminish and destroy the comfort 
and prosperity of the married state; and 
may they observe order, cultivate sweetness 
of temper, and exercise religious principles, 
as so many means of happiness. Make 
them upright, that while the house of the 
wicked is overthrown, their tabernacle may 
flourish^ and thy blessing may rest on 
their habitation. Give them grace to rear 
this night a domestic altar, and to offer 
acceptable sacrifices every morning and even^. 
ing. There may they obtain in perplexity 
thy guidance, in wmkness thy strength, i)k 
pain thy support, in sorrow thy consol^oHi^, 
in danger thy deliverance, and in separation 
thy succour. Pleasant in life^ in death may 
they not be divided ; but heirs of the grace 
of life, may they meet in that world where all 
tears shall be wiped from off all faces, andt 
the days, of our monming shall be ended. 

Bring fully before us, O Lord^ by the eventii 
that have just transpired, the union of Chritft 
with Ms people. May we form a part of that 
church which shall appear as a bride adorned 
for her husbands So may we be brought int^ 
thy ban^etin^-house on €art\k,^is^ %si^ ^^osak. 

t3 ■ - 
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thy banner over us is love; and at last may 
we share in the blessedness of those who are 
called to the marriage-supper of the Lamb. 
We implore these favours in the name of our 
Advocate with the Father. Amen. 



For a Person serifimly Afflicied, or a Woman ap- 
proaching Labour. 

O LoRDj, thou art our gracious God, our 
chief good, and our most merciful Father in 
Christ Jesus. In his great name, and through 
his prevailing mediation, we are encouraged 
still to present our persons and our prayers 
before thee. O deliver us, for his sake, from 
all the transgressions for which our hearts 
condemn us ; and from all, for which thou, 
who art greater than our hearts, knowest us 
to . be guilty. And particularly do thou 
t^gavd one who is now chastened with 
strong pain.. O that thou wouldst strengthen 
for the crii^s, and then command relief. 
Soften, if it please thee, O God, the strokes 
of thy rod, &nd let a season of anguish issue 
in joy. Though the body be agonized we 
know that thou canst keep the mind in 
perfect peace, and we earnestly beseech thee 
.*o .infuse ?tbis teavenbf %^wmVj* O grant a 
preparatioji for thy m\\,Nrtx^X^N^t\\\sjfifii\sfc^ 
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May those affected by this trial adore thee as 
the supreme disposer of all events, and say it is 
the Lord, let him do what seemeth him good. 
But we are allowed to implore deliverancp 
with submission ; nothing is too hard for the 
Lord : thou canst heal as well as wound : we 
therefore, pray thee, if it be thy good pleasure, 
to bless the means that are employed to. renew 
the strength, and to prolong the. days, of thy 
servant. Above all, let the dispensation be 
sanctified to the sufferer, and his (or her) 
connexions. May the affliction of the body 
lead us to consider the malady of the soul— 7 
the evil of sin, which has defaced its beauty, 
and weakened its powers, and filled it with 
pain, and exposed it to endless misery. We 
rejoice that there is balm in Gilead, that there 
is a Physician there ; and earnestly would we 
cry. Heal us, O Lord, and we shall be healed, 
save us, and we shall be saved, for thou art 
our praise. Aware that this is the accepted 
time, that this is the day of salvation, may 
we now look on the Son of man who ; w^s 
lifted up on Calvary, as the serpent was.li/ted 
up in the wilderness ;. and believing, on Jfiin 
may he be made of God unto us wii^om, 
righteousness, sanctification, and redemption. 
And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christy 
and the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holj Spirit, be with us «\\ ^Nwoiwfe, 
uimefim 
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For Safe Delivery in ChUd-Mrth. 

O God, thou art the source of all good 
Without thee^ our light is darkness j our 
wisdom, folly; our wealth, poverty ^ our 
happinesis, disguised misery ; yea, at our best 
estate^ we are altogether vamty. From thy 
bountiful band, O Lord, come all our 
blessings. To thee we are indebted for the 
food we eat, the health we enjoy, the. in« 
structors who edify us, the benefactors who 
help us, and the friends who love us. For 
thy great, thine unnumbered mercies we would 
praise thee; and devoutly would we magnify 
thee for thy deliverance in the hour of ma-^ 
temal distress, which we would now recwd. 
Thou hast heard our prayers and the voice of 
thine handmaid ; thou hast been with her in 
her extremity, and made her the joyful mother 
of a living child. Graciously add to thy 
benefits by the renewal of her strength, 
and soon give her ability to resume the 
duties of her station. Bestow grace upon 
her, O God, to pay thee the vows which her 
soul made when in trouble. Write on her 
heart a law of love. May thy word be her 
only rule, and thy gloiy her constant aim. 
And from thy treasury may she receive daily 
and hourly supplies, until earth is exchanged 
for heaven. 
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And, O Lord, bless the babe which has 
just entered a world of sin and sorrow. Keep 
it as the apple of thine eye. Save it, if it 
please thee, from the numberless accidents 
and diseases to which it will be exposed. Let 
its temper be meek, and kind, and lovely. 
Particularly bestow upon it thy grace, and 
adopt it into thy family. O pour thy blessing 
upon our seed, and thy Spirit upon our off- 
spring. May all our family be united to the 
family of which the Holy Ghost is the 
teacher, Christ the elder brother, and God 
th^ father. Enable us, who are parents, to 
seek and cultivate that godliness by which 
we may leave an inheritance to our children's 
children — an inheritance of precepts, and 
examples, and prayers. If those who are like 
olive branches round about our table should 
be deprived of their father, be thou the 
father . of the fatherless ; or should they 
lose their mother, as one whom his mother 
comforteth, so do thou comfort them. And 
if we should be called to resign one or 
more of them, prepare us for the trial, and 
make it a blessing; and we will ascribe to 
the glorious Trinity undivided and immortsd 
praises. Amen. 
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For a Bereaved Family. 

Just and true are all tby ways, O King of 
saints. May we be enabled, by thine aid, always 
to remember this, and especially to acknow- 
ledge thy wisdom and righteousness in the 
breach which thou hast made in this family. 
The Lord gave, and the Liord hath taken 
away, and blessed be the name of the Liord. 
Thou hast resumed what was lent us for a 
iseason, and what never ceased to be thine 
own. We would be dumb — we would not 
open our mouths, because thou didst it 
that we may find it is better to be in the 
house of mourning than in the house of 
mirth! By the sadness of the countenance 
purify our hearts. Teach us, O Lord, 
by this dispensation, the vanity of life^ the 
uncertainty of our earthly comforts, our entire 
dependence on thee, and the infinite value of 
thy favour, and of an interest in Jesus ChiiBt, 
which alone can yield us support in this vale 
of tears. O let the drying up of this rivulet 
iead us more sincerely and importunately to 
the fountain of living waters ; let the break- 
ing of this bruised reed urge us td rest hence- 
forward on the Rock of everlasting Ages. 

May we be suitably aflFected by our own 
frailty and mortality. When a few years are 
come we shall go lYi^t ^^.^ ^\i^\ie^ we shall 
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not return. Yea, in a few months, or weeks^ 
our heads may lie beneath the clods of the 
valley ; we may say unto corruption, thou art 
our father, and to the worm, thou art our 
mother, and our sister. Even this night our 
souls may be required of us. Whatsoever 
our hands find to do, give us grace to do with 
our might ; knowing that there is no work, 
nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom in 
the grave, whither we are going. May we 
know in whom we have believed, and be per- 
suaded that he is able to keep that which we 
have committed unto him, against that day. 
Help us, O God, to live as becometh dying, 
and yet immortal creatures ; and grant, we 
beseech thee, that whatever painful separa- 
tions death may make between any of us who 
now survive, we may all meet the dear de- 
parted in that blessed world, where there is 
no more sorrow, nor ciying, but where our 
harps shall ever send forth the notes of joy 
and praise. 

And now unto Him who took part of our 
nature, that through death he might destroy 
him that had the power of death, that is, the 
devil ; and deliver them who through fear of 
death were all their life time subject to 
bondage — ^unto the great God, even our 
Saviour Jesus Christ, be glory and honour 
immortal. Amen. 
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Fx>r a Youth leaving Home for Btmnea. 

O Thou who hast said, like as a father 
pitieth his children, so the Ldrd pitieth them 
that fear him ; behold this family now prosr 
trate at thy feet. Hear our petitions, O Lord, 
who are parents, that our sons may be as 
plants grown up in their youth,— that 6m 
daughters may be as corner-stones, polished 
after the similitude of a palace. And let our 
earnest prayers at this time prevail with theie 
for him who is now leaving the parental roof. 
O let him from this hour cry unto thee, my 
Father, thou shalt be the guide of my youth. 
In all his ways may he acknowledge thee, 
and do thou direct his paths. May he never 
neglect the Bible, the closet, or the sanctuary, 
lest he should come to sorrow, and to shame. 
Sanctify to him the instructions he has re- 
ceived, that he may choose rather to suffer 
affliction with the people of God than to 
enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season. Shield 
him, thou mighty God, from the evils of the 
world. May integrity and uprightness pre- 
serve him. In the situation he is called to 
fill may his temporal, and especially his 
spiritual good be studied and promoted.. May 
he there be diligent and faithful, dutiful and 
obligingy amiable and \^\o\]li&« O that he may 
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think, and feel, and act as beneath thine eye, 
and increase in favaur with God as well as 
man. We recognize in this separation the 
appointment of the Lord, and may this soothe 
the pains of which we cannot but be con- 
scious. 

Thou, O our God, doest all things well. 
When absent in body may we be present in 
spirit ; may our natural affection be sanctified 
and strengthened by inquiry and correspond- 
ence ; and often may we meet at the throne 
of mercy, where we would desire to part. 
We trust, O God, that we shall embrace each 
other again in health and peace ; grant, if it 
please thee, our desires in the multitudes of 
thy mercies ; and may we adore thee as the 
Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, 
neither shadow of turning, the giver of every 
good gift, and every perfect gift, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, now and for ever. Amen. 



For Recovery from Sickness. 

O God, we desire, with all reverence and 
humility, to approach thee as a Being infi- 
nitely great and glorious. Thou art the 
perfection of all excellence, the fountain of 
all life^ and the source of a\\ \Ae^^^Tk^»». 

u ' 
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Thou fituppliest us in necessity; defendest us 
ip peril) and deliverest us in trouble. Thou 
redeewest our life from destruction, and 
crpw^est us with loving-kindness and tender 
niercies. We bless thee that thou hast inter- 
posed in behalf of thy servant^ who has been 
uqder thipe afflicting hand. He (or she) was 
brought low, but thou hast helped him ; thou 
ha§it qhiastened him sore, but thou hast not 
given him over unto death. May he not 
only live, but declare the works of the Lord. 
Dispose him daily and hourly to inquire, 
What sb.^1 J render to the Lord for all his 
bene^ts towards me ? May he take the cup 
of salvation, and call upon the n^une of the 
L(;>rd. Now thou hast tried him may he 
conj^ft forth as gold. Now thou hast pruned 
hiin m^y he bear much fruit. May he live 
a§ though he felt that life i^ a vapour which 
app,ea.i:eth for a little time, and then vanisheth 
away. 

Teach us, O God, that we are accountable 
for our afflictions. Whenever they come, 
may we praise thee for them a3 proofs of thy 
love ; and whenever they are removed, may 
we pray t^iat th^ir effects may be valuable 
and pernoianent. Save us from the guilt ol 
those who call forth the lamenitatioi]^^-0 Lordf 
ace npt thine eyes u{kmdi^ tke truth ? Iliou hast 
sfyi^idtt thenv but t\ie^ \l^n^ x^t ^eved ; 
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thou hast consumed them, but they havte 
refused to receive correction ; they have itiade 
their faces harder than a rock ; they have 
refused to return. And may vre evter re- 
member that a recovery is only a reprieve ; 
that the sentence that dooms the body to 
return to the dust is only suspended; atid 
that, however long may seem its delay, the 
spirit will soon return to God who gave it. 
O that through faith in the ever-blessed 
Redeemer we may be prepared for the hoUr 
of death, the day of judgment, and a blissful 
eternity ; and to the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, will we ascribe all honour and 
praise for ever and ever. Amen. 



For PisfioHs jfo^ frtim Home,, 

Blessed is the man, O Lord, who has thee 
for a refuge and strength, for thou art a pre- 
sent help in trouble. Be thou our portion 
and everlasting home. Teach us to worship 
thee with devout homage and reverence, for 
thou art great and greatly to be praised ; and 
in all our ways to acknowledge thee, for thou 
art the guide and the preserver of men. At 
this time we entreat thee, to bless us who 
purpose leaving for a season o^t Vv^VaV^t 

u2 



tiQn and friends. May all our steps be 
ordered by thee. Keep as safely in all the 
ways which we may go. Let no evil befal 
our persons/ nor any plague come nigb 
our dwelling. Many have parted with the 
hope of soon embracing each other again; 
but instead of this they have been conveyed 
to the house appointed for all living. We 
prayy with submission to thy will, that this 
may not be our experience. Thou wast 
graciously present with thy servant Jacob in 
his journey ; and didst promise to bring him 
back in prosperous circumstances to his 
native land ; fulfil this promise in our 
behalf. May we know that our tabernacle 
is in peace, and visit our habitation, and 
not sin. By the dispensations of thy provi- 
dence, O God, as well as by the works of thine 
hand and the word of thy truth, may we be 
admonished. We are strangers and sojourn- 
ers on earth, as were all our fathers. May we 
arise and depart, convinced that this is not 
our rest. Save us from the snares of this 
delusive world. May we expect no more 
from it than thou hast promised. If we have 
much, may we enjoy thee in all ; if we have 
little, tnay we enjoy all in thee. 

Hear us, O God of the spirits of all iBesb ! 
Above all, hear the Son of thy love, pleading 
for 118 at thy right hand. To bim we commit 
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our cause, and to thee through him^-1»ru9lin^ 
in thy tender mercy^ and ascribing ix^ hM, 
to thyself, and to thy blessed Spirit, aM 
possible honour; might, majesty, asid dit>- 
minion, both noiT and for ever. Amen. 



For Safe Return from a J&Urney» 

When we enter thy preSeneej O God, wife 
see thee in all the glory of thy perfections, 
seated on a throne of universal and everlasting 
empire, thousands ministering uiito thee, and 
ten thousand times ten thousand standing 
before thee ; and humbly and reveretftly would 
we offer our adoration. But O how great is 
tfey goodness ! We will bless the Lord at all 
times^ and hid praise shall eoTitihuall;f be in 
our mouth ; for the eyes of the Lord are upotf 
tb^ righteous, and bis ears are open to their 
cry. He iiiak^th the humble glad ; the angel 
of the Lord eucanoipeth ab^ut them that ies^ 
him, and blessed is the m^n that tmstettb itt 
him. 

We thank thee, O thou keeper of Israel^ 

for the -favours bestowed on us who have 

journeyed. We might have been injured by 

wicked men. We might have been enduring 

the agony of bruised or fractvxwd Vmfes^, 

u3 
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Our lives might have been like water spilt on 
the groand, which cannot be gathered up 
again ; and instead of thus meeting those we 
love, they might on our account have been 
iilled with anguish and sorrow. And help us 
to magnify thy name for permitting thy secret 
to remain upon our tabernacle. It might have 
been in ruins, but thou hast preserved it from 
evil. O that from it there may ascend conti- 
nually our grateful thanksgivings. And as we 
are still pilgrims through a desert land, guide 
us O thou great Jehovah. Uphold us by thy 
power, supply all our wants, let thy rod and 
staff comfort us; and all the days of our 
appointed years will we wait until our change 
come. May we be careful for nothing, but 
in every thing by prayer and supplication, 
Mrith thanksgiving, may we make our requests 
known unto God. Let the peace of God, 
which passeth all understanding, keep our 
< hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. And 
may the blessing of God Almighty, Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, rest upon us, and 
remain with us for ever. Amen. 
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: 3(1 ti^y-^ll iu* ^ 



For a Servant cominffi into the. VataUffm 

Most gracious and most glorious Lord, 
who is like unto thee 1 Almighty in power, 
and yet abundant in mercy ; of purer ey^s 
than to look upon iniquity, yet long-sufiering 
towards oflFenders. All our endeavours to 
shew forth thy praise must be feeble and im- 
perfect. But thou lookest to the heart, and 
wilt accept the offerings of weak and sinful 
mortals, who desire to give thee the honour 
that is due to thy name. Lord, quicken .us, 
and enable us to be instant in prayer, and let 
our thanksgivings be always acceptable. 

Thou, O God, hast made of one blood all 
nations of men for to dwell on all the face of 
the earth, and hast determined the times 
before appointed, and the bounds of their 
habitation ; and thou art no respecter of per- 
sons. And because the same Lord over all is 
rich unto all that call upon him, we would 
entreat thee to pour out on the servant that 
has just entered our household a spirit of 
prayer. May she (or he) be happy and useful 
and honourable in her present station. May 
she take thy word as her guide, and ever 
remember the charge of thine apostle, Ser- 
vants, obey in all things your masters accord- 
ing to the flesh J not with e^^-^^W\^^> ^^ 
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men-pleasers ; but in singleness of heart, 
fearing God. Whatsoever she doeSj give her 
grace to do it heartily, as to the Lord, and 
not unto men ; knowing that of the Liord we 
shall receive the reward of the inheritance, 
who serve the Lord Christ | while those idio 
do wrong shall receive for the wrong which 
they have done. Shewing all good fideMty, 
may she adorn the doctrine of God our 
Saviour in all things, and greatly contribute 
to our comfort and peace. And while she 
observes her duty to us, may we not forget 
oar duty to her, but by alt suitable meam 
may we promote her temporal, and especially 
her eternal welfare. 

Smile upon us, gracious Father ; bless each 
of us and make us blessings ; as needy crea- 
tures may we feel our dependance on thee, 
and as those who are hourly distinguished by 
thy favours may we be grateful for thy 
benefits, through Jesus our propitiation, and 
Advocate. Amen. 



For those vUUed wHh Worldly Disappointments ahd- 

Losses. 

God is true, and we worship the God of 
trath. For ever, O Lotd, \J\^ N^oxd la Mttled 
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in heaven, and thy faithfulness from genera- 
tion to generation. Far be it from God that 
he should do wickedness^ and from the Al- 
mighty that he should commit iniquity ; for 
the work of a man shall he render unto him, 
and cause every man to find according to 
his ways. Yea, surely God will not do 
wickedly, neither will the Almighty pervert 
judgment. 

We have made these acknowledgments 
in the day of prosperity, and we would 
repeat them in the season of adversity. 
Though our circumstances have changed, 
thou, O God, art the same ; for with thee is 
no variableness. Thou hast told us that all 
things here are full of labour — ^that the 
thoughts of men are vanity — and that their 
purposes often disappointed ; and we are now 
proving the truth of thy word. O let us feel 
that thou art love, as well as righteous inalt 
thy ways and holy in all thy works. We fall 
down and kneel before thee, the Lord our 
maker, in humble submission to thy cor- 
rection. We have had fathers of our flesh 
who corrected us, and we gave them reve- 
rence; shall we not much rather be in sub- 
jection to the Father of spirits and live? 
Though no affliction for the present seemeth 
to be joyous, but grievous ; yet may it after- 
ward yield the peaceable fruil oi tY^X^wias 
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ness unto us who at^ exercised thereby. 
humble us under thine hand, forgive the 
heinous guilt that provokes thee to stretch 
it out against us, and kt thy boundless 
compassion cover the multitude of our trans- 
gressions. 

Remember O Lord, thine Unworthy crea- 
tures in mercy, and save us from our fears 
and dangers, and from ^ our griefs and bur- 
dens, that we may comfortably spend our few 
remaining days, and glorify thy holy name 
for evermore. Who knoweth what is good 
for man in this life, all the days Of his vain 
life which he spendeth as a shadow? All 
flesh is as grass, and all the glory of nian as 
the flower of grass. The gfass withet^tb, 
and the flower thereof falleth away : But the 
word of the Lord endureth for ever, the 
word which by the gospel is preached unto 
HS. O enkindle our gratitude for itis pos- 
session, awaken our attention to its tfuths, 
and dispose us cordially and fully to ^tobr^ice 
all that it reveals.' We rejoice that we have 
a great High Priest who is touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities, and Who was 
tempted in all points like as we are, yet 
without sin. In his dear name we come to 
thee, O our Father; may he now make inteN 
cession for us. Amen. 
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For a Friend at Sea, 

O God of our salvation, who art the con- 
fidence of all the eudis of the earth, and of 
them that are far off upon the sea, enable us 
to look to thee in behalf of all who demand 
an affectionate remembrance at thy footstool. 
We would more particularly plead for him 
who now sees the mighty works of the Lord, 
and beholds his wonders in the d^ep. The 
winds and the sea obey thee, O Most High. 
When thou utterest thy voice, the vapours 
a^cei^. There is a multitude of waters in 
th^ heavens; and thou bringest forth the 
wind out of thy treasures with lightnings and 
rain. At thy word a storm comes-rrthe waves 
of the sea are rais^ — ^they mount up to the 
heavens — th^y go doivn again to the depths 
The mariners are afraid, — their soul is melted 
because of trouble— they reel to and fro, 
and stagger like a drunken man, — and all 
their wisdom is swallowed up. Should these 
be his circumstances for whom we pray, then 
may he cry unto thee ; do thou hear his dis- 
tresses ; say to the agitated elements. Peace, 
be still; and may his heart be filled with 
gratitude to the Preserver of men. But if it 
please thee, let his vessel be wafted to its 
destination by propitious gales. ^^ ^^ ^^ 



328 



OCCASIONAL PRAYERS. 



bright and morning star to guide him 
through the dark and deep watei's ; and as a 
pillar of cloud to defend him from the in- 
jurious influence of a burning sun. May he 
triumph over all the temptations which assail 
him ; and 4^l|ough cat off for a time from the 
services of thy temple, be thou to him a 
little sanctuary, and let him prove that thy 
richest blessings, like thy presence, may be 
every where enjoyed. The Lord presei*ve' <W[r 
friend in going out, and in coming home; j^, 
from this time forth and for evermore. And 
having, O God, opened to him of thy; good 
treasure, and blessed all the works of his 
hands, give him when he reaches his falMpboar 
to declare : I will say of the Lord, be is my 
refuge, and my fortress, my God, in him will 
I henceforth trust, through the ever-blessed 
and gracious Redeemer. Amen^ 
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Wickedness of man — the ark commanded to be biiilty dL ▼!. 

The deluge, cb. Tii. 

The waters assuaged — the ark left, cb. Tiii. 

Cofcnaot with Noah, ch. ix. 1 — 17. 

Bailding of Babel, ch. xi. 1*^9. 

Abram called— jonrneys through Canaan, ch. xii. 

Lc^ settles in Sodom, ch. xiii. 

ProBiise of a son to Abram, ch. xr. 

Three angels visit Abraham — destruction of Sodom rvfealed^Abra- 
ham's intercession, ch. xviii. 

Isaac born — Hagar's distress— Abimelech's covenant with Abraham, 
ch. xxi. 

Offering of Isaac, ch. xxii. 1 — 19. 

Charge of Abraham's servant — Meeting withBebekah, cb. xxiv. 1—81. 

Rebekah accompanies him—- Isaac meets her, cb* xxiv. 8S to end. 

Isaac blesses Jacob, ch. xxvii. 1 — S9. 

£sau*s sorrow, ch. xxvii. 89 to end. 

Jacob goes to Padan-aran — ^his vision, ch. xxviii. 

Jacobus message to Esau — ^he wrestles with the angel, ch« xxxii. 

Meeting of Jacob and Esau, ch. xxxiii. 

Joseph baud of his brethren — ^they conspire against him, and sell him 
to the Ishmaelites, ch. xxxvii. 

Joseph interprets the dreams of Pharaoh's butler and baker, ch. xl. 

Joseph interprets Pharaoh's dreams, ch. xli. 1—86. 

Joseph's promotion, ch. xli. 87 to end. 

Jacob sends to Egypt — ^return of his sons— he refuses to send Bebjamin, 
ch. xlii. 

Benjamin sent-^oseph's feast, ch. xliii. 

Joseph's policy— J ndah's supplication, ch. xliv. « 

Joseph discovers himself — sends for his iather, ch. xlv. 

Joseph presents his father and five brethren to Pbarioh— gives thcas. 
a residence in Goshen, ch. xlvii. 

Jacob bJesiei Epbnlm and Manaaiehy ch. idimX. 

X 
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Jacob blettes bis toot aod dies, cb. xlix. 
Mouraiog for Jacob— Josepb's deatb, cb« 1. 

EXODUS. 

Moses born— God hears the cry of tbe IsracKtety ch. ii. 

God appears to Moses — message to Israel, cb. iii* 

Moses charged to go to Pharaoh, cb. iy, 1 — f S. 

Pharaoh chides Moses and Aaron for their message — ^tbe Israelites' 

task increased, ch. ▼. 
Moses goes to Pharaoh— first plague, ch. vii« 
Plague of frogs — ^lice— and flies, cb. Tiii. 

Murrain of beasts— plague of boils and blains— and of bail, ch. ix. 
Plague of locusts — and of darkness, ch. x. 
Institution of the Passover — slaying of the first born^-departure of the 

Israelites, ch. xii. 
Pharaoh pursues the Israelites — Egyptians drowned in tbe Red Sea, 

ch. xiv. 
Moses' Song— ^waters of Marah, ch. 1 5. 
Manna sent, ch. 16. 

Water issues from the Rock — Amalek overcome^ cb. 17. 
Moses. entertains Jethro— bis counsel^ cb. 18. 
Israelites at Sinai, ch. 19. 
Giving of the law, ch. SO. 
Ordinance of the sabbath— Feasts appointed— ao angel promised, 

ch. S3. 
Moses goes up into the mountain, ch. xxiv. 
The molten calf, cb. xxxii. 
Divine presence refused — Moses desires to see the glory of God, 

ch. xxxiii. 
Renewal of tbe tables— -Moses descends from tbe mount* cb. xxxiv. 
Offerings to the tabernacle, ch. xxxv. 

Tabernacle commanded to be reared — tbe command obeyed— cloud 
descends, ch. xl. 

LEVITICUS. 

Nadab and Abihu punished, cb. x. 1— >8. 

The manner of the High Priest entering the holy plaee— the ain-ofier- 

ings, cb. 16. 
«The sabbath of the seventh year— the Jubilee, ch. xxv. 
blessings promised to the obedient— woes denounced against tbe re- 
bellious—assurances to the penltenty ch. xxvi. 

NUMBERS. 

Passover commanded for the unclean or absent— <loiid guides tbe rc- 

movings and encampings of the Israelite, ch. iz. 
Murmuring of the mixed multitude— quails sent, ch. xi. 
Spies sent to Canaan, ch. xiii. 1 — S, 17 tp end. 
llie people murmur at the repert of t^e .spie»-«proiiiise to^ GiMeb and 

- Joshua, ch. xiv«, , . 
jSa!;batb-breaker stoned, cb. xv. 3S — 36. 

Rebellion of Korab, Datban, a.ud A\]\i^m— the earth iwaUowi thcin 
ap — a plague seat fiqf laumwcvu^, x^* '*'^* 
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Israelites at Meribah— Aaron dies, cb. xx. 

Tbe brazen serpent, ch. xxi. 1 — 9. 

Balaam receives the messengers of Balak — his journey, cb. 89. 

Balaam's sacrifice and parable, ch. xxiii. 

Balaam blesses Israel, ch. xxiv. 

Cities allotted to the Lentet— cities of refuge, ch. zxx7. 

DEUTERONOMY. 

Moses recapitulates important events, ch. i. 
— — continues his narration, cb. ii. 

concludes bis statement, ch. iii. 

II exhorts to obedience, and appoints three cities of refiige^ ch. ir. 

- repeats tbe law, cb. t. and vi. 1—^. 

I enjoins parental instruction, cb. vi. 4 to end. 

forbids communion with the nations — promises reward to obe- 

dience, cb. vii. 

II urges to grateful remembrance, oh. viiL 

dissuades the people of, God from self-righteoatness, and re-- 
counts their several rebellions, cb. ix. 

^-^ illustrates the mercy of God, and announces his requirements, 
cb. z. 
I ditto — — ditto, cb. ». 

■ appoints the seventh year a year of release, cb. zv. 1-^11). 

various festivals, ch.-xvi. 



allots tbe priest's due, and predicts Chriit't appearance as a 

prophet, ch. xviii. 
— ^— explains tbe purpose of the cities of refage, ch. six. 
— r- recounts blessings of obedienoe, «nd curses «f ditobedienoe, 

ch. xxviii. 1 — 26. 
— — exhorts to obedience, and denounces wrath on him Who flatters 
' himself in bis iniquity, cb. xziz. 
■ promises great blessings to the penitent, and sets before the 
people death and life, ch. xxx. 

- gives charge to Joshua and the Levites, ch. xxxi. 

song— 'be is commanded to goto mount Nebo, oh. xxxii; 

— ^ blesses tbe people and dies, cb. zxxiiL zxziv. 

JOSHUA. 

Joshua appointed to succeed Moses — be prepares tbe people to pass 

over Jordan, cb. i. 
Rabab receives tbe spies — their covenant with her, cb. ii. 
Passage over Jordan, cb. iii. 
Memorials of their passage are set up, ch. iv. . 
Jericho besieged and taken, cb. vi. 

Israelites smitten at Ai— Achan taken— and slain, cb. vii. 
Ai destroyed, cb. viii. 
Gibeonites' craft and bondage, ob. iXc 

Joshua rescues Gibeon— -the sun and moon stand still, cb. x. 1«— 27. 
Joshaa's exhortation, ch. xxiii. 

brie/biftofy of God's benefiti«->«a^deil\i, «\k.xi:vi. ^ 

i2 
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JUDGISS. 

JmI andSiteiB, cb. W. 

Deborah and Barak's soog, cb. t. 

OldeoD called fortb^-tbe signs granted binif cb. tu 

Tbe redaction of Gideoo*s army— bts dream — and iiratagem, cli. vii. 

Gideon's conquests and death, ch. Tiii. 

Jotham's panble— Abimelech overcomes the Sbecbemitcs-«-and diei» 

ch. ix. 
Jepbtbah't coTenant with tbe Gileaditesy and wow, cb. xi. 
An angel appears to Manoab and his iHfe— ^•Samson bom, ch« xiii. 
Samson's riddle, cb. sir. 
— ^— Tictories, ch» xy. 

' enticement by DelUab— he is taken by the Philistines — and 

dies, ch. xTi. 

RUTH. 

Address of Naomi to her daughters, and their condneti ch. i. 

Rath gleaning— the kindness of Boaz, ch. ii* 

. - . 

, , I. SAMUEL. 

Hannah's songy cb. ii. 1—10. 

God commonicates to Samuel the destruction of Eli's hoate, eb. UL 
Israelites overcome at iBben-exer^Hophni and Pbinelias ihiiny ch. iv. 
Asking asked and promised, ch. viii. 
Saul's interview with Samnel, ch. ix. 
Saul anointed and prophecies, ch. x. 

Nahash's offer to the people of Jabesh Gilead — ^Saal destroys the 
Ammonite^ oh. xi. ...... 

Samad testifies bis integrity — reproves the ingratitude of the people— 
and calls for thunder in harvest, ch. xii. 

Saul sent to destroy Amalek — he spares Agag— Samuel's expostalation, 
oh. XV. I 

Samuel anoints David, ch. xvi. 

David's victory over Goliath, ch. xvii. 

Jonathan discloses . his father's purpose to kill David — Michal'e strata- 
gem, cb. xix. 

Jonathan's kindness to David, ch. ^x» 

David spares Saul, ch. xxiv. 

David again spares Saul, ch. xxvi. 

David*s fear and sin, cb. xxvii. 

Saul consults the witch of Endor, ch. xxviii. 

David refused by the princes to march with tbe Philistines, ch. xxiz. 

Amalekites spoil Ziklag — ^David defeats them, ch. xxx. 

Saul's overthrow and death, ch. xxxi. 

II. SAMUEL. 

« 

The Amalekite slain who accused himself of Saul's death-i-Duvid't 

lamentation for Saul and Jonathan, eh. i. 
Ufiah smitten— Obed-edom blessed lor tbe ark-J)avid*s joy on its 

jvtoni, ch. vi. 
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God forbids David to baild biitt U hoose--4>ayid's prayer and thanks- 
giving, ch. vii. ' '■'. .r-'^a-a 1:^ t9&i 
David sends for Mepbibosbetb, and rMtoret bim ^aU tMitHMu^^SiMA^ 

ch. ix. . .....;.... -■ . ,-'->r.QV.'iiiit^ 

Nathan's parable— -David mpttrof for his. obild, «b.MH. ^'" '4^[^ 

AbsaloM's ^aspiracy, ch. xv. : • ' ' ' ^^*^ 

Ahitbopbel's counsel ovfrtbcpwor-^e bangs himtelf^ ch^xrii; ^ ^■^•'■^^^ 
Absalom'is death — David's lamentation, ch. xviii. 
Dayid's return to Jenisaleto--his gratitude to BaffsiUtl^ Ob. tiir. ^ '*^^ 
A psalm of thanksgiving, eh. xxii. "'^^ 

David expresses bis confidence in God— desires the water of libe "^M" 

of Bethlehem, ch. zxiii. * 

David numbers the people— the plagues s^oit> ch. xziv. 

I. KINGS. 

David's charge to Solomon — ^Bathsheba's entreaty'— Jpa^ 'l^in) <^ JH / 
Solomon preferring wisdom, obtains wisdom, riches, apd honour— shif 

wise judgment, ch. iii. 
Hiram*s congratulations to Solomon, ch. v. 
Feast of the dedication of the temple—Solomon's blessing, prayer, and 

sacrifice, ch. viii. 
God's covenant with Solomon, ch. ix. 1—9. 
Queen of Sheba visits Solomon — bis splendour, ch. x. 
Solomon's idolatry^Ahijah's prophecy — Solomon's death, ch. xi. € to 

end. 
Rehoboam crowned at Shechem — revolt of ten tribes— Jeroboam's 

idolatry, ch. xii. 
Jeroboam's band witbers^disobedient prophet slain, ch. xiii. 
Elgab fed by ravens— received by the widow of Zarephath — raises bexj 

son, ch. xvii. , 

Elijah sent to Ahab — his controversy with the prophets of Baalrrhifi 

prayer for rain, ch. xviii. 
God appears to Elijah at Horeb— Eiisha follows £liJA^».cl]|« zix.. ' 
Micbaiab's prophecy — Ahab's death, ch. xxii. 

II. KINGS. 

Elijah destroys the captains and their fifties, eh* i. 
Elijah's translation— Eiisha heals the wattvs «f Jtrtefao, .tb« it. - , 
Miraculous supply of water, ch. lii. . • < ^ -•■■ • *^^ 

Eiisha multiplies the widow's oi^— be raises the ShoiuMrite'e son,'^. iv. 
Naaman^s leprosy cured— ISahasismitteD ««tll-it^a• » 'pdiHsbnient for 

^^fsehood, clb V. , ...',.- 

Army sent to apprehend Eiisha smitlen with blindoesa*— great famine 

in Samaria, ch. vi. 
Eiisha prophecies plenty — the predl^UbO it veHfied, ch. vii. 
Jchn's zeal, ch. x. 

Jeho«bf^jreigi|«^^UslKi iliet^liir%diiM tfctVre'tf <^rpte,' ch^iili. 
Hezekiah's sickness, and ffobfeiyr^lii'MK ' ' ^ <. . m < 
Mapasse^ and AiHOBCJMftr,* elm xvi. 
Josiah's rei^o, and HaMah'f prophecy, cK ix\\« 
Jotiab de$tnj§ idolMtrj'''»'wotk» « reformKiimfc' ■>> %\Ia:b^» ^%' 

x3 



I. dMfittMO&BS. 

Hinun't kindneuJtQ David, cbiXir. ' ' ' ' ' *^ ^ ^^-ii-ri^* 

DftTid't festhtuiHidrifice — ^psalm of thiinktgitiii^, ch. xti. * ■ — ~ 
Nathan appfofet Ihtyid*! pmrpote to build a home fi»r th# ^ IfcW I tfT i i 
David's prayer and thanksgiTiog^, ch. rrii^ iiiM- *w^t 

David Domben the people— boyi OnHm*e tfawihin|f ie o f ' i h #|^ i i igwl 

stayed, cb. zxi.. - r»i ^^1 

— « 'prepmtlbr the'baddiog of the t6oipl»-«iiistraett 86l0BMtt<<tft^ 

charges the priests to assist him j ch.^xti. - ■' ^ * ^ r' ^. 
— — exhorts the people — aod encourages Solomon, ch. zzviii. 
David, by example and entreaty, causes the people to offer willingly— 
bis thanksgiving and prayer^-*and death, ch. xxix. 

II. CHRONICLES. 

Offering of Solomon at Gibeon — his choice of wisdom, ch. i. 
Solomon's message to Hnram, ch. ii. 

■ prayer at the consecration of the temple, ch. xi. .«. 
— — solemn sacrifiees-^-the appearance of the Lord, ^. vii. 
Qaeen of Sheba visits Solomon— his splendoar.and death, ch. is;^ 
Heboboan crowoed^Hrevolt of the ten tribes, ch.x.. 

■ punished at Shishak — repents— and dies, ch. xii. 

Abijab's reign, cb. xUi. 
Asa reigns, cb. xiv. 
'-7-^.j^lits away idolatry, cb, xv. 
-^^— ^ coveniift ^tb God— diverts Baasha from ballding Haniali— pvts 

H|uiani in prison— and dies, ch. xvL 
Jehoshaphat reigns iand prospers, ch. xvii. 

.' . I »■ — unites with Abab— Micaiah't prophecy— Abab't dte^, 
ch. xvin. 

'sprayer in distress — overthrow of his enemies— >bis death, 
cb. x^. , , ' 

Jo^jil^ reigi)fr7-deatb of Jeboiada— Joash is slain, cb. xxiv. ' 
Amaziab' riN^s«--snlites the Edoinites—-i« slain, ch. xxv. 
Uzziah jeljns — ^becomes proad— dies a leper, ch. xxvi. 
iHCeiekrab reigns— cleanses the. hoose of Qod-^ffiert sacrlftee, eh. xxlx. 

■ proclaims a passover, cb. xxx. 

Sennacherib invades Judab—Hezekiab's sickness anddeatb, cb.' xxtii. 
Manasseh Teigiis-rb\s Kefprmation and death, eh. xxxiil. " - ' 
^oiiah ilfdgns— book of Uie law found — covenant with God renewed, 

ch. xxxiv. 
—— keeps a passover— it slain at Mq;iddo, «h..xxxv. 
Jeboahas reigbs— Jerdtalem wholly destroyed, ch. zzzri. 

£:ZRA. 

The proclamation of Cyrut-^he restores tboTesssIt of tba tiaplf, ^.i. 
The foundation of the temple laid, ch. lil. 
The building hindered— letter Co Artaxcrxes— bis decree, ch. iv. 
■ . renewed— letter to Darius against the Jews, «h. v. 

Ihtrin^n de cre e > t emple ^n\»btd inA 4ed[\caftA&« ^« ^\, 
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Nebemiab moarns— his fast and pray^^ cb. i*. ,. 

'• coqupiMioiwbe incitrt the Jews to biiili^ ^. iu 
EnfMHM •ppofe«— N«be|niah prays, and sets a watcb^ cb. it. 
Jews complain — ^Nebemiab rebukes tbe nsarers, ch. ▼. 
SaJ)||aUai^.trieft to terrjufy Ne^cinial^ ch. yi. . . 
The law expounded, ch. viii. ' 

Lmritft' oeofiisfiQo of God's foodness and their wipkqdAeiM^ ^,ix. ^^. 
Nehemiah reforms abuses, cb. xiii. 1—- S2. 

ESTHER. , . ■ ■ / ''; ,";;; 

Abasuerus's feast — ^Vasbti's disobedience, ch. !• ' 
Esther made queen, ch. ii. 
Haman's plot, cb. iii. 

Mourning of Mordecai and the Jews — ^Esther undertakes their suit, 
ch. ir. ' V. 

Esther's banquet, ch. ▼. 
Mordecai's honours, ch. ti. 
Esther accuses Haman — he is banged, di. Yii. 
Mordecai is adtanced— Abasuerus's grant, ch. Tiii. . ^k. 

Jews slay their enemies— two days of Purim niado Astifil, ck. it. i* ' 

JOB. 

Job's riches and piety — Satan obtains leare to tempt him^otes his 

goods and children, ch. L . 
Satan obtains further permission— Job smitten with boils, ch. H. 
Elipbaz reproves Job-<-bisTision,'Cb. 17. ' . - ' 

End of the wicked— God to be sought in affliction— happiness of those 

whom God corrects, ch. r. 
Job excuses his desire of deatb^-expostulates with God, ch. Tii. 
Tbe hypocrite's certain destruction, ch. Tiii. 
Job acknowledges God's j[ustice— affliction not a sufficient test o^ 

character, cb. ix. 
Zophar declares God's wisdom is unsearchable— and tb* htsured bless- 
ing of repentance, cb. xi. 
Tbe frailty of man, ch. xi?. 

Bildad reprores Job— calamities of the wicked, ch. x?iii. 
Job recounts his calamities— aTowt bis belief in tbe resurrection, 

cb. xix. 
Tbe prosperity and end of the wicked, ch. xxi. 
Eliphax charges Jol^ with sin— exhorts to repentance, ch. xxii. 
Job longs to appear before God, ch. xxiii. 
Job protests his sincerity— tbe hypocrite Is without hope— portion of 

tbe wicked, ch. xxTii. 
Excellency and raJne of wisdom, ch. xXTiii. 
Job describes bis former state, ch. xxix. . 
Elihu expostulatos wKh Job, ch. xxxiii. 
Our good or evil eaiinot affect God, cb. xxxr. 
Elibu shews tbe jsstioe of God, and Tef(ut«ft UVa irate \a ^% Hdw^xV^.^ 

cli. xxzri. V . 
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Tlie conference coDtioued, cb. xxxix* 

Job*! •ab0Htsi(Hi«9-«iOQeftanca and pfofpevity, eb. xUi. 

1»SAL]IIS. 

BlesMi^pets of tbe Kodly--4iiib»ppiiMi» of t|iruiig<MUjr» i. 

Tfie kingdom of Christ, ii. 

D»TJd reproyes bis eaemiet, add declares his happintts In God's itn/an, 

IT. 

■ entreats the dirine attention to bis prayer^ ▼. 

God*8 glory magnified by his works, riii. 

David praises God for execatiag jadgmeut— be prays that be may have 

cause for praise, ix. 
— ^ encourages himself in God, xi. 
Human corr u ptiop . described , xi v. 
David describes a citizen of Zion, xv. 

;. flies to God for preservation — avows bis confidence, xvi. 
— — praises God for great and marvellous blessings, xviii. 
The works of God declare bis glory — excellency of the word of God, 

xix. 
Complaint and prayer in deep distress-— of David and of Christ, 

xxii. 
Qoif the Shepherd of his people, xxiii. 

— a King — the subjects of bis kingdom, xxiv. 

David's confidence in prayer — he prays for remission of sins — and for 

help in aflliction, xxr. 
David trusts in the divine power — expresses bis love to the service of 
God, xxvii. 

— entreats that be may be separated from the wvoked, xxviii. 

' praises God for deliverance — be exhorts (ytbers to thank^iving, 

XXX. 

David*s confiding in God implores help, zxxi. 

Blessedness of the remission of sins, xxxii. 

God to be praised for his goodness— for bis power--€or bi»|iraivid«ne»,« 
xxxui. . • 

David praises God, and urges others tbereto-<-blessediMss of tbMo ^wliaN 
trust him — he exhorts to the fear of God, and «tates the privi- 
leges of th^ cigbteons, xxxiv. ;• vi« V' 

Awful state of tihe wicked— excellency qf the diviae ckaractep-^Dlavid' * 
prays for fovonrs to God's people, xxxvi. . . ^.-: v^jio.. . -* 

David persuades to trust in Godp->by the different statesof til* ^<a(fty- ^"^ 
and the wicked, xxxvii. • u- ^jSij- 

David's c^ra^c^ia; t^angbtt>^h» c^asidart Uie braisty and iM«ft|^ittf ^' ^ < 
" life,,"xxxiV.. :, .■.-.' .v.- n-jf 

Benefit of coafidence in God— ^bediencerthA best «aarifio6--i-tt atiMI<dif^''' 
evils excites David to prayer, xK .5 • . <»..( r.:i>l 

David's desire to serve GodF---he ea4Mifagae^bis>jeo4 a4ieo4if^fliili(|di/f -^ 
xlii. »« . , i c • tiv*<l 

Majesty and beaaty of Christ's kiogdtniy :Xlr.> << < . ■ *? 'U>.m\ -■ 

God a refuge in time of trouble, xlvi. < > ^.. :, .-.^ ,.- , . . .^ r s;:io:v .1 
O/aameatB aod privileges of tbe ckinaYi, iiVm. 
Vuutjr oftruitiag in wealthy iLiix* 
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Majesty of God ia bis cbarch— God's expostuktioA ^itlr tbtf >irWkhf i"i/ 
David's deep confession and prayer> li. } - '^ 

David flies to Godi, and eooourages biBMelf to praise faim, Ifi*. ^"^ > > » 
David's desires after God, Ixiii. 
David praises God for bis grace and bis providence, IxT. 

exborts to praise God, Ixvi. 

Psalm of thanksgiving, Ixviii. 

David propbecies Solomoo't prosperity, and tbat of Ohrist'i kin^om^' 

Ixxii. 
Asaph is grieved at tbe prosperity of tbe wicked— and is correicted, 

Ixxiii. 
David's joy at tbe works of God, Ixxvii. 
God's goodness to Israel, Ixxviii. 
Asapb bewails tbe miseries of tbe cburcb — ^he prays for deliverance, 

Ixxx. 
Exhortations to praise and obedience, Ixxxi. 
Blessedness of tbose wbo serve God in bis house, Ixxxiv. 
David's experience of God's goodness induces hope, Ixxxv. 
David acknowledges tbe greatness and goodness of God, and supplicatcis 

bis aid, ixxxvi. 
Moses sets forth the frailty of life, and implores divine bleisingt, xe. 
Safety of tbe gouly, xci. 
David exborts to praise, xcii. 
*-— calls for judgment on tbe wicked — be shews the blessedneis ef 

affliction, xciv. 
Exhortation to praise God, xev. 
Ditto, xcvi. 

Majesty of God's kingdom, xcvii. 
Exhortations to praise, xcviii. 
Ditto, xcix. 

A prayer of tbe afflicted, cii. 

Exhortation to praise, ciii. 

The majesty, power, and goodness of God, civ. 

God's providence to Israel, cv. 

Israel's rebellion, cvi. 

Goodness of God, cvii. 

Kingdom, priesthood, and conquest of Christ, cx» 

David requires praise for God, cxi. 

Exhortation to praise, cxiii. 

Vanity of idols— exhortations to confidence in God, cxv. 

David professes bis love to God, cxvi. 

Exhortations to praise, cxviii. 

Word of God eulogixec^prayers, pmiset, &c. cxix. 

Safety of the godly, cxxi. 

David professes bis joy for the church, and prays for its peaee, cxxii. 

Safety of tbose wbo trust in God— danger of tbe wicked, cXx?. 

Celebration of deliverance, cxxvi. 

Blessedness of tbose wbo fear God, cxxviii. 

David professes his hope in God, cxxx. 

David's prayer for Zion, cxxxii. 

Blessedness of Christian unity, cxxziii. 

Exhortations to praise, exxxv. 

Ditto, cxxxvi. 
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Jews loTe to Jeralalem in eaptifity, crxxvii. 

Omniscience and omnipretence of Go«l, exxxix. 

David's «ooip)aint and prayer, cxliii. 

Darid prays for the happiness of bis kingdom, cxliy. 

Pialm of praise, cxlv. 

David TOWS perpetaal praise, cxlvi. 

Exhortations to praise, cxlvii. 

Ditto, cxIViii. 

Ditto, cxlix. 

Ditto, el. 

PROVERBS. 

Um of the ProTerbs— Tarious exhortation»<'*-Witdoni threatens her 

contemners, ch. i. . . 

The happiness of those who seek wisdom, ch. ii. 
Exhortations to obedience — wisdom profitable, ch. iii. 
Various exhortations, ch. iv. 
The declarations of Wisdom, ch. viii. 
Invitation of Wisdom, ch. ix. 1— >10. 

Observations on moral virtues, and their contrary vicety ch. x. 
Ditto, ch. %l 
Ditto, ch. xii. 
Ditto, ch. xiii. 
Ditto, ch. xiv. 
Ditto, ch. XV. 
Ditto, ch. xvi. 
Ditto, ch. xvii. 
Ditto, ch. xix. 
Ditto, ch. XX. 
Ditto, ch. xxi. 
Ditto, ch. xxii. • 

Ditto, ch. xxiv. ' 

Ditto, ch. XXV. 
Ditto, ch. xxviii. 
Ditto, ch. xxix. 

ECCLE8TASTES. 

Vanity of earthly things, ch. i. 

Ditto, ch. ii. 

Exhortations as to the service of God, ch. v. 

Various exhortations, ch. vii. 

Ditto, ch. viii. 

Ditto, ch. ix. 

Exhortations to the young to remember their Creator, ch. xii. 

ISAIAH. ^ 

Isaiah complains of the rebellion of Jndah— upbraids her whole aervice 
--exhorts to repentance with promises and threateningt, efa. i. 

»' " ■ predicts the establishment of the mountain of the Lord's boose— 
effects of the majesty of God, ch. ii. 

P<arable of the vineyard — ^judgments denounced against tnnegreetors^ 
cb, V, 
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Isaiah's vision and charge, ch. vi. 

Abai is comforted — Christ promised for a sign, cb. vii. 

Appearance of Christ predicted — judgments denounced,, ch. ix. 

Peaceable kingdom of the Branch out of the root of Jesse,, ch. xi« 

Song of thanksgiving, cb. xii. 

Praise to God for bis judgments, spiritual provision and salvatiop^ 

ch. XXV. 
Blessings of Christ's kingdom, cb. xxxii. 

God's judgments against his enemies — prosperity of Zion, ch. xxxiii. 
Blessings of Christ's kingdom, ch. xxxv. 

Hezekiah's life is lengthened — his psalm of thanksgiving, ch. xxxviii. 
The announcement of comfort for the people of God — preaching of 

John the Baptist — greatness of God, ch. xl. 
God expostulates with his people respecting his mercies, • his promises, 

and the vanity of idols, ch. xli. 
Gentleness of Christ predicted — God's promise to him—- the people 

exhorted and reproved, ch. xlii. 
The church comforted — destruction of Babylon foretold — the people 

reproved, ch. xliii. 
Promise of the outpouring of the Spirit— folly of idolaters, ch. xli v. 
God calls Cyrus — idols shewn to be vain, cb. xlv. 
God convinces his people of obstinacy, and exhorts to obedience, 

ch. xlviii. 
Christ sent to the Gentiles — God's love to his church— -its restoration 

and extension, ch. xlix. 
' vindicates himself — ^his submission, ch. 1. 
£xhortations to confidence — afflictions of Jerusalem bewailed — deliver- 
ance promised, ch. li.. 

' to Zion, cb. Hi. 

Christ's sufi^erings foretold, ch. liii. 

Extent of the Gentile church — certainty of its deliverance and pre- 
servation, ch. liv. 
Men invited to partake of spiritual blessings— expostulated with — and 

exhorted, ch. Iv. 
Hypocrisy reproved-— promises to godliness and the keeping of the 

sabbath, ch. Iviii. 
Glory of the church in the accession of the Gentiles, ch* Ix. 
Office of Christ — blessedness of his people, ch. Ixi. 
Desire that the church should be established, ch. Ixii. 
Appearance of Christ as a victor — God's mercy to his people— their 

prayer, ch. Ixiii. 
Glorious descent of God supplicated, ch. Ixiv. 
Calling of the Gentiles and rejection of the Jews, ch. Ixv. 

JEREItflAH. 

Jeremiah called, ch. i. 

God expostulates with the Jews, and reproves them for idolatry, ch. ii. 
Jews called to repentance-r-they are threatened— and exhorted, ch« vii. 
Jews upbraided for impeniteooy— ),udgiaent denounced, ch. Tiii. 
Prophet's lamentation for the people's sins, and the judgujeota inflicted, 

ch. ix. 
Idola not to be compared with God— ipoil of the tabernacle lamented*— 

humble supplieation^ cb. x. 
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A grievous deaTtb— God refotet to bo entreattd flw the pef^lc, cb. xi? . 
BloModness of the man who truitf in God— cofbe of bim wbo tnutt ia 

man — tbe sabbath to be hallowed, cb. x?iK 
Xbe rettoration of tbe scattered flock predicted-^ndgineiiti deno«Doed 

agaiost fitlse prophets, cb. xxiii. 
Btttontion of Israel — penitence of Ephraioi— extent of the church, 

cb. xxxi. 
Tbe Prophet's complaint and prayers-God confirms tb« captiTity^ and 

promises a gracious return, cb. xxxii. 
Obadiance of tbe Rechabites, cb. xxx7. 

LAMENTATIONS. 

Calaaities bewailed — ^mercy and justice of God ackpow ledga d— 4d >Tec- 
ance supplicated, cb. iii. , 

EZEKIEL. 

Tbe watchman and the people warned— -equity of God's dealings — 

desolation predicted, ch. xxxiii. 
Tbe shepherds reproved and threatened — tbe good Sbephcjd promised^ 

ch. xxxiv. 
Israel restored for God*s name sake, cb. xxxvi. 
Valley of dry bones, ch. xxxvii. 
Vision of the holy waters, ch. xlvii, 1— IS. 

DANIEL. 

Nebuchadnezzar^s dream — told and interpreted by Daniel, cb. ii. 
Sbadracb, Mcsbach and Abedoego refuse to worship the ^Iden image — 

are cast into the furnace and delivered, ch. iii. 
Nebuchadnezzar's dream interpreted by Daniel— story of tbe event, 

cb. iv. 
Belsbazzar's impiety — the hand-writing on the wall interpreted, cb. v. 
Daniel advanced— conspiracy of his enemies-— his deliverance fnmi tbe 

lion's den, ch. vi. 
Daniel's confession and prayer — visit of Gabriel, cb. ix» 
Daniel humbles himself — is again comforted, cb. x. 
Tbe resurrection predicted— the end of these wonders mentioned, 

ch. xii. 

IIOSEA. 

Exhemtions to repentance, cb. vi. 
Ingratitude of Israel — God's judgment and mercy, cb. xi. 
Exhortation to repentance — promise that God would ba as the dew, 
ch. xiv. 

JOEL. 

Tbe terribleness of God's judgments— exhortations to 
blessings promised, cb. ii. 

AMOS. 

MxAortatiOBi to repentance, cb. v. 



i 
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OBADIAH. . > .. 
I>estn]ction^ of Edom — lalvation aod.flctorj of Jacob; 

JONAH. / • ' . "\r.^<-'' 

. c..- ,^: ■■■•^- t y. ■- ■ ■■ ■ . 

Jonah's missioo to NineTeb— flees to Taribith^*il ^unilbed b|,a 
r . . ^ miraetey .cb» i. s ! 

— — prayer and delirevaoee, cb. ii. 

second missioo — repentance of tbe NitfeTit^i^tb. iii, " 

■ goardy cb. i?. 

MICAH. 

GI017, p^ace and victory of the cbarcb predicted, cb« i«. . 
Birtby kingdom, and conquest of Christ foretold, cb. ▼. 
God's controversy with bis people, cb, wu 
Tbe cbarcb complains and is comforted, cb. rii. 

HABAKKUK. 
Tbe propbet's prayer, cb. iii. 

ZEPHANIAH. 
Jtnisalem reproved and exborted, cb. iii. 

HAGGAI. 

Glory of the second temple foretold, cb* ii. 

ZECHARIAH. • « T 

Christ tbe Branch promised, cb. iii. 
• Vision of the golden candlestick, cb. iv. . 

The fountain opened— ^leatb of Christ predicted, eh. ziii. 
The destruction of the destroyers of Jerusalem, cb. ziv. 

A2ALACHI. 

God expostulates because of polluted oflTef ings, ch. i. 
Appearance of Christ foretold, cb.. iii. 

Judgment denounced on the wicked — blessings promised to the godly^ 
cb. iv. 

MATTHEW. ;• 

Wise men from the East go to Bethlehem— Herod*s cruelty, eh. ii. 
Preaching of John and baptism of Christ, cb. iii. 
Temptation of Christ, ch. iv. 
Sermon on the mount, cb. v. 
Ditto continued, ch. vi. 
Ditto concluded, cb. vii. 

Tbe Jeper cleansed — centarioD'a Mnrant \tti\e4-^VnDf^«iX ^^«^«>- 
derih Mufftrtd to go into Um iwuiei eU. i\V\. 
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The paralytic healed— Matthew called— iitae of blood cured — Jaimt'i 

daaghtrr raised— the eyes of two bliod men opened, cb. ix. 
Mission of tbe twelve disciples, ch. x. 
John sends two disciples to Christ — Christ's testimony to John — woe 

denounced against Chorazin, &c. ch. xi. 
Christ reproves the Pharisees for charging his disciples with breaking 

the Sabbath — tbe blind and dumb demoniac healed — the sign of 

Jonah y ch. xii. 
Parables of tbe sower — wheat and tares — mustard-seed— leaveo^ 

hidden treasure — pearl of great price — net cast into the sea, 

cb. xiii. 
John Baptist beheaded— Jesus feeds five thousand — ^walks on the seih- 

beals tbe sick who touch tbe hem of his garment, ch. xiy. 
Christ reproves the Skribes and Pharisees for their traditions — beali 

tbe daughter of the woman of Canaan — feeds fbar tboasaod, 

ch. XV. 
Jenis warns the disciples of the leaven of tbe Pbariscet— Peter*! oon« 

fession — Jesus foretells his death, ch. xvi. 
Christ transfigured— he heals the lunatic— pays tribute, ch. xvii. 
— teaches humility and forgiveness,, cb. xviii. 
■ receives little children— the young ruler, ch. xiz. 18 to end. 

Parable of the labourers in tbe vineyard — sons of Zebedee reproved— 

two blind men healed, ch. xx. 
Christ's entry into Jerusalem — parable of the two sons— «od of the 

householder, ch. xxi. 
Parable of tbe marriage feast— tribute to be paid to CsesaF— tbe 

Sadducees and Pharisees confounded, ch. xxii. 
Christ denounces woe against the Sadducees and Pharisees for their 

hypocrisy and blindne&s, ch. xxiii. 
Destruction of Jerusalem and final judgment foretold, ch. xxiv. 
Parlible of tbe ten virgins— of the talents— the glorious appearance of 

the Son of man, cb. xxv. 
Conspiracy of tbe rulers— woman anoints Christ's fe e t h e institutes 

holy supper — be is betrayed by Judas — brought before Caiaphas 

— and denied by Peter, ch. xxvi. 
Christ delivered to Pi late— Judas hangs himself^— Barabbas is released— 

Christ crowned with thorns — is crucified — buried, ch. xxvii. 
Christ's resurrection, ch. xxviii. 

MARK. 

Office and circumstances of John** Christ baptized— Simon, Andrew, 

John, and James, called — demoniac, Simon's nnolherand leper 

healed , cb. i. 
Christ heals the paralytic— calls Matthew—- vindicates his disciples, 

ch. ii. 
— — — withered hand — rebukes unclean spirits«Mehooses twelve 
' apostles — convicts tbe Scribes of blasphemy— points oat bis 

mother and bis brethren, ch. iii. 
Parable of the sower— of tbe seed — and the mustard s eed t h e tempest 

stilled, cb. iv. 
The legion of devils cast out— tbe issue of blood healed— Jaims's 

daughter raised from tbe dead, cb. v. 
The twelve disciples sent forth— John Baptist beheaded— five thousand 

fed — Christ walks on the sea— the sick healed, eh. ▼!• 



FAMILY READING. 243 

Pharisees reproved for their traditions— the heart the seat of iniqaity— 

the Syrophtfnician woman — the deaf healed, ch. Tii. 
Four thousand fed— the blind healed— exhortations to patience in 

persecution, ch. viii. 
Christ transfigured— casts out a deaf and dumb spirit— foretells his 
death and resurrection — exhorts to humility — warns against 
offences, ch. ix. 

— blesses little children— the young ruler — sons of Zebedee re- 

proved — Bartim^us healed, ch. x. 13 to end. 
■ enters Jerusalem in triumph— -«urses the fig-tree— spurges the 

temple— exhorts to faith and forgiveness — defends his conduct, 
ch. xi. 
Farable of the husbandmen— tribute to be paid to Ceesar — the Scribe 
who was not far fiom the kingdom of God — the poor widow, 
ch. xii. 
Christ predicts the destruction of Jerusalem and his second coming, 
ch. xiii. 

— anointed by a woman in the house of Simon — ^the passover eaten 

—Lord's supper instituted — Christ's agony at Getbsem^ne — he 
is betrayed by Judas — condemned by the council — and denied 
by Peter, ch. xiv. 

accused before Pilate — crucified— and placed in the sepulchre, 

ch. XV. 
*s resurrection, ch. xvi. 

LUKE. 

Account of Zacharias and Erizabetb— salutation of Mary— nativity and 

circumcision of John— the prophecy of Zacharias, ch. i. 
Nativity of Christ— an^^eli^^appear to the shepherds — prophecies of 

Simeon and Anna-Ajhrist disputes with the doctor^, ch. ii. 
Preaching and baptism of John — he is imprisoned by Herod— Christ is 

baptized, ch. iii. 1—22. 
Christ tempted in the wilderness— preaches at Nasareth — casts out an 

unclean spirit— many sick persons healed, ch. iv. 
Miraculous draught of fishes — leper and paralytic healed — Matthew 

called, ch. v. 
Pharisees silenced — withered hand healed — twelve apostles chosen — 

various exhortations, ch. vi. 
Centurion's servant healed— widow's son raised from the dead — > 

Christ's testimony concerning John — his feet anointed— Simon 

reproved, ch. vii. 
Women minister to Christ — parable of the sower — tempest stilled— 

legion of devils cast out— issue of blood hetUed— Jairus*s 

daughter raised from the dead, ch. viii. 
Christ feeds five thousand — he is transfigured — casts out unclean 

spirits — teaches humility, ch. ix. 
Mission of the seventy disciples*— ^ood Samaritan — Martha and Mary, 

ch. X. 
Christ teaches to pray— casts out a devil — preaches to the people — and 

reprehends the Pharisees, Scribes, and Lawyers, ch. xi. 
Christ warns against hypticrisy— fearful nest — poyetoi|spet9-«-ca^e|iil. 

pess— and predicts divisions, ch. xiif 

j9 
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Tbe'parftble of the fig-tree— iDfirm iponiaa bealed— parmblet of the 

mottard teed and leaveo — Cbriit exhorts to cotraoce at the 

strait gate, ch. xiii. 
Christ heals the dropsy on the sabbath— eojoins hamilitj and kindness 

to the poor— parable of the marriage- supper — the disciples of 

Jesos mast bear the cross, oh. xir. 
Parables of the lost sheep — piece of silrer — and the prodigal son, ch. xr. 

■ I nnjost steward — the rich man and Lazarus, oh. xvi. 
Christ teaches to aroid offences— ^wer of faith—* ten lepers healed— 

the suddenness of the Son of man's coming, ch. xvii. 
The importunate widow — Publican and Pharisee— 'joung mlei^— blind 

healed, ch. xviii. 
Zacchseus the Publican-— parable of the ten pieces of money— Christ 

enters Jerusalem — weeps o?er it-— drites the buyers and sellers 

oat of the temple, ch. xix. 
Christ asserts his authority — ^parable of the Tioeyard — ^tribute to be 

paid to Csesar — the Saddocees confuted, cli. xx. 
Poor widow— destruction of the* temple and of Jerasalem fwetold— 

signs of Christ's second coming, ch. xxi. 
Preparation for the passover — ^tbe last supper-— Peter** presnmptioiH- 

Christ's agony in the garden — be is denied by Peter and con- 
demned by the council, ch. xxii. 
Christ accused before Pilate — be is mocked by Herodi— Barabbas is 

released — Christ is crucified and buried, ch. xxiii. 
Christ's resurrection declared— appears to two disciples going to 

Emmaus, and subsequently to the apostles— «nd ascends to 

heaven, ch. xxiv. 

JOHN. 

The divinity and incarnation of Christ— t)t« testimony of John— calling 

of Andrew, Peter, &c. ch. i. 
The water turned into wine — CbTi»t cleanses the temple— ^and fbrcteRs 

his resurrection, cb. ii. 
Nieodemos visits Christ-John's baptfsm and testimony to Christ, 

ch. iii. 
Christ converses with a woman of Samariar— his zeal fur God's glory— 

the nobleman's son healed, ch. iv, 

— heals the man at the pool of Betbesda — Jews seek to kill him— 

vindicates himself by the testimony of the Father— of John— of 
his works— and of the Scriptures, ch, v. 
_- feeds five thousand— walks on the sea— declares bimscif to be 
the bread of life, ch. vi. 

— reproves his kinsmen — teaches in the temple— division among 

the people respecting him, ch. vii. 
Woman taken in adultery^Christ the light of the world — be answers 

the Jews who boasted of their connexion with Abraham, ch. viii* 
Man bom blind restored to sight — Pharisees doubt the miracle, ch. ix. 
Christ is the door and the good Shepherd— he proves by bis works 

that he is the Son of God, ch. x. 
— raises Lazarus-<4he chief Priests and Pharisees conspire against 

him, ch. xi. 
Mtuj MOoinU Christ's feet^-be «n\cT% 3etvisa\tm— Qteeks desire to lOr 
/rsas«M4l)« maltitadc belirra 110%, «Yk. ^\\^ 
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Cbriit washes bis disciples' feet — foretells the treachery of Jodas— 

warns Feter of bis denial, ch. xiii. 

conifurts bis disciples — promises the Holy Spirit, ch. xiv. 

Ditto, cb. XV. 

Ditto, cb. xvi. 

Christ's intercessory prayer, ch. xvii. 

Judas betrays Christ — Peter denies him — he is arraigned before 

Pilate, cb. xviii. 
Christ crucified and baried, cb. xix. 
Mary, Peter, and John, go the sepulchre — Christ appears to Mary — 

incredulity uf Thomas, ch xx. 
Christ appears again to bis disciples— charges Peter to feed his sheep 

and lambs, ch. xxi. 

ACTS. 

Ascension of Christ — suicide of Judas, ch. i. 
Descent of the Huly Ghost— -Peter's sermon, ch. ii. 
Peter and John heal a lame man — Peter preaches, ch. iii. 
imprisoned — tbey are released after preaching Christ— 

the church prays — the harmony of the converted, ch. iv. 
Ananias and Sappbira — the apostles imprisoned, and delivered by an 

angel— Gamaliel's counsel, ch. v. 
Seven deacons ordained^-Stephen accused, ch. vi. 
Stephen's defence and martyrdom, ch. vii. 

A church planted at Samaria — Eunuch baptized by Philip, ch. viii. 
Conversion of Saul — Jews seek to kill him— Peter heals Mneas and 

raises Dorcas, cb. ix. 
Cornelius sends for Peter— Peter's vision — Peter preaches, ch. x. 
Peter's defence for going to the Gentiles — the gospel preached at 

Antiocb, cb. xi. 
Peter deliveied from prison by an angel — Herod's miserable end, 

ch. xii. 
£lymas struck blind — ^Paul preaches at Antiocb — the Jews oppose-— 

Paul and Barnabas turn to the Gentiles, cb. xiii. 
Paul heals a cripple— be and Barnabas regarded as gods — ^Paal stoned, 

cb. xiv. 
Conversion of Lydia and the jailor, ch. xvi. 
Pa^l preaches at Tbessalonica — at Berea — and at Athens, cb. xvii* 

before Gal lio— strengthens disciples, cb. xviii, 

I works miracles — uproar at Ephesus, cb xix. 

goes to Macedonia— raises Eutychus— charges the elders at 

Ephesas, ch. xx. 

narrates bis history, cb. xxii. 

Dissention among bis accusers — be is sent to Felix, cb. xxiii. 
Paul accused by TertuUus — he preaches before Felix, cb. xxiv. 
before Agrippa, cb. xxvi. 

ROMANS. 

Those who condemn sin in others cannot excuse their own trant- 
gressions — the unrighteous, whether Jews or Gentiles, canoot 
escape the judgment of God, cb. ii. 

Sio ani?erfal— no fl^sb is justified by the law^bul «iiV| V| UciiSB^ «^ 
jet tbe law u ettablithcd, cb. ul. 

t3 
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Abraham was jnstificd by foitb^be it the fiitber of all that belic?e— 

our faith also shall he imputed to us for rigbteousoeMy ch. i?. 
Justified by faith we have peace and joy— as we were reconciled by the 
blood of Christ when we were enemies we shall much more be 
saved being reconciled— as sin and death came by i^dam so 

much more came life and righteousness by Jesus Christ, ch. ▼. 
We may not live in sin — sin must not reign-— because we hav9 

yielded ourselves servants to righteousness— and the wages of 

sin is death, ch. vi. 
Tbe law has dominion over a man as long as he lives— we are dead to 

the law by tbe body of Christ — ^the law is not sin — but holy, 

just and good— lamentation over in-dwelling corruption, ch. vii. 
They that are in Christ are frre from condemnation— the carnal and 

tbe spiritual mind — tbe blessedness of adoption into the fiunily 

of God— impossibility of separation from his love, ch. viii. 
Paul's sorrow for the Jews— God has mercy on whom be will— tbe 

calling of the Gentiles and rejection of tbe Jews foretold, ch. ix. 
The differences between the righteousness of tbe law and that of faith— 

the Lford is rich to all that call upon him — (aith cometh by 

bearing, cb. x. 
God has not cast off Israel — the Gentiles are not to reproach tbe Jews — 

God's judgments are unsearchable, cb, xi. 
The mercies of God should induce us to devote ourselves to him— 

various duties enjoined, ch Xii. 
Obedience to proper authority commanded — love is the falfilling of tbe 

law — sensuality forbidden, ch. xiii. 
Men are not to be despised on account of things indifferent— offences 

to be avoided, ch. xiv. 
Christ is to be imitated in his not pleasing himself, and io bis receiving 

Jews and Gentiles — ^Paul alludes to bis own character and 

labours, ch. xv. 

1^ CORINTHIAKS. 

Paul reproves dissensions — Christ crucified the theme of the apostles-^ 
God has chosen means comparatively feeble for the accomplish- 
ment of his purposes, ch. i. 

Subject and manner of the apostle's preaching— the things which God 
has prepared for them that love him unseen and unbeard-*the 
natural man does nut receive them, ch. ii. 

Tarnal need milk — God gives tbe increase — Christ the only foundation 
—believers are the temple of God — wisdom of this world is 
foolishness with God — all things belong to tboee who are 
Christ's, ch. iii 

Mow ministers are to be regarded — ^we have notbinfg that we baVe not 
received — the apostles a spectacle to tbe world, to angels, and 
to men — believers should be followers of Paul, ch. ir. 

ieraelites our examples — idolatry must be avoided — the table of tbe 
Lord must not be made the table of devils— 4a things indifferent 
'We must hare regard to others, ch. x. 

The necessity, characteristics, and excellency olT charity or love, ch. xiiL 

V%rist*s resurrectioa-^>onr resurrection established and illustrated — all 
tbali be •cbanged-*«lht tnum^Vi ^ ^« CV)Lm\\iA iooiM|ucror, 
>• xt. 
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II. CORINTHIANS. 

Paul girrt them consolatioa — bis s'lDcerity in preaching the gospel, eb. i. 
~— — declares the sincerity of the aposti«s, and the trials and persecii> 

tions they endured for the sake of the church, and with a 

reference to future glory, ch. iv. 
Assurance of the posst^ssion of heaven — desire expressed rather to be 
clothed upon than unclothed-— we must appear before the 

judgment-seat — the love of Christ the constraining principle — 

God has reconciled us to himself, and committed to bis serrants 

the ministry of reconciliation, ch. w. 
Fidelity of the apostles evinced— union with unbelievers to be avoided— 

we must be separate in order to participate the blessedness of 

adoption, ch. vi. 
Purity and affection enjoined — Paul rejoices at the godly sorrow they 

had experienced, ch. vii. 
Liberality of the Macedonian churches—Paul urges the Corinthians t« 

Christian benevolence, ch. viii. 
Paul alludes to his visions and a thorn in the flesh— be anticipates 

going to them for the third time, ch. xii. 

GALATIANS. 

Those accursed who preach any other gospel — Paul's doctrine not of 

man — he refers to his former course, ch. i. 
Paul inquires how the Galatians were moved from the faith— -as many 

as are of the works of the law are under the corse — Christ has 

redeemed us from the corse of the law— all believers in Christ 

are of the seed of Abraham, ch. iii. 
Liberty of the gospel — the circumcised debtors to do the whole law-^ 

the law fulfilled io love — works of the flesh and fruit of the 

Spirit, ch. v. 
We are to bear one another's burdens: — whatsoever a man sows he shall 

reap— Paul glories in the cross of Christ, ch. vi. 

EPHESIANS. 

We are blessed with spiritual blessings according as God has chosen ns 
in Christ — the apostle prays that they may possess the spirit of 
wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Christ, and expe- 
rience the greatness of divine power, ch. i. 

Paul compares their present with tbeir former state— shews their 
salvation is of grace unto good works, and is attended by 
distinguished blessings, ch ii 

Gentiles are to be fellow heirs — Paul prays that thejr may know the 
love of Christ, ch. iii. 

Paul urges them to walk worthy their vocation — the gifts of Christ to 
his church— the apostle gives xarious exhortations, ch. iv. 

General extiortations continut'd — ^wives are to obey their botbaods — 
husbands are to lore iiieir wives, ch. v. 

Children are to honour their parents — fathers are not to provoke them — 
servants are Co be oiH^lient to tbeir masters— the Christian lifs 
is a warfare— the whole armour of God \% comvavQAft^X»>^« V^^ 
90, eb. ri. 
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PHILIPPIANS. 

Their felloi^sbip excites Paal's prayers — be btows bis concern to glorify 

Christ — he exhorts to unity and fortitade, ch. i. 
Humility urged from the example of Cbrist^Panl gives Taxioos 

exbortatioDS, cb. ii. 
Paul sacri6ces all things to the knowledge of Christ — be require^ them 

to be followers of him — some are enemies of the cross of Christ, 

ch. iii. 
-«— exhorts to prayer and to the avoidance of undue solicitude — be 

declares his own contentment, and confidence in Christ, ch. iv. 

COLOSSIANS. 

The apostle's prayer for the richest blessings — Christ is before all 
things — he hns made peace by the blood of bis cross— Paul a 
minister to the Gentiles, ch. i. 

Paul exhorts them to be constant in Christ-^to beware of pbilosopby 
and vain traditions, &c. ch. ii. 

Our affections should be set on things above — the members which are 
upon earth to be mortified — ^the old man to be put oflf and the 
new one to be put on — wives, husbands, children, &c, admo- 
nished, ch. iii. 

Exhortations to prayer— circumspection, cb. iv. 

I. THESSALONIANS. 

The effect of the gospel on them, cb. i. 

Manner in which it reached them, and in which they received it, cb. ii. 

PauPs love for tbem, ch. iii. 

Divers exhortations — resurrection announced, cb. iv. 

Christ's second coming described — various exhortations, cb. v. 

II. THESSALONIANS. 

Paul's thankfulness for their state — their persecutions shall be followed 
by rest to tbem, and tribulation to their persecutors, ch. i. 

Antichrist foretold, cb. ii. 

Paul asks their prayers — gives them divers precepts, and concludes with 
prayer and salutation, ch. iii. 

I. TIMOTHY. 

Timothy is reminded of the charge be had received — ^the end of the 
commandment — ^the cause for which Paul obtained mercy, cb. i. 

Servants are to honour their masters — ^the love of money it tbe root of 
all evil—- the rich are to be admonished, cb. vi. 

II. TIMOTHY. 

Paul's love to Timothy, and confidence in his faith— and that of his 
mother and grandmother— Timothy is solemnly charged — the 
kindness of Onesipborus, ch. i. 

Timothy is again exhorted — foundation of God is sore, ch. ii. 

Evil characters in the last days, cb. iii. 

Solemn charge to Timothy, cb. ir. 
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TITUS. 

Titat charged— the effect of the gospel, ch. ii. 

We are tared not by works of righteousneM, but by the mercy of God, 
cb. iii. 

HEBREWS. 

Christ's pre-eminence above angels, cb. i. 

More earnest becd should be given to the gospel — Jesos^took upon 
biro the seed of Abraham, ch. ii. 

Christ is more glorious than Moses — we are to guard against the sin 
of the Israelites, ch. iii. 

Rest of Christians attained by fiiitb — power of the word of God— Christ 
a great and sympathizing High Priest, ch. iv. 

Authority and honour of Christ's priest huod-*negligence in the know- 
ledge of it reproved, ch. v. 

Exhortation to go unto perfection— awfulness of filling away— dili- 
gence urged — the immutability of God's counsel, cb. vi. 

Christ a priest after the order of Melchisedec — his priesthood higher 
than that of Aaron, ch. vii. 

The new covenant, ch. viii. 

Rites and sacrifices of the law — far inferior to the sacrifice of Christ, 
ch. ix. 

The law bad a shadow of good things to come— Christ's oiTeriDg volun- 
tary — a new and living way consecrated for us — the sore 
punishment of those who trample under foot the Son of God- 
exhortations to steadfastness, patience, &c. cb. z. 

Faith illustrated by various examples, ch. xi. . 

Exhortations to faith, patience and peace— the superiority of tht 
Gospel to the Mosaic dispensation, ch. xii« 

Various exhortations^ cb. xiiit 

JAMES. 

Wisdom to be sought of God ^blessedness of those who'endnre tempta- 
tion — God the author of all good^xhortations to do the word, 
ch. i. 

The poor to be regarded with kindness-— the guilt of any one breath 
of the law — faith without works is dead, cb. ii. 

The tongue must be bridled— the wisdom from beneath and that from 
above, ch. iii. 

Lusts to be avoided— various duties inculcated— >we are to recognise 
in our secular affairs the will of God, ch. iv. 

Miseries of wicked rich men-— patience enjoined — we are not to swear 
—duties of the afflicted,-— the prayer of Elias, cb. ▼. 

I. PETER. 

He blesses Ged for the gift of his abundant mercy — ^tbe lalvatioo of 

Christ the subject of prophecy— exhortations to obedience, 

purity, and love, ch. i. 
The sincere milk of the word to be desired — Christ the chief eomer 

stone— fleshly lusts to be avoided— duties of subjectsy icrvante, 

and those nnjustly reproached^ cb. ii. 
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Wives and hatbands admonished — all exhorted to noity, &Cw— Christ 
preached by his Spirit to the inhabiunts of the old world, ch. iii. 

As Christ has saflfered for as we are to cease from sin — watchfoloess, 
prayer, charity, &c. cummaoded — happiness of those who are 
reproached as Christians — reproach on other accounts is to be 
avoided, ch. iv. 

The elders exhorted — the younger to submit to them— the devil to be 
resisted, ch. v. 

II. PETER. 

Progress in divine things required — Christ proved to be the Son of God, 

by the apostles as eye- witnesses, by the testimony of the Father 

and of the prophets, ch i. 
Appearance of false teachers predicted^tbe godly shall be delivered af 

Lot was from Sodom — awful condition of these seducers, ch. ii. 
Certainty of Christ's second coming-- exhortations to holioess aiUc- 

growth in grace, ch. iii. 

I. JOHN. 

Christ eternal life— >God is light — the blessedness of those who walk in 

the light, ch. i. 
Jesus an Advocate and propitiation — obedience to the commandments 

of God a proof that we know him — exhortations to abstain 

from loving the world and to the love of God— antichrist 

foretold, ch ii. 
Marvellous love of God to as — ^he children of Cod and the children of 

the devil are manifest — brotherly love enjoined, ch. iii. 
The Spirits are to be tried — the obligations of mutaal love, ch. iv. 
He that loves God foves his children and keeps his command ment»-^ 

the witnesses of our faith — the Christian's confidence in prayeri 

ch. V. 

JUDE. 

False teachers described— woe denounced against them— eafety and 
duty of the godly. 

REVELATION. 

Appearance of the Alpha and Ome?a, ch. i. 

Messa§^e to the churches of Ephesus — Smyrna-r-Pergamos— Thyatira 

ch. ii. 

■ Sardis — Philadelphia — Laodicea, ch. iii. 

Adoration of the Lamb, ch v. 

Multitudes and appearance of the redeemed, ch. vii. 9 to end. 

The heavenly Jerusalem described, ch. xxi. ' 

River of the water of life— ^the tree of life — God is the light of the 

city — nothing may be added to the word of God nor taken from 

it, ch. xxii. 
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Scripture Prayers under various Circumstances of 
Christian Experience and Affliction. 



For the gift and grace of repeataoce. Pialms 6, S5, 32, 88, 108. 
For confession and forgiveness of sins. Psalms 6, 82, 31, 51, ISO, 

143; Acts 3 ; I John 1. 
For strength and resolution to lead a nev life. Psalms <5, 1<6. 
For preservation from sin. Psalms 19. 40. 

For pardon of sin. Psalms 6, S5, 82, 38, 40. 41, 51, 65, 85, 180, 148. ' 
For a useful and holy life. Psalms 1, 15, SS, 24, 25, 50, 84, 85, 101, 

119, 126. 
In time of sadness. Psalms 61, 102, 142, 143 ; 2 Cor. 7. 
In time of persecution. Psalms 7, 9, 10, 52, 53, 58, 64, 69, 78, 137, 

142 ; 1 Peter 4. 
In time of sickness and affliction. Psalms 30, 81, 88, 90, lOS, 104, 

142 ; Job 5 ; I Thess. 3 ; 2 Cor. 1, 4 ; Rom. 8. 
In time of temptatioa. Psalms 13, 19, 90. 

In time of spiritual decay. Psalms 34, 42, 43, 51, 61, 102 ; Heb. 6. 
In time of relapse into sin. Psalm 51. 
In sickness and approaching dearb. Psalms 26, 80, 81, 89, 71, 88, 

90, 142. 

For a blessed and victorious death. Psalms 83, ^S^ 50, 88, 90, 102, 

142. 
Thanksgiving for deliveraDce from sickDess and death. Pialms 28, 80, 

91, 103, 113, 116, 121, 125. 

Affliction. 

Affliction the appointment of God. Job ▼. 6, 7 ; xiv. 1 ; Ps. IxXT. 6, 

7 ; 1 Thess. iii. 3 ; John xti. 33 ; 2 Tim. iii. 12. 
Why permitted. Heb. xii. 6 ; John ix. 2, 8 ; 1 Cor. xi. 83 ; Micah 

Tii. 9. 
Not sent for our punishment, but for our discipline. Deat viii. 5 ; 

Ps. xcir. 12; Isa. xlviii. 10; Heb. xii. 10. 
Not a mark of God's anger, but of bis love. Prov. iii. IS ; Heb. xii. 

6; ReT. iii. 19. 
Sometimes suffered in consequence of the discharge of duty. Gen. 

xxxix. 20; Ps. Ixix. 7; Matt. x. 17 ; xviii. 22 ; xxi?. 9. 
For the improyement of virtue and trial of faith. Dent. Tiii. 5 ; Job 

▼. 17 ; Ps. Ixvi. 10 ; Ixxviii. 84 ; xcir. 12. 
To be borne with patience. Prov. xxiv. 10 ; Job i. SI, SS. 
God supports the righteous. Ps. ix. 9 ; xxxiv. 19 ; xxxvii. S4 ; xii. 

3; Iv. 22 ; Prov. xxir. 16; Lam. iii. 31—82 ; 1 Cor. x. 18. 
An abtindant recompense will be made. S Cor. i?. 17 ; Rom. viii. 18 j 

Matt. ▼. 10; Rer. vii. 13 to 17. 
How to behave to the sick and afflicted. Job ii. 11 1 vi. 14 ; xvi. 5 ; 

XXX* 25; Ps XXXV. 13 ; Isa, Iviii. 7; Matt. xxv. 86, 6 ; 

Rom. xii. 15; Heb. xiii. 8 ; Jamet i, V\ \ %TvB&.V V^^V1> 

18} » KtDg$ Titu 8, 9. 
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